


| 


Baad 


ies, bitten’ 


ee 


os Sea 
Se 


rhe 


4) 
we’ 
“te. 

= 
a 

ce c 


i 





CHRISTIAN 


THE 


OBSERVER. 














JANUARY, 





1. ‘OL. XI. 


1812. — {Ne, 


———— 








RELIGIOUS COMMUNICATIONS. 


To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 


L exe to submit to your judgment 
the enclosed manuscript ; bearing, 


as you will perceive, the marks of 
age, but bearing also tuc marks of 


undoubted authenticity ; and from 
which, if the whole be too lone for 
insertion in your work, occasional 
extracts may be made for the edili- 
cation of your readers. 

Jam, &c. 


ai 
“SOME MEMORABLE ‘THINGS, ES- 
PECIALLY GF THE LAST YEARS 
AND HOURS OF THE LAST COUN? 


TESS OF SEAFIELD, WHO DEPART- 
ED THIS LIFE AT CULLEN, THE 
14TH OF AUG. 1708 DONE FOR 
THE USE OF HER CHILDREN. 


‘“ Awna late Countess of Seafield, 
the eldest daughter of Sir William 


Dunbar of Durn, son to the Laird of 


Grangehill, and Janet Brodie his 
wife, grand Ichild of the Lord Brodie, 
was born in the year of God 1672, 
and bred up virtucusly from her in- 
fancy by her parents, and particu- 
larly by her grandmother Lady Dun- 
bar, who was a virtuous and pious 
woman, and took care to insti! into 


. > . = ‘ ig 
her g@randchild’s mind, a sense oi 
piety and cevotion from her very 
infancy. There appeared m_ her, 

A 


from her childhood, a 


temper and disposition which made 
her agreeable to all that saw her, 
ind which was always observable in 

r to the last. 

When was a youns girl 
with her parents, her mother would 
have had her to learn housewifery ; 
but her inclination Iced her rather to 
Christ. Obsery. No. 121. 


sweetness oO: 


she 


read, and therefore, she stayed most- 
ly in her closet and gave herself 
much to reading, and ‘still avolded 
the company of the servants, having 
an abhorrence of the profaneness 
and ribaldry with which they are 
ready to defile one another’s ears, and 
pollute their hearts. And In this 
sense, one’s reat enemics are often- 
times those of one’s own house ; and 
children, in their younger years, are 
ereatly corrupted by the example 
nd speeches of servants. 

knowing how ready 
young pecple are to corrupt one 
another, and that one of the best 
means to keep them from evil ts to” 
preserve them from the occasion of 
it, chose not to send ber to the city, to 
the women’s schools,according to the 
ordinary custom, there to be trained 
up inthe things which become those 
of her own age and quailty to learn ; 
but tokecepa virtuous woman within 
heir house to attend their daughter, 
and instruct her in such things as 
were fit for her to learn.” 

“She began very early to read 
cood and devout books, and took de- 
licht to hear them read to her; and 
when a portion of some of them had 
been read, she would retire to her 
closet, and was often observed there 
on her knees In prayer to God. 
When she was abeut eight years of 
ace, while reading the holy Scrip- 
tures, happened to read these 
words, * The wicked shail be turned 
into hell, and all the nations that for- 
eet God” On which, reflecting on 
a own sinful state, she was struck 
with great terror, looking on herself 
as one of those against whom this is 
threatened. In this state her grand- 
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nother did greatly comfort her; and 
when she would be in the greatest 
anguish, these two passages of holy 
Scripture gave cure and relief to her 
spirit: ‘One day withthe Lord is as 
a thousand years; and a thousand 
years as one day.’ ‘When the 
wicked turneth away from his wick- 
edness which he hath committed, 
and doth that which is lawful and 
right, he shall save his soul alive.’ 
However, the deep impression of 
this threatening, remained on her 
spirit for several years. 

‘© When she was with her parents, 
her mother happened to be visited 
with a severe and long sickness, 
daring which she constantly attend- 
ed her, and ministered to her in 
every thing, sitting up by her inthe 
night to serve her; and the seeing 
her mother so aillicted, and the ap- 
prehensions of her death, and the 
solitary nights she spent in attending 
her, made her very thoughtful; so 
that she emploved them much in 
reading the Scriptures and devout 
books, and came thereby to have a 
deep sense of her duty to God, and 
received her parent’s blessing for her 
so pious care of her; of the good of 
all which she was aliterwards very 
sensible. 

‘In the sixteenth year of herage, 
she was married to the Hon. James 
Ogilvie, second son to the Earl of 
Vindlatcr, who was afterwards cre- 
ated Earl of Seafield, and whose eml- 
nent parts appeared in the discharge 


of two great offices of state ; that of 


secretary of state, and that of lord 
high chancellor, to which he was ad- 
vanced in this and the last reign ; 
first to the one, and then to the 
other; and that for two several times, 
continuing in the last till the late 


union of both kingdoms into one, of 


Great Britain. 

“ When he came first to ask her 
for his wife, her father having told 
her of it the night before, some of 
her acquaintances pressed her to 
look out of her window to see him 
whiie he alighted (for she had never 
seen him), but she would not do it. 
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When he first addressed her, she 
gave him no other return but that 
she was to obey her parents, and be 
directed by them. When ali was 
agreed unto, he made her a present 
ofa rich diamond ring, but she would 
by no means accept of it till the 
marriage was solemnized ; she con- 
sidering, that many have been con- 
tracted, who have not been married 
together; and that if it should so 
happen with her, such a present 
couid not be kept, and therciore she 
chose rather not to accept of it. 

‘“ The entering into the married 
state so young, where she foresaw so 
many difficulties, made -her very 
thoughiful, and therefore she had 
recourse to God; and begged ear- 
nestly, counsel and direction from 
him. And this she said she did af- 
terwards in all her dilliculties, and 
that she found God was pleased to 
direct her and bring her through 
them she knew not how. 

‘When she was first married, her 
husband had no plentitu! fortune in 
the world, although he had the pros- 
pect of being his father’s heir, (his 
elder brother, though alive, being 
very infirm); yet the estate of the 
family was under such burdens, that 
it was scarcely better than none atall. 
This made her give great application 
to a careful and prudent manage- 
ment; and their worldly wealth stil 
increasing, and God blessing them 
witha plentiful fortune, and her hus- 
band being for the most part from 
home, and committing to her the 
care and management of his own 
estate, she did it with great applica- 
tion and fidelity. She looked on 
herself as the steward of it for her 
husband, and that she was obiiged to 
be taithful to ber trust. 

‘ When her first-born was 
born, being of a thin body, she was 
prevailed with to give him to be 
nurst by another woman, who, prov- 
ing a very bad nurse, occasioned 
much sickness to the child; which 
brought him to the gates of death, 
for which the mother had deep re- 
morse; and haying met with the 
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same affliction in her second child, 
for which she was touched with like 
trouble, she resolved afterwards to 
nurse her own children, which she 
accordingly assayed in the next 
child, her present eldest daughter ; 
but after two months’ suckling, she 
became so weak that she was forced 
to give it over. 

“ Though her husband was, for 
the most part, always abroad, being 
employed in the public afiairs,yet 
she kept still at home, being careful 
to educate and bring up herchildren 
in virtue and piety, and looked well 
to the ways of her household, and 
ate not the bread of idleness: arare 
example for the ladies of this age. 

** She was most careful to nip the 
first buds of vice that appeared in 
her children, and to pull them up by 
the root. She stil inculcated to 
them the heniousness of their dis- 

©bedience to God, and their sinning 
agauist him, and would not forgive 
tiewn the offence they had done, till 
they had first earnestly begged par- 
don of God. And she made them 
still conceive that the reason of their 
obedicnce to her commands, was be- 
cause it was the will of God,and he 
commanded it. Her eldest son, in 
his childhood, when about five or 
six years of age, having learned 
from the servants to take the name 
of God in vain, she wrought in him 
such a sense of the baseness and 
heinousness of that crime, that ever 
afterwards he had a horror of it. At 


-another time, about the eighth or 


ninth year of his age, she having 
eiven him a little money to carry to 
a beggar whom she saw at the gate, 
he was tempted by a boy,of the same 
age with himself,to buy figs with it. 
This coming to her cars, she so laid 
before him the heinousness of this 
sin; the greatness of the theft he 
had committedin robbing the poor ; 
the dreadfulness of the account he 
must have to give at the last judg- 
ment forthis uncharitableness, when 
we shall Le judged by Jesus Christ 
according to our charity or want of 
it; and did so inculcate upon him 
the thourhts of death and judgement, 
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heaven and hell, as made him to 
tremble, and gave him a deep sense 
of that charity and compassion which 
we ought to have for the poor and 
miserable. There was nothing she 
was more careful to curb in her 
children than the least inclination to 
lying or deceit. She was also care- 
ful to suppress in them the least in- 
clination to pride and self-conceit. 
And when she found them lifted up, 
she would take occasion to humble 
them, and so to point out to them 
their faults as to mortify their pride. 
‘ Though it was still her care to 
make no shew in her devotion, and 
not to be seen of men, yet, for the 
most part, she constantly retired 
thrice a day for prayer and medi- 
tation on the holy Scriptures; and 
in particular on the Lord’s day in 
the afternoon ; and frequently took 
in some one of herchildren with her, 
keeping her child under her arm 
while she prayed with great devo- 
tion; and afterwards would set down 
and speak seriously to the child of 
the obedience and love he owed to 
God, the duty of depending upon 
him, and having recourse to him by 
prayer on all occasions, repenting 
and confessing his sins before him. 
And she would then reprove him 
mildly of any particular faults she 
thought he was guilty of, and re- 
commend to him the particular du- 
ties he ought to perform ; and espe- 
cially to employ the Lord’s day in 
reading and meditating on the holy 
Scriptures and in prayer. She 
would then dismiss the child to get 
by heart a portion of a psalm or 
some other part of the holy Scrip- 
ture; and after she had ended her 
own «devotions, would call in the 
child again, and take an account of 
it. She accustomed the children, 
from their infancy, to pray morning 
and evening, and recommended to 
them, before they fell asleep, to call 
to mind some passage of Scripture, 
and meditate upon it; and when they 
awoke in the morning, todothe same. 
‘¢ About a year after their mar- 
riage, they came to live with the 
Earl of Findlater, her husband's 
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father, at his house of Cullen, where 
the Countess of Vindiater being de- 
ceased, the whole care of the family 
was committed to her; in the ma- 
nagement of which she discovered a 
wonderful prudence and discretion, 
far beyond what could have been 
expected from a young Jady of eigh- 
teen years of age. There were In 
the family, besides the lady and her 
own husband, the Hari of Findlater, 
his eldest son, the Lord Deskfoord, 
the earl’s 
them older 

younger son: 
nt tempers and interests, 


than herself, and a 
such diifere 
that it was not easy to oblige one 
withou it disobliging the other: and 
et this young lady so lived among 
lenses as to obtain the esteem and 
cood will of all, and to avoid a con- 
cern in their little quarreis and re- 
eentments. She heard them com- 
plain of each other without offend- 
ing the person complained of, and 
was displeasing to none of them. 

‘ The Earl of Secfield had becn 
in public office severai years, both 
in’ Edinbureh and London, betore 
he obliged his lady to ieave her 

country- house to come to live with 
him at court or in the city. ‘rhe 
ladies were wont to express their 
surprise why she lived stil) in the 
country; and cencluded her lord 
was ashamed to her to the 
court and the ‘4 
rural breeding. 
pressed him to 
they pleased themselves with 
fancy o 

they shguild kave in the manners, 
specc! 
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contrary, 


erdeen, 


‘ould think anes) 
strange to her; but, on ‘the 


two daughters, both of 


and these were of 


¢ 


[ Jan. 


she did not appear at all affected 
with the novelty of things. When 
the ladies und others came to visit 
her, they were surprised to find how 
much they had been mistaken in 
their opinion of her, and that, in- 
stead of rural manners, they beheld 
aftady endued with all the va/uadéle 
accomplishments of the breeding of 
a court and city, and tainted with 
none of their vices. Her behaviour 
towards others was so courteous, 
that never any one who saw her, of 
what quality soever, thought her 
wanting in the respect due to them. 
W hatev er occasions offered of doing 
©ood offices to others, she was ready 
toembrace them. In conversation 
she had an easiness of expressing 
herself in proper words, without the 
Jeast affectation. She was so well 
versed both in ancient and modern 
history, and in the present state of 
Europe, and in matters of prmcgret 
that no subject of conversation did 
usually occur to which 
stranger. She had nothing of the 
coqueiry of the ere 5 her behaviour 
in all things was perfectly modest 


SUE Was a 


and unaffected; and both in Scot- 
lend and England, in the opinion of 
the miost discerning persons, she 


obtained the character of one of the 
most accomplished ladies in Britain, 
and had the eood will and estecm of 
iis Of people. 

“Phe Lari of Seafield being en- 
a the interest and service of 
at the time when the discon- 
bation swelled toa great 
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tic 
nary fate of sa mie 
lady on all occasions stood up for the 
honour and interest of | her husband, 
end to vindicate him from the re- 
proaches cast upon him ; and yet, 
nevertbeless, retained the general 
“ood will, so that when the rabble 
arose at Edinburgh with respect to 

and broke the glass win- 
dows and did other indignities to 
houses which wanted iliuminations 3 
—~-thougeh there were none in the [arl 
of Seafield’s house where his lady 
then was; and though they were on 


displeasure which is the ordi- 
crs of siate. His 
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their march to commit insolences 
there ;—yet upon a suggestion made 
them that none was there but this 
virtuous lady, and that it would be 
ungenerous to treat her indiscreet- 
ly, they turned their course another 
way. 

“ In the year 1706, her lord being 
then Chancellor of Scotland, and 
about to return from court, and hav- 
ing desired her to meet him at Edin- 
burgh ngeennt such a time; while 
she was making ready for the jour- 
ney, she was seized suddenly in her 
Closet, at the moment that she was 
cnip.oyed in preparing to receive the 
sacrament on the: next Lord’s day, 
with a violent vomiting of blood, 
which returned more than once, and 
brought her to the very gates of 
death. God was pleased to call her, 
not only by this sudden and unex- 
pected stroke, but by the checks and 
yaotions of his Holy Spirit ; and she 
was struck with a deep sense of God’s 
wonderful mercies to her, and of her 
abuse of them. She had before her 
the prospect of death and eternity 
ond felt how unfit she was to enter 
into it. On the review of her whole 
life, though she had net been guilty 
at the world would acceunt het- 
nous crimes, yet she found that she 
had been hersell and her 
own reputation more than God; and 
saw what a difference was be- 

» that virtue which 1s founded 
re love 
; race 


sl diieen 
O; Wh 
scekinge 


there 
4+<aee 
ween 


on true humility and the since 
of God, and is the work of his 


and Spirit, and that which ts only the 
De Tf Piers qt , . ets ~1- 
cifect of self-love. She was struck 
went a "> 45 FV YY “2 > q aie all co ‘ 
with deep remorse that in ali things 


She had sought herself more than 
God, and by ardent prayers impler- 
his mercy and ay aioe for 
Christ Jesus’ sake. And while she 
was in the extremity of weakness, 
she caused her eldest daughter to 
read to her the fifth chapter of Niat- 
thew, and made so excellent a Ccis- 
course on the eight beatitudes, 
therein contained, that it greatly af- 
lected and left a deep impression on 
the spirits of all who were present. 
She devoted herscif wholly to Ged, 
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and begged earnestly, if it were his 
holy will, that he would be pleased 
to spare her yet awhile, even bui ior 
one year more. The Lord heard her 
prayer, and beyond the expectation 
of all she was restored to health, and 
had the least she desired granted her, 
so that her soul was full, of devout 
adoration. And in this divine frame 
and disposition of spirit, she wrote 
neditations on the Lord’s prayer, 
which, when she perused then, serv- 
ed to enkindle her devotion.”’ 

The whole of these meditaticnsare 
inserted in the manuscript. A few 
extracts from them willserve to mark 
their character. 

‘““O holy Lord God, come then and 
rule in my heart. Be my king, and 
establish thyself a throne in my af: 
fections ; aid govern my will, that 
I may be a mast obedient subject 
unto thee. O hasten the day when 
all knees shall bow before thee, and 
all tongues shall coniess thy name ; 
when the Gospel shall shine elori- 
ously, and Jew and Gentile shall, in 
their heart and practice, acknowledge 
the Messiah, and turn their affections 
to the great and mighty God.” 

*e God, I desire to give up my 
will unto thee; and Iect thy will be 
done in and by me, and not only in 
me, but in all thatis mine. O pull 
cown every thought that raiseth itself 
in disobedience to thee, and every 
base Imagination, that th by will may 
be fully obeyed not enly by me, but 
in all the earth. Give thy enlight- 
ening oa. that thy will may be 
known, and that it may dissipate the 
thick clouds of iniquity that darken 
or go between thee and us.” * Lord, 
let me no longer satisfy myself with 
praying, Phy will be dong; but by 
an actual giving myself to be gu ided 
by thy reveal: a will, and by submis- 
sion to thy providential will, may 1 
were thee in all thy steps.” 

‘Lord Jesus, thou art the bread 
of life: give me that bread which 
shall feed me to life everlasting ; and 
erant, that as I cannot live withouta 


dependence on thee, so may I never 
desire to li 


ive without it, but that the 





6 On preaching the Gospel. 


eyes of my soul may be always look- 
ing towards thee, and receiving with 
thankfulness my temporal and spiri- 
tual food from thy hands.” ** O that 
I could give my heart entirely 
thee! Lord, I am a poor defiled 
wretch ; but it isby thy blood I must 
be cleansed, whose I am, and to 
whom I do resign myself, soul and 
body, and all that is mine. This is 
but what gratitude obliges me to, 
since he gave himself for sinners, of 
whom I am the chiel. 

“ ( holy Lord Jesus, grant that 
my passions may be subdued to thee, 
and that all my revenge and anger 
may be against sin; that I may strive 
through thy strength to root it out of 
my heart ; that 1 may be a declared 
enemy to the devil, the world, and 
the flesh, whom I renouttced in my 

baptism, and have declared war 
against often in the vows which I 
have made to thee.” 

“QO keep me from relying on any 
thing but Christ and him crucified, 
and on thy abounding mercy. O holy 
Lord God, purge me from ‘sin, and 
pardon the sins of my holy duties, 
my wandering and vain thoughts in 
prayer. O take away my hardness 
and stupidity of heart; possess my 
will, and fill my affections. Thou art 
the only ebject that is worthy ef all 
love: Thouonly canst satisty a right- 
placed affection?” 

‘ These,’’ the writer of the paper 
observes, “are the excellent medita- 
tions which this lady then formed on 
this divine prayer; and they mani- 
fest not only the clearness and exact- 
ness of her thoughts, but also the 
deep sense and f{eeling of her heart 
with respect to the greatness and 
soodness of God, and the infinite ob- 
Irgations she had to love him with all 
her heart, and her great undutitul- 
ness to so good a God, and the hopes 
she had in his mercy through Jesus 
Christ, to which she flies, yielding 
up her will wholly unto his. and re- 
solving in the streneth of his ora 
19 live from henceforth wholly unto 


’ 
him, that he might reig rand rule in 
ICG heart, and no Ou micht hog 
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any place there. Nothing of this 
was known till a few days before her 
death, when she desired one of her 
maids to look for such a paper in her 
cabinet, and bring it to her, that some 
parts of it being read to her, she 
might the more reproach herself for 
not having walked answerably tosuch 
powerful calls, and such solemn en- 
gagements.”’ 
(To be 


continued, ) 


%o0 the Editor of the Christian Observer. 
re- 
’ ~ 
Gos- 


So much has been sald of late 
specting Gosfel preaching and 
frei ministers ; and those whoare most 
frequent in the use of the terms 
seem to understand so tittle of thet 
real import, that IT must jock upon it 
“us an essential service to the cause 
of religion, to endeavour to c: 
hicate precise and Just Views ov the 
subject. What, then, is it to preach 
the Gosfel 2 And who are they who 
may be considered as fairly enutled 
to the appe lution of evangelical mi- 
nisters ? Vhese questions appear to 
mc to be satisfactorily answered in 
the inclosed paper; with the inser- 
tion of which . should be glad to see 
you open your new volume. This 
paper is the production of a friend 
whom I most highly value, but whose 
modesty would not permit him to sce 
in it any thing which was calculated 
for the general benefit. My opinion 
is certainly widely different trom his; 
and I have prevalied with him to 
submit it to the test of your jucg- 
ment. Should your opinion coincide 
with mine, I sincerely hope that it 
will serve to encourage the author of 
it (who entertains great respect for 
vour decisions In general) to become 
a more frequent contributor to your 
work. I am well persuaded that he 
could not write without interesting 
and enlightening your readers. I 
am, &c. 5. 
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PREACNING THE GOSPEL. 
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Tire Gospel is stated by St. Paul, 
power of God unto sal- 
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vation to every one that believeth.” 
In other words, it is a dispensation 
in which the power of God is strik- 
ingly manifested by the manner in 
which the salvation of man ts effect- 
ed. The odject of the Gospelis the 


recovery of man from the state of 


euilt and misery into which he had 
sunk by the fall, and bis restoration 
to the Divine favour and to eternal 
happiness. The means by which 
this great change is effected are 
made known by the Gospel. Pro- 
perly speaking, Christ, who, by his 
death, takes away the guilt of man, 
and the Holy Spirit, who, by his ope- 
ration, sanctifies the heart, are the 
grand agents In accomplishing this 
work. Phe Gospel only makes 
known their arency, apd is used by 
them as an instrument of effecting 
their great design. They require, 
therefore, faith in the Gospel, and 
they employ that faith as the medium 
by which they operate in changing 
the condition of man. And hence 
the Gospel is said to be the means 
of s salvation. 

The Gospel evidently supposes 
man to be in astate of sin and guilt, 
under the just displeasure of God, 
and jiable to eternal condemnation. 
It supposes him further to be inca- 
pable of extricatinge himself from 
this state,by the exertion of any pow- 
ers which he ‘possesses tu himself; 
and it implies that there is no other 
law or dispensation given by God by 
which man contd be saved ; every 
law of God being too pure and holy 
to be suffictently kept by the weak- 
ness of man. 

In this state of the utter rnin of 
man, we are informed by a revela- 
ton from God, that he has been 
in compassion to his crea- 
tures, to appoint a Saviour for them. 
He has sent his own Son to take 
upon him our nature, and to make 
atonement for our sins. He has 
likewise sent his Holy Spirit from 
above to testify of this Saviour, and 
to communicate the benefits of his 


_ 


ple eased, 


Salvation to the souls of men. 
T! broueh this Saviour men are to be 
vesteredto the Divine favour, and to 
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be made partakers hereafter of the 
blessed kingdom ofheaven. Inthe 
mean time, through the influence of 
the Holy Spirit, they are to be fitted 
and prepared for that holy state, by 
the renewal of their nature, by the 
sanctification of their souls, by the 
mortifying of the body of sin, by 
their growth in grace and in a con- 
formity to the Divine image. 

Such is the brief outline of the 
Gospel. To preach the Gospel is 
to make it known to men in a full 
and perfect manner, and also to en- 
force and apply the several branches 
of it to the conscience. [rom this 
outline, then, we may form some 
judgement of the true method of 
preaching the Gospel. A more (lis- 
tinct view of the subject, however, 
may be obtained by considering w hat 
it is not to preach the Gospel. 

Those do not preach the Gospel 
who represent man in a different 
state from that which the Scripture 
supposes. If ministers do not speak 
of him as fallen and corrupt, as na- 
turally under the power of sin, and 
therefore subject to the just displea- 
sure of a holy God; this is to give 
such a view of man as would render 
the Gospel unnecessary. If allow- 
ing the corrupt state of the human 
race, they assert that there is power 
in man to restore himself by his 
own exertions, without referring him 
to the Divine power and grace, they 
do not preach the Gespel ; because 
thus the sanctilfying influences of 
the Holy Spirit are rendercd'useless. 
Ii exalting the merit of any as rh- 
teotis acts which man can pel mm, 
they suppose them capable wy coun- 
terbalancing his transgressions, and 
rendering him acceptable in the 
sieht of Gad, they donot preach the 
Gospel; for thus they make the 
cross of Christ of none effect. It 
they represent Christ only as a pat- 
tern and « 


example to mankind, and 
not as making atonement 


for sin by 
his blood ; or as being only a man, 
insteadof the Son of God come cown 
from heaven to redeem us, they do 
not preach air Gosnel: for ua 
the mystery of codiiness ; that is, 


iS 
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the Gospel; “ God was manifest in 
the flesh.’ [i they fail in pointing 
oul, that the great end of Christ’s 
coining In the iiesh was to purchase 
to himeell a noly people, who, being 
made pariakers of a divine nature, 
and delivered from the corruptions 

the world, 
rood works, they 
Gospel; their preaching Is at varl- 
ance with the main design for which 
that Gospel was given. Ina word, 
if they do not represent man as in 
absolute need of a Saviour; if they 
ascripe to him the power to save 
himself; if they keep the great and 
oniy Saviour out of view, or substi- 
tute any thing whatsoever in the 
piace of his meritorious death, per- 
fect righteousness and prevail nes in- 
tercession ; if th ley ¢ do not Insist on 
the sancti!yine influences of the Iio- 
ly Spirit as indispensably necessary 
to the great end of the Gospel, the 
renewal of the soul in the divine 
image; or if, allowing this to be the 
end, they do not point out the ap- 
pointed means of attaining it; they 
do not preach the Gospel; they 
give false views of the state of man, 
and of the means of preparing him 
for eternity. 

In these several cases, the Gospel 
may be said not to be preached at 
all; because cither some doctrine 
contrary to it Is introduced, or some 
essential part of itis omitted. But 
besides this, the Gospel may be 


do not preach the 


preached imperfectiy, and may thus 
fail in @ cons siderable degree to ful- 


ends which it was de- 
signed to accomplish. This ts the 
case whenthe several points already 
stated as characterizing the Gospel 
are not exhibited in the full and 
proper proportion ; ape a lucid 
view of the whole is not presented ; 
when a distorted ianeanieninn is 
given of it, one part being unduly 
maenified, or its connection with the 
rest not sufliciently marked; when 
the outline is not filled up; when 
the points more immediately re- 


a $< 


fil the great 


quired by the peculiar cire ‘umstances 
of a congregation are not insisted 
ipon; or whel 


a close and direct 


should be zealous of 
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application of scriptural truth is not 
made to the conscience. 

It seems hardi, uecessary to ob- 
serve, that in order to all this, much 
knowledge and wisdom are required. 
The Gospel, indeed, is of itself plain 
lt was meant to be so, 
being expressly intended for the 
poor and unlearned. In this, as in 
all the other works of God, a noble 
plainness and simplicity bespeak 
the perfection of his skill. Christ 
and his apostles, by whom it was de- 
livered, came not with exceilency 
of speech or worldly wisdom: they 
were the very models of plainnes 
in all their discourses. However 
high the subjects of the Gospel may 
be, they are made so piain by the 
inspired writers, that he who runs 
may read. Besides which, the Holy 
Spirit has been promised to enligh- 
ten the mind. What is required, 
therefore, in order to understand the 


and slinple. 


Gospel, is only an humble and 
teachable spirit, a diligent study of 
the sacred oracles, and carnest 


pravet to the Giver of all wisdom 
for his illumination. 

Bat though the truth will be made 
clear to those who use these means, 
and are thus duly prepared to receive 
it, it must be acknowledged that 
there is in men, in general, an un- 
happy blindness of mind, a perversi- 
ty of judgment, a corruption of heart 
a prevailing reeard to worldly inte- 
rest, or an obstinate spirit of preju- 
dice, which renders them indispos- 
ed toits reception. Hence it is that 
ministers with the same documents 
1 hands, with the words of our 
Lord and the writings of his earn 
have differed so widely 
in the views they have given of re- 
lision; while plain and_ illiterate 
men have been perplexed, and have 
been at a loss to — _— really 
was the Gospel of Ch 

Some have aiuicieune —n C- 
ly on the evidences of Revelation; 
an important subject, 
it be considered as only introductory 
toa knowledge of the Gospel itself ; 
while others have entirely over- 
looked the external proofs of our 


t heir 


before them, 


doubtless, if 
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faith, Some have dwelt chiefly on 
man’s moral obligations, sinking 


those doctrines which constitute the 
foundation of all Christian practice, 
and especially keeping out of view 
that Saviour by whose biood alone 
we are cieansed from our. sins. 
Others, sensible of this error, have 
gone Into the opposite extreme ; 
they have perpetually dwelt on points 
of doctrine, while what related to 
Christian practice has been either 
omitted or hurried over in general 
terms and without sufficient expia- 
nation. Another class has failed In 
not applying: the truths they have 
delivered. ‘They have preached the 
erand doctrines ef Scripture indeed ; 
but they have preached them as mat- 
ters of speculation, as if the bare and 
cold knowledge of the truth could 
be effectual to salvation. The warm 
and animated appeal to the feclings ; 
the close application to the consci- 
ence; the affectionate address as from 
a father to his children, over whorn 
he was tenderly watching in Christ 
Jesus :—these have heen Wahting ; 
and the preaching, though spec 
tively correct, has been unfruiul. 
Oihers again have failed in partic u- 
larizing, that is, In applying, the ge- 
neral truths of the Gospel to the par- 
ticular cases of their hearers. It is 
not the constant repetition oi the 
same form of sound words, however 
excellent, which can be regarded as 
au complete delivery of the:truth.— 
It must be eluctdated: it must be 
branched out into particulars: it 
must be explained and amplified : it 
must be brought to bear on the pe- 


culiar circumstances of the conere- 
— so that they may clearly un- 
derstand and feel its force. In thts 


— only can a minister of the Gos- 
pel be said rivhtly to divide the word 
of God, and to give to each his por- 
lon in due season. 

The grand and distinguishing doc- 
trines of the Gospcl are, as has been 
observed, exceedingly plain and 
Sy, but at the same time they are 
most comprehensive ; and fully t 
understand all their bearings, and “~ 
Christ. Obsery. No. 121. 
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whole detail of their application, re- 
guires more than the study even of 
awhole life. The siniuiness of our 
nature, for example, a most Impor- 
tant doctrine of Christianity, Is rea- 
dily seen and admitted. But what 
avails the general acknowicdgn.ent 
of this truth? The effects of sin 
must be pointed cut in all their va- 
rious forms. The sigan lusts 
of the flesh which lurk disguised in 
the human heart must be stripped of 
their disguise and ene Lo soit 
T ie love of case 
sure must be exhibited In all their 
workings. Pride in its several bran- 
ches oi ‘self-conceit, vanity, ostenta- 
tion, and such like affections must 
be held up to view. Tie los 


and the love of | plea 


mn ‘ _ 
C Ol ifiv- 


ney, with its dificrent indications : 
the love of worldly honour, the de- 
sire of humat applause, the opera- 


tions of asecret spirni of impaue 
envy, resentment ; all these muot be 
fully explained, 1i we would know 
the true meaning of thatcorrupt state 
from which it is the design of the 
Gospel to sect us free. He, there. 
fore, who Is thus exposing sin, with 
the view oi more clear shewing 
the necessity of the Divine work of 
Christ on the soul, is pecarneet the 
Gospel as truly and effectually as il 
he were proc aiming he glad tiding 
of forsziveness in Christ Jesus. 

Tn like manner, he who explains 
in detail the holy tempers and dispo- 
sitions which charac the **re- 
newed’’ man; he who ilustrates the 
fruits of the Holy Spirit, (not neg. 
also, either In this or in the 
instance, to give a clear and 
her great branches 
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lecting a 
former 
full view of the ot 
of prepress >) may be truly sa 
to be preaching the Gospel. It isa 
narrow and ‘euunad view of the Gaos- 
pel which would confine i exclu. 
sively to a particular dectrine, as 
that of faith in Christ Jesus, without 
embracing those other 
which were equally taught by © 
and his apostics. 

It appears to have bcen the prac- 
tice of cur Lord and his apostles to 
direct their peculiar attention to the 
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prevailing faults of the people what- 
ever they were. Vhese they attack- 
edina foreible manner. Our Lord 
saw that the Pharisees were the chief 
opposers of real religion: He there- 
fore constantly reproved them, aid 
exposed their hypocrisy. He per- 
ceived that false interpretations were 
put upon the law : and he took occas 
sion fully to explain Its purity and 
the extent of its requistuons. He 
observed the apostles to be worldly 
minded and ambitious ; he therefore 
frequently inculcated heavenly mind- 
edness, and deadness to the world 
and the things of it. 

The Epistles likewise (to say no- 


thing at present of the preaching of 


John the Baptist) are directed against 
prevalent errors or vices. And it is 
this particularity in the Epistles 
which renders them at once interest- 
ing and instructive. The Apostie’s 
command to Timothy, and, through 
him, to every minister of the Gos- 
pel, is not only to preach the word, 
but to reprove, rebuke, exhort, with 
and doctrine ; to 
es, and thus do the 
elist, and make full 


all lone suit 
watch in all thin 


work of an evane 


ering 


roof gn on ct yyy 
J dt O { fas Mlliisc’y. 


pi 
ihe Gospel was intended not only 
to convert men, but also to build 


them up In the faith, the love, and 
Christ. We find, 

lerence In the strain 
of the Apostics’ pre at dite- 
rent times and to diflerent persons. 
basi preaching to those who were 
nted with the truth as it Is 
in Foss they declare unreservedly 
the grace of the Gospel. If any aft 
terwards abused that g¢race to licen- 
tiousness, we hear an apostle sharp- 
ly reproving them, and telling them, 
that faith without works is dead, and 
that a man ) could not be justified by 
fatth if it were alone ; that is to say, 
barren nd unproductive. Thus 
ostles accommodate their 
the circumstances of 
. leaving an admirable 


the obedience of 
therefore, a diile 


vw 


,* 
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preaching to 
their hearers 


pattern of the true manner of preach- 
And surely they as 


lied the high commiss 


sng the Gospel! 
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they had received from Jesus Christ 


to feed his sheep, when they reprov- 
ed sin, unmasked hypocrisy, or rec- 
ulicd error, as when they delivered 
at first the simple doctrine of Christ 
dying for sinners,and exhorted men 
to be reconciled to Gad. 

But while a minister thus fully 
elucidates every important oranch of 
the Gospei, and thus guards against 
representaions ol It, 


imperfect 
beld up to view 


Clirist must ever be 
as the great Author of salvauon, and 
the Agent init. He must be 
‘nade the spring of obedience 5 
the sun of the system, whose tof u- 
ence Is to pervade every part of it. 
All things must refer to bim as thet 
centre. This being kept uniformly 
and steadily in view, the perfection 
of preaching is to deliver the whole 
counsel of God, to omit no impor- 
tant part, and to dwell on each in 
proportion to its rank and iIm.por- 
tance, of which the Scriptures exhi- 
bit to us a perlect scale. 

What has been said may serve to 
correct the error of those who would 
confine the preaching of the Gopel 
to those doctrines alone which relate 
to the forgiveness of sins in Christ 
Jesus. This is indeed a most highly 
important part of the Gospel ; but it 
Is not the whole. In some congre- 
gations, it may be that the state of 
the hearers may require that these 
doctrines should be chiefly dwelt up- 
on. In others, however, the practical 
parts of religion may be more parti- 
cularly necessary. To preach the 
Gospel wisely and faithiilly to each 
would require a strain of preaching 
Which might seem, to superficial 
judges, to be almost contradictory. 
Such was precisety the case with 
St. Pauland St. James. They both 
piniegae the Gospel with much wise 
dom and ability. They were both 
inspired by the very same spirit ; 
yetthe one will seem to many to have 
spoken inconsistently with the other. 
A little refiection, however, on aif- 
ference of circumstances, weuld 
serve to reconcile every sceming 
contradiction. 
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In conclusion, let it be remarked, 
that nothing new can be expected in 
the preaching of the Gospel. Ifit be 
new, it is on that very account false. 
Yet Mabhy persons seein to be anx- 
ous to Knd out something new which 
is to operate as a charm in effecting 
their salvation. That only is the 
Gospel which the Scriptures have 
revealed as such; and there the 
truth will always be jound to be clear 
justin proportion to its importance. 
One preacher may be more happy 
thaw another in his talents, his mode 
of expression, his manner. He may 
have more iizenutty of illustration, 
and inay be more expert in hand- 
lhiwy pardcular subjects; but the 
truth itself is old and well known. 
Nor is it only folly to expect some- 
thing new in the preaching of the 
Gospel: such an expectation often 
leads to fatal consequences. Many, 
through iife, are thus secking and 
never finding the truth. Some per- 
sons are led to fix on particular ex- 
pressions of Scripture, to the neglect 
of what is most important In doc- 
trine ; some to cherish a fond re- 
ecard to doctrines without attending 
to practice ; and some to use even 
religion itself for stifling the remon- 
strances of conscience. Hence also 
come divisions in the Church. It 
has ever been the policy of Satan 
rather to undermine the Church than 
to attack it openiy. An open denial 
of any truth would be rejected ; but 
the disproportionate exaltation of one 
part ofthe Gospel, tothe depression 
of the rest, is not so soon perceived 
to be preznant with danger. Let it 
be ever remembered, that it is the 
practical application of old and weli 
known truths to the conscience, 
which is chiefly wanted, and from 
Which Satan would divert the atten- 
tion of man. What will avail, as has 
been already said, the speculative 
belief of any religious truth, unless 
that truth be brought into effect? 
The knowledge of the sinfulness of 
onr nature will benefit those only 
who trace it through its windings, 
cherish the convictions of their con- 
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science, confess their sins befdre 
God, are deeply humbled on account 
of them, and strive against them in 
the power of Jesus Christ. In like 
manner, the knowledge of the grace 
of the Gospel will benelit those only 
who, weary aud heavy laden with the 
burden of their sinus, listen to the tn- 
vitations of Christ Jesus, make their 
application to him in faith and pray- 
er,and rely on him for salvation with 
the heart unto righteousness. No 
more will the knowledve of the pure 
precepts of the Gospel beneiitany but 
these who are purifying themselves 
evenasHe Is pure,and who are watch- 
ing over their whole conduct that the 
temper and dispositions of a Chris- 
tian may be found in them tothe ho- 
nour of their blessed Master. The 
hour is fast approaching, as on the 
wines of a whirlwind, when empty 
speculations will not be allowed asa 
substitution for a living faith and a 
holy practice. God grant that every 
one who reads this paper may be 
found in that day to have received 
the truth in the love of it, and to have 
brought forth abundant fruit to the 
elory of our Lord and Saviour - 


(uve, 





To the Fiditor of the Christian Observer. 


WhHuIte Christians of almost every 
lenomination profess to adopt the 
same Scriptures as the rule both of 
faith and practice, they yet draw, or 
seem to draw, from the sacred vo- 
lume conclusions widely different. 
Many causes, doubtless, contribute 
to this effect; and none, perhaps, 
more than that corruption of our na- 
ture, which blinds the understanding 
end hardens the heart ; which in one 
manexaltsitselfarainstthe humbling 
truths of the Gospel, and in another 
refuses obedience to its scli-denying 
precepts. Still we find differences 
of opinion, which exist between those 
who appear to believe with sincerity, 
and to study with candour, the re- 
vealed will of God; differences 
which are, I think, to be traced in a 
considerable degree to a wrong me 








12 
thod of interpreting the sacred writ- 
ines. A judicious work on the in- 
terpretation of Scripture would bea 
valuable treasure to the Christian 
woild: it might be the instrument, 
under the grace of God, of leading 
Miuny serious Inquirers to the know- 
ledee of the truth, and of uniuine dis- 
cordant sects in the bonds of Chi 
tian charity. dhe subject is too 
Jarre to be fully discussed in a pertl- 
odical work ; nor do I feel by any 
means able to grasp the whole of it. 
A few detached observations is all 
that 1 propose to offer ; but they wiil 
not prove Ww ey useless, If they have 
no other effect than that of leading 
sonie other person to treat the sub- 
yect in a more regular and compre- 
pensive manner. For the present, I 
shall only suggest, and llustrate by 
mae es, a few canons of construc- 
tion applicable to the sacred writings 
in general. 
future period, 


. 
‘ - 
a9 


owe ¢ 


J hay 5 perhi iPS, at SO} re 
resume the subject 


by discussing some furiher rules of 


Interpretation, relating more particu- 
larly to our Saviour’s mode of in- 
struction, and others relating to the 
apenaeaty isin of ee e sdgsibaiola 
itis < 
passage inte be construed by the 
context 3 but, trite as 1t 1s, commen- 
tators on Scripture (I should rather 
say, writers on controverted points of 
divinity), rarely apply it to all the 
uses of which it is capable. It is, 
indeed, a tundamental rule of con- 
struction, and mosi of the following 
observations may be considered as 
illustrations of it. 

I. Yhe first canon which [ pro- 
pose for interpreting Scripture Is 
ithis:—A pepe which 1s used 
increly asa link in a chain of rea- 
Seen is when expressed in more 
ceneral terms than would be required 
o establish the conclusien, which 


t 
the writer is proving; in this case, 
ihe proposition is not necessarily to 


be taken in the widest sense of which 
the words would admit: it may be 
subject to various limitations, which 
che writer dia not think it necessary 
‘9 express, because they did not af- 
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fect the course of the argument ; 
and we should cver bear in mind 
that our Saviour and his apostles 
adapted, for the most part, the ‘ir ine 
structions to the occuslon, without 
attempting to treat religion tn asys- 
tematic order. The following pas- 
saves Will at once iliustrate a con- 
firm the rule. InSt. Luke, ch ix.ver. 
30; our Saviour says, “ Ife that is not 


aeainst us is for us; butin St. Mat- 
dae wv, ch. xv. ver. SO, “ He that is not 
with meis amainst me.’ How are 


these proposiuons to be reconciled ? 
By taking one of them In some limit- 
ed sense; and the occasion on which 
the first was delivered evidently 
points out the limitation which it 
requires—** And John answered and 
said, Master, we saw one casting out 
devils in thy name; and we forbade 
him, because he followeth not with 
us. And Jesus said unto him, /or- 
bid himnot: for he that is not agaist 
us is for us.’ & Forbid bim not?— 
that is the precept—forbid him not 
to do good in my name—and the 
reason follows—** for he that is 
not against us is for us:” he who 
does not Oppose me, promotes my 
cause: let my Gespel be preached, 


even though of strife and conten- 
tion. Here our Saviour iInculeates 
forbearance towards those who, 


from whatever motives, promote the 
progress of his kingdom: but in 
the passage from St. Matthew he 
tcaches us, that mere indifference 
will not avail to our salvation ; that 
they who would obtain the reward, 
must profess the character of his 
disciples; that they who do not 
confess him before men, and espouse 
his cause in this world, will be 
treated as his enemies at the day of 
judgment. 

The manner in which St. James 
and St. Paul state the doctrine of 
justification will furnish another il- 
lustration of this canon of criticism. 
St. James says, * Ye sce how that by 
works a man Is justified, and not by 
faith only,” (ii. 24.); and St. Paul, 
‘“ Therefore we conclude that a man 
is justified by faith without the deeds 
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of the law:” and it isa little singu- 
lar, that each of the apostles illus- 
trates his position by the instance of 
Abraham. But the apparent discre- 
pancy will be removed, if we exXa- 
mine the course of their reasoning. 
St. James is endeavouring to prove 
that faith without works 1s a dead 
faith, a faith which wiil not avail to 
salvation. ** What,’ he asks, ** doth 
it profit though a man say he hath 
faith, and have not works? Can 
faith’?—can such a faith—* save him. 
If a brother or sister be naked, and 
destitute of daily food, 
you say unto them, Depaitin peace : 
be ye warmed and filled: notwith- 
standing ye give them not those 
thines which are needful to the bo- 
dy; what doth it profit’? What 
sincerity, What worth Is there in such 
professions of kinduess‘ What be- 
nefit do they confer on those who 
are the objec tts of them? “ Even so 
faith, if it hath not works, is dead 
being alone ;” all professions of faith, 
which do not evidence their truth by 
a holy life and conversation, are 
false, vain, and unprofitable. “ Yea, 
a man may say” to such a professor, 
“ Thou hast faith,’---or pretend- 
est to have it—* and I have works: 
shew me thy faith without thy works;” 
ceive me, if thou canst, some other 
proof of it; “and I wili shew thee 
my faith by my works. ‘Thou be- 
lievest there is one God; thou 
doest well: the devils aiso believe 
and trembie.”? Wherein doth thy 
faith differ from theirs, if it produce 
not the fruits of righteousness and 
holiness ¢ & But wilt thou know, O 
vain man, that faith without works Is 
dead,’? wholly unprofitable to salva- 
tion? ** Was not Abraham, our fa- 
ther, justified ;’? did he not snew 
forth a living faith unto justification ; 
“by works, when he had offered 
fsaac, his son, upon the altar!” Did 
he not by that act of holy obedience 
prove and display that living faiih in 
the truth and power and promises of 
(rod, which * was imputed to him 
for righteousness 2”? * Seest thou 


how faith wrought with his works,” 
producing obedience to the com- 


and one of 
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mands of God, however apparently 
severe and irreconcilable with his 
promises ; * and by works was faith 
made periect,’ brought forth imto 
aculon, and shewn to be a lively aid 
efficacious principie in the soul ?— 
‘ And the Scripiure was fui 
Which saith, Abrabam beheved God, 

and it wag imputed to him for righ- 
teousness: and he was called the 
friend of God. Ye see, then, low 
that by works a man Is justified, and 
not by faith only.’? Ye see that by 
works amanis justified,—proves his 
title to be acquiited before God, by 
works evidencing that faith which Is 
imputed to the believer for righ- 
teousness 5 by such works a man is 
justified, and not by faith only, not 
by a mere barren profession, or even 
a mere speculative beliel, whichdoes 
not Influence the iife and conduct — 
Such appears to be the course of St. 
James’s reasoning. St. sieied on the 
other hand, 1s proving to the Jews, 
that they, as weli as the Gentiles, 
must be saved by faith: and his ar- 
eument is this; “All have sinned 
and came short of the glory of God ;” 
all lave broken the moral law of 
God ; no one, therefore, can be sav- 
ed by that law, which exacts a per- 
fect obedience; and thence he con- 
cludes *“ that a man is justified by 
faith without,” ayees from, distinct 
from, **the deeds of the law.” In 
order to be justified before God, he 
must have that faith which God will 
impute to him for righteousness 3 a 
faith, however, which worketh by 
love, and maketh those who are 
influenced by it zealous of good 
works. 

II. The passage of St. 
which I have just referred, will 
serve to illustrate another rule, 
which may sometiines guide us In 
interpreting the Scriptures. The 
first rule was, that a proposition, 
occurring in the course of an argu- 
ment, is not xecessari/y to be taken 
in the widest sense which the words 
will bear ; the second Is, that it must 
be understocd Ina sense subficient- 
ly large to bear ont the conc 


which it is Intended to prove. Visus, 
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in the first part of the epistle to the 
Romans, the Apostle’s object is to 
shew, that the Jews as well as the 
Gentiles need the salvation which is 
by Christ Jesus: and his argument 
is this: * All have sinned and come 
short of the glory of God ;” there- 
fore all, both Jews and Gentiles must 
be ‘* justified freely through the re- 
demption that is in Christ Jesus.”’— 
(Rom. iii. 23, 24.) This conclusion 
will not follow from the premises, 
unless we understand the Apostle to 
lay it down as an universal proposi- 
tion that “ @/7 have sinned.” 

Iii, A third principle of construc- 
tion to be observed with respect to 
the Scriptures, relates to those doc- 
trines which are pecuilar to revealed 
religion. While we receive them 
not as mere matters of speculation, 
but as active principles influencing 
the heart and conduct, and leading 
us cheerfully to obey the practical 
precepts which the sacred writers 
derive from them; we should use 
reat caution whenever we attempt 
to deduce from them, by the mere 
force of reason, practical conclusions 
not warranted by the word of God.— 
An erroneous inference, thus rashly 
drawn from the doctrine of grace, is 
noticed and reprobated by St. Paul 
in his epistle tothe Romans. After 
Jaying it down ‘* that where sin 
abounded grace did much more 
abound: that as sin hath reigned 
unto death, even so might grace 
reign through righteousness unto 
gternal life, by Jesus Christ our 
Lord,” (v. 20, 21 ;) he immediately 
asks ; * What shall we say then ? 
Shall we continue in sin, that grace 
may abound ! God forbid : how shall 
we, that are dead to sin, hve any 
longer therein £” ** The objection,” 
as if he had said, ‘is built on zg7o- 
vance of that grace which Is toreign, 
through righteousness. The grace 
of which f speak, consists in the re- 
newal of the heart unto holiness, as 
well as in the pardon of sin : and he, 
whe isa partaker of this grace, 1s 
deud unto sin; be has lost his taste 
for it, as a dead man has for the plea- 


[ Jan. 


sures of sense ; he has no longer any 
enjoyment in it; he hates it, ab- 
hors it, dreads it, avoids it as the 
ereatest of evils ; he no longer lives 
in it.” 

Yet we find this same error, which 
St. Paul thus refutes, still existing 
in the present day. The enemy of 
vital religion ascribes it to the true 
servants of God: the Anunomian 
actually adopts it. We might «iso 
notice other errors of a similar des- 
cription. St. Paul exhorts us to 
‘¢ work out’? our * own. salvation 
vith fear and trembling ;” and by 
way of encouragement (lest we 
should sink under the difficulties of 
the undertaking) adds, * for itis God 
that worketh in you, both to will and 
to do of his good pleasure.” ( Phil. ii. 

2,13.) While the self-righteous 
seek, and seek in vain, to work out 
their own salvation, witheut depenc- 
ing on the grace of God, working in 
them; others seem to give their 
whole attention to the encourage- 
ment conveyed in the latter part of 
the passage. Because God worketh 
in us, they seem to infer, in direct 
Opposition to the apostle, that we 
need not work, and to forget that we 
are exhorted to * watch and be so- 
ber,’’ to “watch and pray,” to “strive 
to enter in at the strait gate.” 

I have often thought, that if we 
attended more to this rule of con- 
struction, we should hear less of the 


controversy between Calvinists and . 


Arminians. Without entering Into 
minute distinctions upon abstruse 
points of doctrine, Christians would 
cordially unite in drawing from 
them the practical lessons to which 
the sacred writers constantly make 
them subservient. Waving al! spe- 
culative questions cs to the nature 
of the Divine decrees, and the uni- 
versality of Chrisi’s redemption, 
they would agree, that all who 
would be saved must use “all dili- 
gence tomake” their “ calling and 
clection sure ;’’ that salvation is to 
be obtained only through the atone- 
ment of the Son of God, and the 
sanctifying influence of the Holy 
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Spirit; and that to man, therefore, 
belongeth the deepest humility, to 
God all the glory. While bringing 
forth the fruits of holiness, and pre- 
serving, through Divine grace, “a 
conscience void of offence both to- 
wards God and towards man,’ the 
Calvinist would feel an assurance, 
and the Arminian a well-grounded 
hope, that God, who once loved him, 
would love him to the end, and en- 
able him to finish his course with 
joy. Sronm: this trust in God, they 
would both derive support and con- 
solation in the pilgrimage of life. 
Atthe same time, well knowing that 
Without holiness no one shall see 
the Lord,” and that he who Is liv- 
ing in habitual and allowed sin, Is 
living in a state of condemnation, 
they would carefully examine them- 
selves by the standard of Ged’s 
word, lest their hope should be 
found to be built not on the Rock, 
but on the sand, and should fail 
them at the judgement day: they 
would be instant in prayer, and con- 
Stantly pressing forward to higher 
degrees of holiness, that so the evi- 
dences of their faith might be more 
clear, and their hope might become 
“the anchor of the soul, sure and 
stedfast.”’ b. 
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Rom. il. 23——4// have sinned 
come short of the glory of God. 


Tur Holy Ghost, in writing the 
Scriptures, seems In nothing more 
diligent than to pull down the 
vain glory and pride of m: any which 
ofall vices are the most universally 
erafted in all mankind, even from 
the first infection our father 
Adam. Theretore we olten 
taughtin Scripture, to guard against 
this old rooted vice, and to culti- 
vate the contrary virtue of humility ; 
to know ourselves, and to remem- 
ber what we are of ourselves. In 
the book of Genesis, God gives us 
al, in our great father Adam,a title 


of 
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and whither we are going: ‘* In the 
sweat of thy face shalt thou eat 
bread till thou return unto the 
eround ; for out of it wast thou ta- 
ken: dust thou art, and unto dust 
shalt thou return.’’ 

Also, the holy patriarch Abraham 
did well remember this name and 
title, dust, earth, and ashes, appoint. 
ed by God to ail mankind: and 
therefore he calls himseifl by that 
name, when he makes his earnest 
prayer for Sodom and Gomorrah. 
And we read that Judith, Esther, 
Job, Jeremiah, with other holy men 
and women in the Oid Testament, 
did use sackcloth, and cust dust and 
ashes upon their heads, when they 
bewailed their sins. ‘They cried to 
God for help and mercy, with 
these ceremonies, that thereby they 
might declare to the whole world, 
What an humble and lowly estima- 
tion they had of themselves, and 
how well they remembered their 
true name and tte ; their vile, cor- 
rupt, frail nature, dust, earth, and 
ashes. And God commanded his 
prophet salah to make a proclama- 
tion to the whole world: and Isaiah 


asking, °* What shall I cry!’ the 
Lord answered, * vst that all flesh 
Is grass,’ and * that all the goodliness 


thereof is as the lower of the field ; 
the grass with he flower fadeth, 
because the Spirit of the Lord blow- 
eth upon it. Surely the people is 
oerass.”” And the holy man 
having himself had great expericnce 
of the miserable and sinful estate of 
man, declares thes same to the worid 
in these words: * \ian that is born 
of a woman Is of few days, and full 
of trouble : he cometh texth tke a 
flower, and is cut down: fleeth 
also as a shadow, and continuet! 
not. And dost thou open thine eyes 
upon such an one, and bringest me 
into judgement with thee ¢ Who can 
bring a ciean thing out “¢ an un- 
clean? Not one.” Jobxiv. l—4. And 
ali men,ot their depravity and natural 
proneness, are so universally given 
to sin, that, as the peg saith, 
“ God repent cd that he had made 
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tio was so much provoked, that he 
drowned all the world with a flood, 
except Noah and his little heuse- 
hold. Itis not without great cause 
that the Scriptures so many times 
eall all men in the world by this 
word,earth. ‘Phus He plainly nam- 
ed us, who knows best, both what 
we are and what we ought of right 
to be called. And to the same ef- 
ject he declares, speaking by his 
faithful apostie St. Paul: “ Both 
Jews and Gentiles are all under sin ; 
us itis written, There is none righ- 
teous, no, not one: there Is none that 
h, there Is none that 
aiter God. ‘Thev are ail 
of the wav, they are to- 
veiher become unprofitable ; there 
Is none that doeth good, no, not one. 


understandet 
seeketh 
sone oul 


Theu turesxt an open sepulchre ; 
with their tongues they have used 


deceit; the poison of asps is under 
their lips: whose mouth is full of 
cursing and bitterness: their feet 
are svwilt to shed blood: destruction 
misery are In their ways 3 and 
the of peace buve they not 
known: there is no fear of God be- 
fore their eyes.’ Rom iit. 10—?8, 
And im another place, St. Paul 
thus writes: ** God hath concluded 
ali men inunbehef, that he might 
Lhe Scripture 


have mercy 3 Hale 
sin, that the pro- 


and 
way 


y 
. 
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OW cil. 
shuts up all under 
mise by faith of Jesus Christ should 
be given unto them that believe. St. 
Paul, in many places, paints us in 
our true colours, as * children of 

wrath,’? even when we are born, and 
as unabie of ourselves to think a 
good thought. And the Wise Man 
saith in the book of Proverbs, * the 
just man falicth seven times a-day.” 
Job, that tried and approved man, 
distrusted all his works. St. John the 
Bapust, though sanctified from his 
mothers womb, and praised before 
he was born, being called great be- 
fore the Lord, filled even from his 
birth with the Hoiy Ghost, the pre- 
parer of the way of our Saviour 
Christ, and declared by him to be 
“more than a prophet, and the 
ereatest that ever was 


woman ;”’ John the Baptist 


vet 


born of 
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plainly allows, that he had need to 
be washed of Christ. He extols and 
glorifies his Lord and Master Christ, 
and humbles himscif as unworthy to 
loose the latchet of his shoes. Such 
also docs St. Paul confess himseil 
to be of himself, giving, «s a most 
faithful servant, all praise to his 
Master and Savicur. in hke man- 
ner the blessed St. John, in his own 
name and that of all other holy men, 
open contession—* If 
have no sit, we de- 


makes this 
we say that we 
ceive ourselves, and the truth 1s not 
inus. If we contess our sins, God 
is faithful and yust to forgive us our 
sins, and to cleanse us {from all un- 


righteousness. If we say that we 


have not sinned, we make him 
a liar. and his word is not in us.’ 


The Wise Man also, in Ecclesiastes, 
makes this general confession 
‘* There Is not a just man on earth 
that doth good and sinveth net.” 
And David is ashamed of his sin, 
but not to confess his sin. Llow 
ofien and how earnestly does he im- 
plore God’s great mercy for his great 
olfences, and entreat that God w vould 

not enter into judgment with him! 
And aguin, how weil does this holy 
man weigh his sins, when he ad- 
mits, In the nineteenth Psalm, that 
they are so many, and so secret, that 
it is impossible, without the Divine 
help, to understand them. Having 
this just and deep view of his SIDS, 
yet feeling himself unable fully to 
understand them, he prays to God 
to cleanse him from his secret faults, 
the knowledge of which he could 
not otherwise attain to. And these 
his sins he rightly traces from their 
original root and spring, saying; 
“ Behold I was shapen in miquity, 
and in sin did my mother conceive 
me.’? Our Saviour Christ saith, that 
“there is none good but God,” and 
that we can do nothing that is good 
without him; nor can avy man 
come to the Father but by Christ. 
Hecommands usalso to say, * When 
we have done all that it was our 
duty to do,” that we are still “ un- 
profitable servants.’’ He prefers the 
penitent Publican before the proud 
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and vain-glorious Pharisee. He calls 
himself a Physician, not for those 


that are Whole, but ior those that are 
sick. He teaches us 1n our prayers 
to whknowledge ourseives sinners, 


and to ask righteousness, and deli- 
verance from all eviis, at our hea- 
venly Father’s hand. He declares 
that the sins of our own hearts do 
defile ourselves. He teaches that 
an evil word or thought deserves 
condemuation, affirming that * we 
shail give account for every idle 
word.’? He says, * He came to seck 
and to save them that were lost.”’ 
Theretore few oi the Pharisees were 
saved by him, because tiey justified 
themselves by their counterfeit holi- 
ness before men. Let us, then, be- 
ware of such hypocrisy, vain-glory, 
and justifying cf ourseives. 

Thus have we heard how humbly 


ail good men have always thought of 


themselves; and how they are taught 
so to think and judge of themselves 
by God in his holy word. [Tor of our- 
selves we are as crab-trees, that can 
bring forth no apples. 
wens of such earth, as can but 
bring forth weeds. Our fruits are 
declared in the fifth chapter to the 
Galatiuns. We have neither faith, 
charity, hope, patience, chastity, nor 
any thing else that is good, but of 
God; and theretore these viriuces be 
called there the jruzts of the Holy 
Ghost, and not the fruits of man. 
Let us therefore achuowledge our- 
seives belore God, to be, wiat we 
are indeed, mis serable and wretched 
sinners. And let us earnestly re- 
pent, and humble ourseives heartily, 
and cry to God for mercy. Let us 
vil coufess with mouth and heart 
that we are full « rfections: let 
us know our own works, how im- 
perfect they are, and then we shall 
hot stand foolishly and arrogantly in 
our own conceit, nor challenge any 
Part of justification by our merits or 
works. For truly there are imper- 


impel 


fections in our best works: we do 
hot love God so much as we are 
bound to do, with all our heart, mind, 
“nd power: we do not fear God so 
v. No. 12]. 
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much as we ought to do: we donct 
pray to God, but with great and many 
imperfections : we give, forgive, be- 
lieve, live, and hope impertecily : 
we speak, think, and act imperiect- 
ly: we fight against the devil, the 
world, and the flesh imperiectly : 
jet us therefore not be ashamed to 
confess plainly our state of imper- 
fection: yea, let us not be ashamed 
to confess imperfection even in our 
best works. Let none of us be’ 
ashamed to say with the boly St. Pe- 
ter, ““IT ama sinful man.’ Let us 
say with the holy prophet David, 
‘‘ We have sinned with our fathers ; 
we have done amiss, and dealt wick- 
edly.” Let us all make open con- 
fession with the Prodigal Son, to our 
Father, and say with him, “ We 
have sinned against Heaven, and be- 
fore thee, O Father: we are no more 
woriby to be calied thy sons” Let 
us say with holy Baruch, ‘* To the 
Lord our God is wortbily ascribed 
righteousness ; to us and to our fa- 
thers, open shame: we have sinned, 
we have done ungodly, we lave deait 
unrighteously iu all thine ordinan- 
ces.” Let us all say with the holy 
prophet Daniel, * O Lord, righteous- 
ness belongeth to thee ; bui unto us 
contusion of face.” We bave sinned, 
we have offended, we have fied tiom 
thee, we have gone back trom all 
thy precepts and judgments.— Thus 
do we learn ot all good men in the 
Scriptures, to humble ourselves, and 
to extol and glorify God. 

Thus we have heard how evil we 
are of ourselves ; how of ourselves, 
and by ourselves, we have no good- 
ness, help, or salvation. but, on the 
contrary, sin, damnation, and death 
everlasting: which if we deeply 
weleh and consider, we shall the 
better understand the great mercy 
of God, and how our salvation comes 
only by Christ. For in ourselves 
(as of ourselve 25) we find no means 
of deliverance from this miserable 
Captivity, into which we are cast, 
through the envy of the devil, by 
breaking of God’s commandment in 
our first parent, Adam. Weare all 
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become unclean; but we all are not 
able to cleanse ourselves, nor to 
make one another clean. We are by 
nature the children of God’s wrath: 
but we are not able to make our- 
selves the children and inheritors of 
God’s Giory. We are sheep that run 
astray: but we cannot of our own 
power come again to the sheepfold, 
so great is our imperfection and 
weakness. In ourselves, therefore, 
May we not glory, since of ourselves 
we are only siniul: neither may we 
rejoice In any works that we do, all 
of them being so imperieci and im- 
pure, that they are not able to stand 
before the righteous judgment-seat 
of God, as the holy prophet David 
saith: ‘inter not into judgment with 
thy servant, O Lord: forinthy sight 
shall no man living be justified.” 
To God, therelore, must we flee, or 
else shall we never find peace and 
quictness of conscience. Tor he is 


‘the Fatherof mercies, and God of 


all consolation.” He is the Lord, 
with whom is “ pilenteous redemp- 
tion :”? he is the God who oi * his 


own mercy hath saved us,” and 
shewn his exceeding love towards 


us, In thatof his own voluntary good- 
hess, when we were perishing, he 
saved us, and provided an everlast- 
ing kingdom for us. And all these 
heavenly treasures are given us, not 
for our own deserts, merits, or good 
ceeds (of which in ourselves we have 
pone), but of his mere mercy ireely. 
And for sake? Traly for 
Jesus Christ's pure and 
undefiled Lambofi God. He is that 
dearly beloved Son, for whose sike 
God is fully satisfied, and rece oncile: 
to man. Tes *Sthe Lamb of God 
which taketh away the sins of the 
world ;” of whom only it may be 
truly said that he did “ all things 
well, and in his mouth was found no 
None but he alone may say, 


whose 
sake, that 


muile.”’ 
‘* Phe prince of this world came, 
andin me hath nothing.” ars he 
alone may also say, * VV! hich of fyou 
shall reprove me of any fault: He 
is the high and everlasting Priest, 
himself once 


which bath * etlered 


‘for a! 


1!” upon the altar of the cross, 
and * with that one oblation hath 
made perfect for evermore them that 
are sanctified.”’ He is the ‘* alone 
Mediator between God and man,” 
which paid our ransom to God, with 
his own blood,’’ and with that hath he 
‘cleansed us all from sin.” He is 
the Physician, which healeth all our 
diseases. He is the Saviour, who 
saves his people “from all theirsins:” 
He is that flowing and most plente- 
ous fountain, “of whose fulness ali we 
have received.” ‘ Forin him aijone 
are hid all the treasures of the wis- 
dom and knowledge of God.’” And in 
him, and by him, have we, from God 
the Father, all good things pertain- 
ing either to the body or to the soul. 
QO hew much are we bound to this 
our heavenly Father for his great 
mercies, which he hath so plente- 
ously declared unto us in Christ 
Jesus our Lord and Saviour! W hat 
thanks worthy and sufficient can we 
eive to Him? Let us all with one 
accord burst out with joyful voice, 
ever praising and magnifying this 
Lord of mercy, for his loving kind- 
ness shewn unto us in his dearly be- 
loved Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
‘To conclude : we have heard what 
we are of ourselves; very. sinful, 
wretched,and damnable. We have 
also heard how that of curselves, and 
by ourselves, we are not able either 
to think a good thought, or work a 
eood deed; so that we can find In 
ourselves no hope of salvation, but 
rather whatsoever makes for our de- 
struction. We have further heard 
the tender kindness and ¢reat merev 
Father towards us, and 
to bestow blessings 
without 


of God the 
how ready he Its 
upon us for Chrisi’s sake, 
our merits or deserts, even of his 


own mere mercy and tender good- 


ness. Let us then learn to know 
ourselves, our frailty and weakness, 
Without any boasting of our own 


eood deeds and merits. Let us also 


acknowledge the exceeding mercy of 


(;od towards us, and confess, that as 
of ourselves come all evil and dam- 
nation; so likewise of him come a!! 
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goodness and salvation ; as God him- 
self hath said by the prophet Hosea: 
«QO Israel, thy destruction cometh 
of thyself: but in me ts thy help and 
comfort.” li we thus humbly submit 
ourselves in the sight of God, we 
may be sure that in the time of his 
visitation he will raise us up unto the 
kinedom ol his dearly beloved Son, 
Christ Jesus our Lord; to whem, 
with the LTather, and the Holy 
Ghost, be all honour and glory for 
ever. Amen.* 


yo the Editor of the Christian Observer. 


Your a ae aa G. B., in your 
number for October last, p. 618, has 
given a summary, and, as far as I 
perceive, a scriptural view of the 
sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. It 
is much to be wished that this divine 
ordinance of our holy religion were 
more clearly understood, and gene- 


* The intelligent reader will perceive that 
the above sermon is taken, with only a few 
omissions and some slight verbal altera- 
tions, from the Homily, “ On the Misery 
of M: ankind, and of his Condemnation to 
Death everlasting by his own Sin.” It con- 
tains the doctrine of the church peapestng 
the natural corruption of man; and we 
should be glad if the Bishop of L incoln, or 
any of his followers, would point out where- 
in it varies from the view given of the same 
subject by such writers as are the objects 
of his Lordship’s attack in his late “* Refu- 
tation of Calvinism.” 





1812.] On Self-examination.—Remarks on the Theories of Population. 19 


rally attended to, by the professed 
members of our established church. 
It is unquestionably a duty of great 
importance and uulity in the Chris- 
tian life, and a conscientious regard 
to it is incumbent on all who love 
our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity. 
But there is a very interesting 
branch of personal religion connect- 
ed with it, and referred toin general 
terms by G. B., which I should be 
elad if he, or any other of your cor- 
respondents, would more full consi- 
der—I mean the duty of self-exami- 
nation. I do not remember to have 
secn this subject distinctly discussed 
in any of the pages of your usetul 
work. I should therefore think that 
a concise statement of what is essen- 
tial to this branch of personal piety, 
with some short directions for the 
most profitable method of conduct- 
ing it, would be very acceptable to 
your readers in general, as well as to, 
Yours, kc. 
A CONSTANT READER. 


We join in the wish expressed by 
our correspondent. In the mean 
time, however, we would refer him 
tothe following passages of our work, 
among many others, jor some hints 
on the im portant subject of seif-ex- 
amination, viz. vol. for 1802, pp. 156, 
219, 632,693; vol. tor 1803, pp. 205, 
401; vol. for 1805, pp. 465, 716; 
vol. for 1808, p. 286; and vol. for 
1809, p. 559. 





MISCELLANEOUS. 


To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 


Tne soundness of the rival theorics 
of population must ultimately be de- 
termined by fact. In the mean time, 
the speculations of Mr. Malthus are 
partly opposed on the ground of their 
assumed inconsistency with the ar- 
rangements of Providence. ‘The 
scheme, it is agreed, virtually char- 
ges the Creator with cruelty ; be- 





cause he suffers beings to come into 
a world, where, in a certain period, 
their redundance will occasion a ge- 
neral famine. 

But let it be asked, first, Is it true, 
that this world, including animate 
and inanimate nature, is 1n a state of 
moral and physical derangement? 
Vor if this de the case, why are we 
to be startled by a theory, which, 
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instead of offering violence to a 
pre-conceived opinion, actually con- 
firms that opinion; and, as such, 
positively demands our acceptance? 
Are we not formally bound, not 
merely to examine it with impar- 
tiality, but to enter upon its investi- 
gation with the direct hope of ascer- 
taining its truth? If we value any 
opinion, we are justified, and we 
certainly justify ourselves, in look- 
ing out for its collateral supports. 

Secondly, Be the theory true or 
false, does it tend to prove the ex- 
istence of an evil greater than any 
Which has hitherto disturbed the 
happiness of mankind ? If it do not, 
then you are complaining of the 
discovery of a species of misery in- 
ferior in malignant efficacy to one 
already operating upon the affairs of 
mankind; and concerning which 
confessedly existing evil you offer 
no objection in regard to zfs incon- 
sistency with the arrangements of 
Providence. On the other hand, if 
the recently discovered evil be really 
greater than all former sources of 
calamity, then the objector seems 
to have ascertained the precise mea- 
sure of evil which the Creator may 
permit, consistently with the exer- 
cise of his mcral attributes, 

Let the moral part of the theory 
be examined by the rules of analo- 
ev; which, I presume, teach us to 
investigate doubtful propositions by 
comparing them with acknowledged 
truths. The inguiries above are 
analogical. The doctrine of origi- 
nal sin is asserted to derive most 
powerful confirmation from the ne- 
torious sufferings of mankind. The 
Scripture declares, ** Man is born to 
trouble, as the sparks fly upward— 
the creature was made subject to 
vanily—the whole creation groaneth 
and travaileth in pain torether unl 
now.’ These solemn affirmations 
are judged to account sausfactorily 
for the tremendous aggregate of ca- 
lamitty already apparent in the con- 
stitution and course of nature. Why 
is the inductive precess to be inter- 
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of this kind, I trust we all are con- 
scious of standing upon holy ground. 
This premised, | venture to suggest, 
that a man who uses his understand- 
ing, may as reasonably be sceptical 
about the eternity and intenseness 
of future punishments—(for can Ae 
discern the proportion between the 
demerit of sin and the severity of 
the penalty ?)—as about the most 
calamitous results of this disputed 
theory. Yet the arrangements of 
the Divine procedure, if examined 
at all, must be equally examined in 
their connection with a future state, 
where Divine justice and mercy are 
to be fully vindicated. If Provi- 
dence, 


From seeming evil still educes good, 

In infinite progression— 
the seeming evil of a redundant po- 
pulation is surely less mysterious 
than the everlasting pains of millions 
of creatures. A practical Christian, 
instead of losing himself in the per- 
plexitics combined with a revealed 
truth, makes it a question of fact, 
whether an alleged doctrine be, or 
be not, tobe found in the Scriptures ; 
and if it 6e found there, he rests 
himself on the credit and authority 
of inspiration. He receives the 
kingdom of God as a little child, and 
therefore enters into it. 

Let it farther be inguired, whe- 
ther, in circumstances of political 
embarrassment, it be not the duty 
of a government to attempt the re- 
moval of moral causes by moral mea- 
sures, but the remedy of civil incon- 


veniences by the usual means of 


worldly policy.—Now, on the sup- 
position that a given European pro- 
vince (Swisserland for instance) is at 
this moment so inundated by its pe- 
pulation, as that no agricultural and 
commercial exertion can save it 
froma partial famine within the suc- 
cecding twelve months, the question 
is, whether the state of this province 
is to be quiescently regarded as an 
extraordinary example of the judi- 
cial severity of Providence; so ex- 
traordinary as to stand distinct from 
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all preceding manifestations of such 
severity ? 1 must hesitate before | 
venture to reply affirmatively. I 
would rather suggest, that, if the 
eovernment of this province had 
duly watched the stream of popula. 
tion, they might have calculated,with 
all the accuracy necessary for practi- 
cal purposes, when the waters would 
rise to the level immediately below 
that of an inundation. ‘The measure 
demanded by this calculation would 
be, to divert the superfluous ude into 
new channels, as the only mean of 
saving the surrounding country. Let 
not the Anti-Malthusians smile at 
this illustration, till they have, in the 
first place, given ina rough estimate 
of the physicai capacities, not mere- 
ly of the uninhabited regions of the 
earth, but of the most populous and 
most civilized dominions of Europe 
and Asia; not forgetting even poor 
China, where, as veracious travel- 
lers assert, one cannot find any space 
more extensive than the surface of 
a spangle, but what is cultivated and 
cropped, till the soil is ready to 
scream with irritability. Great 
portions even of the British islands,* 
immense tracts of European and 
Asiatic Russia, ofthe peninsula west 
of the Pyrenees, and of Turkey (J 
mention only such divisions of wil- 
dermess as Immediately occur to 
me), are yet ina state of nature. 
Add to these, the boundless regions 
of central Africa; central America 
on both sides of the istlimus of Pa- 
nama; and the whole of Australasia 
and Polynesia; all of which may be 
regarded as uninhabited. The party 
opposed to Mr. Malthus, I suppose, 
will begin to suspect me of a wish 
to decoy the human superflux of 
Swisserland into flat-bottomed boats, 


* In 1806, the cultivated land of South 
Britain was computed at 39,000,000 ; the 
waste at 7,888,777 acres. Of the latter, in- 
deed, about a million and a half were sup- 
Posed to be wholly unimprovable, or fit only 
for plantations —The extent of the Russian 
empire is 9,200 by 2,400 English miles, 
with the scanty population of 36,500,000 


souls, 
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in order to float down the Rhone into 
the Gulf of Lyons, and thence to be 
shipped off for the coasts of Califor- 
nia. Be the suspicion just or other- 
wise, I do formally, in the second 
place, require these gentlemen to 
tell both myself and the public at 
large, whether the repletion of one 
district be not a hint suiliciently in- 
telligible, in this age of economists, 
that it is high time to transport the 
redundance into regions, where the 
whole population of civilized Lurope 
might breathe freely, and increase, 
even on the scheme of doubling in 
twenty-five years, without any pre- 
sent need to calculate consequences. 
This very principle of transfer is, 
by all parties, allowed to be actually 
in operation in our own island; 
where the redundant births of the 
agricultural districts flow into the 
towns; which, without such supply, 
would not maintain their proper 
level. In towns of a moderate size 
(and much more in such immense 
masses of population as Liverpool, 
Glasgow, &c. &c.), the deaths are 
as 1 in 28 or 29 ; in agricultural vil- 
lages, they are frequently only 1 in 
50 or 60. Colonies have been found- 
ed by the lust of gold, by religious 
intolerance, and by the expatriation 
of felons, no longer to be trusted at 
home; but has modern Europe, in 
one single instance, established even 
a factory or a fishery on the surplus 
of its own human produce ?* It will 
be alleged, there has been 70 sur- 
plus. But, as Hamlet says, ** Zhat 
is the question.” 

A powerful critic (in the British 
Review, No. IV. pp. 475, 476) has 
fallen out with Mr. Mauithus on the 
subject of the population of Otaheite. 
Captain Cook, inthe year 1773, sup- 
posed the inhabitants of this island 
to be 204.000. Turnbull, about 
ten years ago, reduced the number 
to 5000. The 204,000 and the 
5000 are the totals contrasted by the 


* Lord Selkirk’s experiments in Prince 
Edward’s Island may, perhaps, be men- 
tioned as an exception to the rule here 
supposed, 
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reviewer; and form the basis of his 
argument. But the missionaries in 
1799 (that is, about the period of 
Turnbull’s voyage), assert the num- 
ber of the inhabitants to be 16,050. 
Their mention of the odd fifty seems 
incidentally to prove that their cen- 
sus was the result of actual enume- 
ration. However, the force of the 
arguments respectively founded by 
Mr. Malthus and the reviewer, is 
strangely weakened by the mission- 
ary evidence. The infanticide prac- 
tised in the island, is a circumstance 
witch may be accounted for inde- 
pendently of any supposed arrange- 
menton the part et the parent to 
check the population ; at least, where 
the parent is not a picbeian. It 
seems, then, that the population of 
Otaheite never amounted to the cal- 
culation of Cook, nor descended to 
that of Turnbull. Arithmetic has 
always been hostile to hypothesis ; 
though it is conceded inthe present 
instance, that both Maltbus and the 
reviewer fairly judged their rival 
systems to be befriended by simple 
addition. But so much for rival sys- 
tems, each built on misinformation ! 
Pinkerton, no incompetent judge of 
statistical questions, thinks that the 
whole of Austraiasia and Polynesia 
does not contain above 300,000 souis; 
and he chastises Forster for com- 
puting the population cf Otahcite 
at 160,000; though so considerable 
a deduction from the number as- 
signed by Captain Cook. 

The reviewer has unaccountably 
given us to understand, that no ex- 
traordinary measure of vice is to be 
found in this island; whereas 


equally notorious is the positive 
check it affords to the natural pro- 
gress of population. The profiigacy 
of the inhabitants is at least in pro- 
portion to the envied climate, exu- 
berant vegetation, and Juxuricus 
scenery, of this Hesperian region ; 
but by the rightcous arrangzement of 
Providence, their abuse of its boun- 
ty is recoiling upon these children of 
; and they scem at this hour 
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to be “receiving in themselves that 
recompense of their error which was 
meet.”’ 

Mr. Malthus’s theory is accused 
of a tendency to create a positive 
check on the progress of charity ; 
since every assistance given to the 
lower orders encourages the mar- 
riage of young persons, who expect 
the same gratuities which were con- 
ferred on their parents, to be be- 
stowed on themselves, when they 
venture Into domesuc troubles. But 
any individual, with a judgment 
liberalized by Chrisuanity, will be 
charitable in practice, at the very 
time when his political theories con- 
demn the cause which calls forth the 
exercise of his principies. lie may 
advise moral restraint, while he. st- 
lently determines to relieve the sub- 
ject of his admonition, should cir- 
cumstances render relief necessary. 
Whatever consequences he foresees, 
or thinks to be inevitable, will not 
be suffered to suspend an act ol pre- 
scent duty 5 for this simple reason, 
that the results of all things may 
safely be left with Cmniscience. 

But I would here remark, that the 
alarm exciicd insome serious minds 
by the system of Mr. Aialthus, seems 
to me to wear the appearance of a 
disposition to question the powers of 
Providence to meet the exigencies 
of a supposed crisis in the affairs of 
the world; or to doubt the Divine 
mercy in eventually permitung a 
scarcity so calamitous In its conse- 
quences, as even to occasion the de- 
struction of half the species. Suppos- 
wu such a scarcity actually to depo- 
pulate halfthe carth once inevery ge- 
neration—willit be thought romantic 
to make this inquiry,—- Would man- 
kind consent to purchase, by sub- 
mitung to this periodical scourge, a 
perfect immunity from ail other evil 5 
from every cisquictude of mind, in- 
cluding the usual sources of domes- 
tic uneasiness (trifling indeed when 
contemplated individually, bat far 
otherwise in the aggregate); the 
desolation of spirit occasioned vy the 


wounds, or the loss of friends ; the 
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distractions of remorse, of shame, of 
defeat, of fear, of jealousy, of insulted 
pride; the perturbation of guilt and 
despair ;—an in:munity from every 
derangement of the animal system ; 
the languor of protracted debility ; 
the throbs of protracted torture ; 
from all that appals the imagination 
in prospect, or maddens with e >XCESS 
of agony when actually endured ;— 
ap Immunity also from the effects of 
popular commotion; from the ter- 


rors of war—*‘ upon the earth, dis- 
tress of nations, with perplexity 


men’s hearts failing them with fear, 
and for looking alter those things 
which are coming on the earth ; 
nation rising against Nation, and 
kingdom against kingdom ’’*—the tire 
and the sword? Would men Calny 
or would they not gain, by this 
compromise £ Let those think out 
an answer to this inquiry who have 
taken the dimensions of human mi- 
sery, from a fair knowledge of the 
world, added to their own practical 
acquaintance with sorrow and pain. 

Phe Antui-Malthusians talk unad- 
visedly in asserting that individuals 
iy the middie and higher ranks, 
though of small fortune, may marry. 
Their statement amounts to this: 
the 2004. or 4002. a year, which suf- 
lice for a bachelor, would ssn for 
at ay ; but with the mistaken as- 

imption, that persons may accom- 
m ae - their married habits to their 
single incomes; as if (to say nothing 
ei the hardier sex) a woman of re- 
inement could step down from a life 


of comparatively luxurious ease, to 


the coarse housewiferyv of @ ftarm- 
house. The question is not, whe- 
+ 


®@ ther inexperience, encouragcdor de- 
Mm luded by strong attachment, would 
persuade her to venture into such 
@ servitude ; but wheth er aman, vyho 
m deserved tobe happy with bay, could 


)) bring himselfto prepose this dark de- 


escent. If an indigent bachelor av 

# marry, he would niost provably con- 
| “igs his own happiness,and mest cer- 
@ tuniy his convenience, by soliciting 
the hand of his laundress’s danghter, 


whose tears be li kely to 
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flow at the reflection of having rashly 
encountered distresses which already 
oppress, and will inevitably oppress 
more. ‘There would be no senti- 
ment, no sympathy, nostruggle ofa 
delicate mind, to suppress tender 
upbraidings ; noconfiict of passionate 
love, with the bitter consequences of 
poverty and. seli-condemnation. All 
this would be satisfactorily escaped. 
There would be a sordid house; a 
more sordid wile ; with no cause of 
affliction to #er, but such as would 
‘“ make Tom Butcher weep.” Of 
the two evils, I should advise a man 
of genuine feeling to choose the 
young laundress. At all events, it is 
the evil which the Antu-Malthusian 
deserves himself to taste, by way of 
ascertaining the fulland fair value of 
his own liypothesis. Let this despe- 
‘ate speculator understand, that mar- 
riage, if it mean nothing more than 
the legal unton of Robert and Cathe- 
rine, is only a permanent penance, 
fitted to expiate the crimes of Na- 
poleon the Great; but if it real- 
ize its own intent, and fill its own 
capacitics, we must condescend to 
provide against the incursion of vul- 
var wants; and reguiate our cau- 
tionary measures by that true philo- 
sophy of human nature, which in- 
structs us that the most refined emo- 
tions of the mind are far from being 
independent of the soul’s union with 
its ** muddy vesture of decay.’— 
Foolish ventures are indeed made, 
and will be made, in spite of Mr. 
Malthus, end of this paper. Young 
persons will offer and receive ad- 
dresscs In the spirit of affected sen- 
liment; andaiter marriage will have 
fuilicisure for repentance. 
Respecting the general subject 
population, | do not presume to have 
more than a ecneral opinion. On 


et over the very cursory re- 
narks here offered, I the ucht more 
than once that I felt the cround be- 
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haps some of your correspoadents 
will force me to try the suriac 
arain; which I will de withot 





- St = 
" Ser eae tS eee 


gk 





ont ll — iia, saath 


ne 





24 


force, if they will provide me stilts, 
and dry stockings, In the event of 
reaching the quicksand. When I 
began these observations, my chief 
design was, and chief it remains, to 
write for the sake of obtaining infor- 
ination from others, who, from their 
habit» of investigation on subjects of 
this nature, are qualified to repress 
the dogmatism of all posiiive and 
freitul theorists. I have been told 
that Mr. Pitt’s views of population 
were coincident with the new sys- 
tem. Of course, he regarded the 
matter as a branch of political phi- 
Josophy. The readers of your work 
will connect it with the moral go- 
vernment of God. Far from wishing 
to violate this hallowed connection, 
I would endeavour to strengthen it ; 
but by inquiring again, whether the 
worst supposable consequences of 
the obnoxious hypothesis may not 
be as reconcilable with the ar- 
rangements of Providence, as the 
proportion of evil actually known to 
be infused into the system of this 
world. Human vindications of the 
Divine procedure must be founded 
on Divine revelation, as illustrated 
by the visible creation. 

When Milton ventured to justify 
Providence, he took care to occupy 
the vantage ground of Scripture ; 
and the didactic part of his perform- 
ance is merely a poetical amplifica- 
tion of the simple statements of the 
Bible. Then came the twin philoso- 
phers, Bolingbroke and Pope, with 
the beggarly elements of human 
wisdom. Yet the Essay on Man con- 
tains many a noble sentiment; and 
divinity at least as excellent as can 
be detected in the writings of such 
of Mr. Malthus’s opponents as deny 
(this is far from being the case, how- 
ever, with the British Reviewer) the 
catholic doctrine of original sin, 
while they revolt at the charge sup- 
posed to be brought by his system 
werainst tee benevolence of the Del- 
Let these persons explain how 
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the permission of the crimes perpe- 
trated during the last twenty-three 
years by revolutionary France, ad- 
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justs itself to the scheme of univer- 
sal goodness; and I will dare to 
promise them full satisfaction on 
every branch of the hypothesis, 
which, right or wrong, has persuad- 
ed me to adopt the general senti- 
ments, and, in the present commu- 
nication, the signature of, 
Sir, your @ priori reader, 
A MALTHUSIAN. 








‘bo the F.ditor of the Christian Observer. 

My education and habits of life asa 
tradesman have inclined me hitherto 
to be but lictie of a politician. I have 
in general contented myself with the 
regular routine of my business ; and, 
excepting the attention which Is at 
times forcibly cailed to the iIn:por- 
tantoccurrences of the present event- 
ful period, I have left state affairs to 
wiser heads than mine, thankiul to 
Providence that my humble sphere 
did not expose me to many of those 
severe trials, which I am sure they 
must experience, who, being called 
upon to decide in matters oi state, 
on questions of the most intricate 
nature, at the same time wish to 
preserve a conscience void of offence 
towards God and man. 

But it has unfortunately  hap- 
pened, of late years, either from the 
unbounded spirit of adventure in our 
merchants, or from the too ready ear 
which our Government has Icnt to 
their statements, thatcommerce and 


politics have become so much con- 7 


nected with each other, as to require 
from the merchant, and those con- | | 
cerned with him, an accurate know: | e 
ledge of the politics of the day, in| | 
addition to that of his own trade 
Formerly, it was deemed a relaxa- 
tion totake up the newspapers occa- | | 
sionally, after the business of the |7 
day Wag over; but now, a man is [§ 
almost compelled to study them, 1 
order to guard against being led into 
dangerous errors in his mercantile 
adventures, by the frequent changes 
in the measures of Government re- | 7 
specting commerce. I confess, Mr. 
Ieditor, this is a matter which, > 
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an old-fashioned man, I cannot ap- 
prove of. I think it highly proper 
that statesmen should make them- 
selves acquainted with the outlines 
of trade and commerce in general, 
but I do not like to see too many of 
our manufacturers and merchants 
turn statesmen. One cannot help 
fearing, that, instead of legislating 
for their country, upon an enlarged 
principle, their attention may be too 
much drawn to their own individual 
interests. 

These thoughts have occurred to 
me, inconsidering the many difficul- 
ties which I have experienced of late 
in carrying on my own trade occa- 
sioned by the new-fashioned system 
of commerce ; and which I cannot 
but think would have had no exist- 
ence, if Government had not been 
too anxious to please the mercantile 
part of the nation, at the expense 
(in my opinion) of sound policy,—I 
had almost said, at the expense of 
every principle of morality. You 
will easily suppose that I allude to 
the present mode of exporting and 
importing goods to and from those 
countries under the’ control of 
France, and which, with regard to 
us, are in the mongrel character of 
half friends, half foes. I was much 
pleased with some remarks which 
appeared in your work last year, 
particularly a paper, signed Prosus, 
in your number for April 1810,* and 
have been a good deal struck with 


the fulfilment of his almost prophe- 


tic forebodings respecting many of 
the “ nouveaux riches.’’ 

As I before said, Sir, Iam no poli- 
cian ; and perhaps it is on that 
account that I am so utterly at a 
loss how to account for our Govern- 
ment persisting in sanctioning the 
present mode of trade. To me it 
appears, in every point of view, high- 
ly impolitic. I think it tends to de- 
gerade the character of our mer- 
chants and seamen, by accustoming 
them to every species of fraud and 
dissimulation ; for whatever these 
Proteuses may think of then. selves, 

* P. 218. 
Christ. Observ. No. 121, 


judicious remarks on 
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I durst appeal to the common sense 
and honesty, which, thank God, are 
still left in the nation,*whether that 
man must not be considered as de- 
graded, who, merely for his own 
emolument, will one day swear him- 
self an Englishman, another day an 
American, and a third a German, 
just as the wind blows. Another ob- 
jection to this trade, in a political 
point of view, is the disproportion 
between the imports and the exports, 
and that the chief profit arising from 
it goes into the pockets of foreign- 
ers. Another political evil, in my 
opinion, is the great number oi fo- 
reign seamen, who are by these 
mcans educated at our expense for 
Sonaparte : (1 think you did allude 
to this subject in one of your num- 
bers).* These sailors acquire an in- 
timate knowledge of all our coasts 
and harbours; and I think an atten- 
tive observer cannot but have been 
struck with the improved appear- 
ance of these men in the last few 
years. I am much in the habit of 
seeing them, and used to feel some 
elation in the comparison between 
them and our British tars; but I as- 
sure you I secea wonderful alteration 
now in their dress and manners, and 
I hear a good deal of their seaman- 
ship; so that I entertain a far more 
respectable opinion of them as sailors 
than T ever used to do, and cannot 
but have my fears that we shall, on 
some future day, feel the sad effects 
of this great addition to the resources 
of our enemy. Besides these objec- 
tions, it is a matter weil worth con- 
sideration how far we shouid be be- 
nefited by putting a total stop to the 
trade. I say benefited, because I. 
believe, in this as in all other cases, 
it will eventually be found that ho- 
nesty is the best policy. Your cor- 
respondent, Mercaror,t has some 
this head. 
There are, I believe, few of the ar- 
ticles we now get from the Baltic, 
which might not easily be raised in 
our own dominions, either at home 
* See Vol. for 1810, p. 249. 
+ Vol. for 1810, p. 217. 
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orabroad. Surely, if British capital 
and lgenuity were suiiciently ex- 
erted in Ireland and America, we 
should have no temptation to resort 
to such means as are now made use 
of. I might go on to allude to the 
supply of naval stores which the 
enemy receives by the abuse of our 
licenses. It is impossible, upon the 
present system, but that such abuses 
should exist; and I fear, from what I 
have heard, that they exist to a con- 
siderable extent, and that the minds 
of men have become so familiarized 
with it as tothink itno crime, Every 
thing now-a-days, Mr. Editor, has 
some soft appellation to disguise its 
enormity. Forgery and perjury are 
merely a simulated clearance ; and 
a “slipping voyage” is the technical 
term for supplies of naval stores 
conveyed to cur enemies ; which, if 
it could clearly be brought home to 
some of our merchants, would pro- 
bably give them at least a slipping 
voyage to Botany Bay. 

3ut Tmust check myself, or I shall 
consume both your time and pa- 
tience, before I come to my main 
reason for addressing you ; and that 
is, to ask how people in my situation 
ouvht to act under the present cir- 
cumstances. [I need not tell you, 
after what I have written, that I dis- 
approve entirely of the trade in 
quesuon, and should exceedingly 
regret having any thine to do with 
It, doves tly. But indirectly, Sir, we 
all must be concerned in it, In a 
greater or less degree. The desk, 
for instance, on which I write, and 
the candles which give me hght, are 
of Russian produce, besides various 
other articles commonly used for 
domestic purposes. The awregee 1S, 
where to draw the line ; and < shall 
feel myself much obliged to any of 
your humerous correspondents who 
will give himself the trouble to re- 
flect a little en the subject,and favour 
me with his sentiments through the 
medium of your valuable publication. 

My business consists In buying 
hemp and tar of the merchants, and 


manufacturing them into cordage for 


the use of the Aing’s navy and the 
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merchant service ; and this, I think. 
you will agree with me, is a very 
honest and useful calling. Occa- 
sionally I used to derive considerable 
profit by importing my hemp and tar 
direct from Russia myself. The mo- 
ment, however, 1 found that this was 
no longer to be done without fictitious 
papers, laise statements of the voyage 
intended, a false protest of the pre- 
tended loss or capture of the vessel, 
in order to cancel a bond deceitfully 
given in Russia, and many other 
such like deceptions, accompanied, 
I fear, frequently with perjury,— 
“standing up to swear all true,’—I 
did not hesitate torelinquishany con- 
cern in this part of the business : but 
it becomes a serious question with 
me, whether I ought to go further. 
There appears, however, no alterna- 
tive between giving up my business 
entirely, and throwing myself and 
amily out of employment, or buy- 
ine my hemp and tar, as usual, in 
the market, without concerning my- 
self by what means they come there. 
Iam aware that it will not avail 
one moment, to state how great the 
sacrifice must be in the former in- 
stance ; such as extensive warehou- 
ses and machinery unoccupied, and 
labourers and mechanics deprived of 
their labour, &c. Still, however, in 
proportion to the greatness of the 
sacrifice, should be one’s care to do 
nothing rashly, and to weigh well 
whether duty really calls for that 
sacrifice under the circumstances of 
the case. The matter seems to re- 
solve itself simply into this ;—how 
fara man is called upon to investi- 
gate the means by which another 
obtains his goods. It 1s vain to dis- 
euise my suspicions that dishonour- 
able means must have been resorted 
to. But, on the other hand, you will 
picase to observe, that these goods 
are exposed fairly to an open sale in 
the market, without the least in- 
fringement of the laws of one’s coun- 
try. I fear that lics have been told, 
and frauds committed, to obtain these 
eoods. I fear, also, the same may 
be said of many other branches of 
~Butam I therefore to refuse 
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the comforts of society,because many 
tradesmen, in their dealing, set truth 
and conscience at defiance ? Or, will 
my purchasing such goods of the 
importer as above stated, leaving to 
his own conscience to decide on the 
means he employs in obtaining 
them, subject me to the charge of 
being partaker in his sins ? Shall I 
be toid, that a receiveris as bad asa 
thief! or, if so, do you, Sir, consider 
the two cases as analogous? It 
is probable that many people will 
not see much difference between 
them, but still the line must be 
drawn somewhere. It is, indeed, 
possibie that goods so exposed to 
open sale may have been obtained 
in the most unobjectionable manner; 
for instance, of the agents to our 
ships of war who have taken the 
woods at sea, and had them con- 
demned as lawful prizes. After the 
first or second hand, such goods can- 
not easily be known from those ob- 
tained by other means. Am [ then 
called upon to discriminate betwee: 
ihem, scrupulously rejecting the one 
and accepting the other? 

I must beg your pardon, Mr. Edt- 
tor, for this long intrusion ; but, as 
1 doubt not you have many readers 
in nearly a similar situation with 
myself, 1 hope you will not consider 
the subject unworthy a place in the 
pages of the Christian Observer. I 
shall be very happy, on their account 
as well as my own, to be favoured 
with your opinion on the case I have 
stated. 

1 am, very respectfully. &c. 

A ROPEMAKER. 
Wapping, December, 1811. 
ba —_ 


To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 


Y nave lately found, in the hands of 
one of my parishioners, an original 
document, issued by the Pope, in 
the year 1758, against a professional 
man of this place, for having re- 
nounced the errors of the church of 
Rome. As many of your readers 
may never have met with so horrid 
a specimen of papal excommunica- 


Specimen of Papal Excommunication. 
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tion, I will subjoin a copy for inser- 

tion in the Christian Observer, 

you think it worth observing. 
i am, yours, 
MATT. PLACE. 

Hampreston, 

Dec. 1811. 

“ The Popfe’s Curse, Belt, Book, and 
Candle, on.a Heretic, at Hampres- 
fon. 

“ By the authority of the blessed 
Virgin Mary, of St. Peter and Paul, 
and of the holy saints, we excom- 
municate, we utterly curse and ban, 
commit, and deliver to the devil of 
heli, Henry Goldney, of Hampres- 
ton, in the county of Dorset, an in- 
famos heretic, that hath, in spite of 
God, and of St. Peter, whose church 
this is, in spite of all holy saints, 
and in spite of our holy father the 
Pope (God’s vicar here on earth), 
and of the reverend and worshipful 
the canons, masters, priests, Jesuits, 
and clerks of our holy church, com- 
mitted the heinous crimes of sacri- 
lege with the images of our holy 
saints, and forsaken our most holy 
religion, and continues im heresy, 
blasphemy, and corrupt lust. Ex- 
communicate be he finally, and deli- 
vered over to the devil asa perpetual 
malefactor and schismatic. Accurs- 
ed be he, and given soul and body to 
the devil, to be buffeted. Cursed be 
he in all holy cities and towns, in 
ficids and ways, in houses and out 
of houses, and in all other places, 
standing, lying, or rising, walking, 
running, waking, sleeping, eating, 
drinking, and whatsoever he does 
besides. We separate him from the 
threshold; from all the good prayers 
of the church ; from the perticipa- 
tion of holy mass; from all sacra- 
ments, chapels, and altars ; from 
holy bread and holy water: from all 
the merits of our holy priests and 
religious men, and from all their 
cloisters ; from all their pardons, 
privileges, grants, and immunities, 
all the holy fathers (popes of Rome) 
have granted to them; and we give 
him over utterly to the power of the 
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devil ; and we pray to our Lady, and 
St. Peter and St. Paul, and all holy 
saints, that all the senses of his body 
may fail him, and that he may have 
no feeling, except he come openly 
to our beloved priest at Stapehill,* 
in time of mass, within thirty days 
from the third ume of pronouncing 
hereoi by our dear priest there, and 
contess his heinous, heretical, and 
blasphemous crimes, and by true re- 
pentance make satisfaction to our La- 
dy, St. Peter, andthe worshipful com- 
pany ofour holy church of Rome, and 
suifer himself to be buifeted, scourg- 
ed, and spit upon, as our said dear 
priest, in his goodness, holiness, and 
sanctity shall direct and prescribe. 

** Given under the seal of our holy 
church at Rome, the tenth day of 
August, in the year of our Lord 
Christ one thousand seven hundred 
and fifty-eight, and in the first year 
of our pontiticate. <<. hy 

* 8th of October, 1758, pronoun- 
ced the first time. 

“15th of ditto, pronounced the 
second time. 

22d of ditto, pronounced the 
third time.” 


To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 

As you have taken several opportu- 
nities of directing the attention of 
your readers to the state of religion 
among the Irish Roman Catholics, I 
send you an exact copy of a printed 
notice, which fell into my hands in 
the latter end of June last; and I 
trust that its appearance ia the 
pages of your work will have a ten- 
dency to increase that interest in be- 
half of the uninstructed inhabitants 
of this kingdom which you have so 
frequently endeavoured to excite. 


** It is a pious and salutary thought 
to pray for the dead, that they 
may be loosed from their sins.” 
—Mac. il. chap. xii. ver. 3. 


* At Stapehill there is still a chapel, and 
a female convent of the order of La Trappe. 

tT C. R., L suppose, must mean Church of 
Rome. 


28 Purgatorian Society at Dublin. 
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‘“PURGATORIAN SOCIETY, 
‘¢ Under the Protection of the most 
glorious Name of Jesus. 

‘¢ The stability of this society de- 
pends on the punctual payment of 
your arrears, the sooner to yield 
relief to the suffering souls in Pur- 
gutory, supply the wants of our dis- 
tressed clergymen, and for the spi- 
ritual and temporal welfare of its 
members ; the three principal points 
of this laudabie institution. 

«“ N. B. Subscriptions received in 
the school-reom of Rosemary-Lane 
chapel, on the first Sunday of each 
month, from eleven till two o’clock. 

‘“ Your arrears are 6s. 6d., being 
twelve months’ subscription, ending 
June 181i. 

“ (Signed, by order), 
“J. C. Bacon, President. 

“ You are humbly prayed to con- 
tinue your laudable exertions (so 
happily experienced since the com- 
mencement of this society) in ob- 
taining new subscribers.”’ 

The original of this notice Is 
printed on a square piece of paper, 
folded like a note, with blank spaces 
left for the sum In arrear, the num- 
ber of months’ subscription due, and 
the period when they expire; and 
these are regularly filled up. I ob- 
tained it from a dissenting minister 
in Dublin, who had it from one of 
his congregation, that had been edu- 
cated a Roman Catholic. 

The perusal of sucha paper as this, 
is calculated to excite a great variety 
of reflections, which I shall not at- 
tempt to anticipate. We are accus- 
tomedto meet with many such speci- 
mens of the doctrines taught by the 
priests, and received by the people ; 
but what must the inhabitants of Eng- 
land think of the state of a religious 
community, wherein such papers are 
circulated by the teachers, and such 
a society supported by the people? 
Surely darkness covereth the land, 
and gross darkness tle people. 

I am, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 

D~—w, Dec. 1811. ?, 
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The Vision of Don Roderick. 
Poem. By WautTeER Scort, Esq. 
Edinburgh: Ballantyne. 1811. 4to. 
pp. 122. Price 16s. 


‘Tuar works of fiction, grounded on 
historical fact, will generally be less 
interesting than those which owe 
their birth exclusively to the imagi- 
nation, 1s a remark which we be- 
lieve to be just; and the truth of 
which, we tiink, might easily be 
admitted without an appeal to expe- 
rience. For it is obvious, that, in 
productions of which the object is 
ep crtainment, whatever tends tocir- 
cumscribe the field of Invention, 
must, in the same proportion, rob 
them of the charm which forms 
their chief attraction. 

if Shakspeare had confined himself 
to the wars of York and Lancaster, 
his Caliban and his Ariel weuld 
never have been called into being. 
To have **drawn each change of 
many coloured jile,’? might still have 
been his praise; but to * exhaust 
vorids,” and then to “imagine new,” 
are feats beyond the powers of the 
historical fabulist, because they are 
not within his opportunities. 

Nor does the historical tale pos- 
sess any advantages sufficient to out- 
weigh this great objection. Even 
in point of credibility, it has no re- 
commendation; for a partial ad- 
herence to fact renders every devia- 
tion from it more marked and re- 
voltine ; and the mind, which, re- 
Siening itself to the delights of ab- 
@ solute fiction, can at Jast almost 
“hold each strange tale devoutly 
» true,” is, in the mixed species of 
) Narrative, kept in continual incredu- 
Piity by the collision between matter 
7 of fact and matter of invention. 
> Ifthese remarks are applicable to 
Fall works resting on the joint basis 
)ofhistory and fiction, they are pecu- 
girly so to those In which the his- 
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tory is recent, and the personages of 
modern date. Such performances 
have, besides, this additional difficul- 
ty to contend with, that they are on 
the confines of what is ludicrous, 
and, if not sustained by a strong and 
steady hand, inevitably descend into 
burlesque. 

It is for these reasons, that, among 
the poets who have undertaken to ce- 
lebrate the triumphs of their contem- 
poraries, so few have been found com- 
petent to discharge the task with cre- 
dit to their subject or to themselves. 
While the insignificant contests of 
border chieftains, or the predatory 
excursions of an Indian tribe, have 
been recorded in the noblest strains 
of the British Muse, our numerous 
and animating successes by sea and 
by land, graced as they are by the 
lustre of the causein which they have 
been obtained, and consecrated by the 
sympathy of all good men through- 
out the world, have found no poet* 
capable of securing to them the Im- 
mortality which they deserve. 

The war in Spain was a subject, 
therefore, which, with great disad- 
vantages, was still worthy of the 
powers of Mr. Scott, both in respect 
ofits difficulty, and of the neglect 
under which it had hitherto laboured 
from those competent to adorn it 
with poetry ; and we felt, for this 
reason, a sentiment of regret, when 
we collected, both from the size of 
the work before us, and from the 
avowal contained in the advertise- 
ment, that it was meant to be con- 
sidered as a slight and subordinate 
production; the sport, rather than 

* In making this observation, we do not 
forget that Mr. Campbell has written some 
fine stanzas on the Bombardment of Copen- 
hagen; and that the Battles of Talavera is a 
piece of considerable merit ; but we do not 
think that either of these productions can 
be considered as of importance or value 
sufficient to disprove the justice of our re- 
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the effort, of the author’s genius, 
and not one of those capital compo- 
sitions, on the basis of which he rests 
his fame. 

It is impossible, however, that 
Mr. Scott should write without exhi- 
biting some traits of greatness ; and 
ifthe present poem isnottobeclassed 
among his most powerlul perform- 
ances, it is, at least, such as could 
have been produced by no other poct 
of the present day. It possesses 
(though in a more limited degree 
than we have elsewhere seen them) 
the peculiar exceilences which have 
raised this author above his rivals— 
an energy without abruptness or con- 
straint, anda rich strain of invention 
untinctured with extravagance. 

The poem opens with anintroduc- 
tion, in which the mountains and tor- 
rents of the borders are invoked to 
aid their bard with inspiration, while 
he celebrates the 
the British army. 
spirit directs him to seek 
among the legends of Spain; and the 
poet obeys by proceeding to narrate 
the Vision of Don Rederick. 

This tradition is briefly as follows: 
Don Roderick, the last king of Spain, 
before the invaston of that kingdom 
by the Moors, was Iced, by an ili- 


‘Lhe mountain 
a theme 


starred curiosity, to penctrate into a 


cave near Poledo, the entrance oi 
which had been ciosed fur arcs, and 
concerning which there was a 
phecy, that the king by whom It was 
opened, * ne discover both good 
and evil thines.’? In this cave he 
discovered a Saas repre- 
senting Time, which incessantly 
struck the earth with a battle-axe, and 
on the shouldersot which, as well as 
on the walls of the cave, appeared 
inscriptions prophetic ofthe impend- 
ing destruction cf Don Roderick and 
his kingdom by the Moors. 


nToe- 


statue, 


These slender materials the cre. 
ative imagination of Bir. Scott has 
drawn out into a poem of ey nine 


quarto pages, bending them, at th 
same time, with vreat skill, to his 
purpose of celebrating the British 
igens in the Peninsula. In 


Nai ¢ 


campais 


recent triumphs of 
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following his narrative, itis interest- 
ing to observe the nature and extent 
of the amplifications with which he 
has adorned and dignified the narrow 
basis of the poem. 

The reader is fivst presented with 
amoonlightsketch of DonRoderick’s 
camp before the walls of Toledo ;— 
a scene conceived with that peculiar 
clerance, and delineated with that 
extraordinary felicity of diction, by 
— the poetof Melrose and Loch 

itrine is so eminently distinguish- 
*" The monarch is next introduced 
at his confession before the prelate 
of Toledo; the penitent hiding, 
within the folds of his mantle, the 
fear and remorse depicted on his 
countenance, while that of the priest 
erows pale as he listens to the reci- 
tal of many adeed of darkness. The 
confession over, the tyrant demands 
to be led to that ** mysterious room”’ 
where the fates of the Spanish mo- 
narchy were to be developed, and, af- 
ter a solemn remonstrance from the 
reluctant prelate, obtains his request. 
« Long, large, and lofty was that vaulted 

hall, 

Roct, walls, and floor were all of marble 

stone, 
Of polish’d marble, black as funeral pall, 

Carv’d o’er with signs and characters 

unknown : 

A paly heht, as of the dawning, shone 
"Throug h the sad bounds, but whence they 

could not SDV ; 

Yor window to the upper air was none ; 
Yet by that ght Don Roderick could 

cesery 
Wonders that ne’er 
mortal eye.” 


till then were seen by 
NUL. 
The bronze statue, mentioned in 
the legend, is turned to very good 
account by the ingenuity of Mr. 
Scott. 
“Grim sentinels against the upper wall, 
Gf molien bronze, two statues held their 


place ; : 
Vassive theirnaked limbs,their stature tall, 


Their frowning foreheads golden circles 


mrace, 
Moulded they seemed for king's of giant 
race 
That lived and sinned before the avenging 
flood ; 
This grasped a scythe, that rested on 2 
Mace ; 
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This spread his wings for flight, that pon- 
dering stood ; 

Each stubborn seemed and stern, immuta- 
ble ot mood. 


Fixed was the right-hand giant’s brazen 
look 
Upon his brother’s glass of shitting sand ; 
As if its ebb he measured by a book 
Whose iron volume loaded his huge hand; 
In which was wrote of many a falling land, 
Of empires lost, and kings to exile driven ; 
And o’er that pair their names in scroll 
expand— 
Lo Destiny and Time, to whom by Heaven 
The guidance ot the earth is for a scason 
given, 


Even while they read, the sand-glass wastes 
away ; 

And as the last and lagging grains did 
ereep, 

That right-hand giant ’gap his club upsway 
As one that startles from a heavy slecp. 
Fuil on the upper wall the mace’s sweep 

At once descended with the force of thun- 

der, 
And hurling down at once, in crumbled 
heap 

The marble boundary was rent asunder, 

And gave to Roderick’s view new siglits o 

fear and wonder.” XiIV—XVi. 


fal 
Tr 
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Of these sights of fear and won- 
der, the first is a dreadful battle be- 
tween the army of Don Roderick and 
the Moors, terminating in the defeat 
of the Spanish monarch, who perish- 
esin flight. Then is exhibited the 
recovery of Spain by the Christians, 
and the reign of Superstition, or the 
period during which, in the language 
of the poet, the land obeys a hermit 
and a knight, the one named Bigot- 
ry. and the other Valour. 

I{ such allegorical personages are 
ever admissible, it is surely ina 
vision, where the events and per- 
sonages are all of a shadowy and 
Hiusory kind; and where the system 
of symbolical representation harmo- 
hizes with the general character of 
the piece. Not even in this con- 


~ hection, however, nor under the garb 
_ of Spenser’s metre, can we find much 
delight in the personification of ab- 
/ Stract qualities. 


They have been so 


_ long known to us in their metaphysi- 
cal capacity, that it is not easy to 
Yet it is 
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impossible to refuse to the following 
passage the praise of highly poetical 
spirit. 


“ Valour was harnessed like a chief of old, 
Armed at all points and prompt for 

knightly gest ; 

His sword was tempered in the Ebro cold, 
Morena’s eagle plume adorned his crest, 
The spoils of Afric’s lion bound his breast. 

Fierce he stepped forward and flung down 

his gage, 

As if of mortal kind to brave the best : 
Him followed his companion,dark and sage, 
As he, my master, sung, the dangerous 

Archimage. 


Haughty of heart and brow the warrior 
came, 
In look and language proud as proud 
might be, 
Vaunting his lordship, lineage, fights and 
fame ; 
Yet was that bare-foot monk more proud 
than he :— 
And as the ivy climbs the tallest tree, 
So round the loftiest soul his toils he wound, 
And with his spells subdued, the fierce 
and free, 
Till ermined age, and youth in arms ree 
nowned, 
Honouring his scourge and haircloth,meek- 
ly kissed the ground. 


And thus it chanced that Valour, peericss 


knight, 
Who ne’er to King or Kaisar veiled his 
crest, 


Victorious still in bull-feast or in fight, 
Since first his limbs with mailhe did in- 
vest, 

Stooped ever to that anchorite’s behest; 
Nor reasoned of the right nor of the wrong, 
But at his bidding laid the lance in rest, 
And wrought fell deeds the troubled world 

along ; 
For he was fierce 2s brave, and pitiless a3 
strong.” XXVHi—XXX, 


The next scene described is the 
usurpation co; Bonaparte, under the 
inglorious reign of “a loose female 
and her minion.” The delineation 
of the French tyrant is rather below 
what we should have expected trom 
such a poetupon suchatheme. The 
concluding image, however, is just 
and fine. After introducing the 
spectre of Ambition, which inces- 
santly “ beckons her votary on 
through fight and storm,” it is said. 
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*¢ Mo longer now she spurned at mean re- 


venge, 
Or staid her hand for conquered foc- 


man’s moun, 

As when, the fates ofaged Rome tochange, 
By Cesar’s side she crossed the Rubicon: 
Nor joyed she to bestow the spoils she 

won, 

As when the banded powers of Greece were 

tasked 
To war beneath the youth of Macedon: 
No seeinly veil her modern minion asked ; 
He saw her hideous face, and loved the 
fiend unmasked.” xli. 


After this we have the detail of 
the Spanish war :—the coronation of 
Joseph, the general insurrection, the 
Guerillas, Saragossa and Gerona, the 
exploits of Lord Wellington and of 
Generals Beresiord and Graham. 
This was certainly the most difficult 
and dangerous part of Mr. Scott’s 
task, and he has extricated himself 
from it without disgrace. To do 
more was perhaps im possible—at 
least it required his happiest vein, 
and the most strenuous exertion of 
his powers; yet, as if to shew that the 
force of his genius can at pleasure 
triumph over mean associations, he 
has ventured tointroduce intoa scene 
of very serious and terribie interest, 
the three cheers of Old England, and 
with so noble an cffect that we do 
not hesitate to give this passage the 
preference to any other in the poem. 


“While all around was danger, strife and 
fear, 
While the 

the sky, 
And wide destruction stunn’d the list’ning 
ear, 
Appalled the heart and stupified the eye ; 
Afar was heard that thrice repeated cry 
In which old Albion’s heart and tongue unite 
Whene’er her soulis up, and pulse beats 
high, 
Whether it hail the wine-cup er the fight, 
And bid each arm be strong, or bid each 
heart be light. 
Don Roderick turn’d him as the shout grew 
loud : 
A varicd scene the changeful vision 
show’d ; 
For where the ocean mingled with the cloud, 
A gallant navy stemm’d the billows 
broad.” liv, lv. 


After a highly spirited description 
of the British army, in their several 
divisions of Enelish, Scotch, and 


earth shook, and darkened was 


{ Jan. 


Irish, the poct boldly breaks the 
chain of his fiction; escapes from 
Don Roderick, the Prelate, and the 
Vision ; and devotes the remainder 
of the poem exclusively to the cele- 
bration of British valour. We have 
already noticed some of the beauties 
of the piece. That our readers may 
have an idea of its defects also, we 
copy the following lines, which are 
not more weak, or of more ordinary 
manufacture,than many otiers which 
we pass over without notice. ‘They 
contain an address to Massena. 


** But thou, unfoughten wilt thou yield to 
fate, 
Minion of fortune now miscalled in vain! 
Can vantage ground no confidence create, 
Marcella’s pass nor Guarda’s mountain 
chain ? 
Vain-glorious fugitive, yet turn again ! 
Behold where, named by some prophetic 
seer, 
Flows *Honour’s 
doomed the stain 
From thv dishonoured name and arms to 


clear— 
Fallen Child of Fortune turn, redeem her 
favour here. 
Yet ere thou turn’st,collect each distant aid; 
Those chief that never heard the lion roar! 
Within whose souls ,lives not a trace por- 
tray’d 
Of Talavera or Mondego’s shore ! 
Marshal each band thou hast, and sum- 
mon more; 
Of war’s fell stratagems exhaust the whole; 
Rank upon rank, squadron on squadron 


pour, 
Legion on legion on thy foeman roll, 


Fountain, as fore- 


And weary out his arm-—thou can’st not | 


quell his soul.” Conclusion, Viil. 1X. 


And afterwards: 


‘‘Go baffled boaster! teach thy haughty 


mood 
To plead at thine imperious master’s 


throne ! 
Say thou hast left his legions in their blood, 
Deceived his hopes and frustrated thine 


OWN; 


Say that thy utmost skilland valour shown 


By British skill and valour were outvied ; 
Last say thy conqueror was Wellington! 
And if he choose,be his own fortune tried— 
God and our cause to friend, the venture 

we'll abide.” Conclusion, Xi. 


We conceive that this is mere 


rant, without the least pretension to} - 


* The literal translation of Fuentes d’Ho 
noro. 
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‘* No longer now she spurned at mean re- 
venge, 
Or staid her hand for conquered foc- 
man’s moun, 

As when, the fates of aged Rome tochange, 
By Cesar’s side she crossed the Rubicon: 
Nor joyed she to bestow the spoils she 

won, 

As when the banded powers of Greece were 

tasked 
To war beneath the youth of Macedon: 
No secinly veil her modern minion asked ; 
He saw her hideous face, and loved the 
fiend unmasked.” xli. 


After this we have the detail of 
the Spanish war :—the coronation of 
Joseph, the general insurrection, the 
Guerillas, Saragossaand Gerona, the 
exploits of Lord Wellington and of 
Generals Beresiord and Graham. 
This was certainly the most difficult 
and dangerous part of Mr. Scott’s 
task, and he has extricated himself 
from it without disgrace. To do 
more was perhaps impossible—a t 
least it required his happiest vein, 
and the most strenuous exertion oi 
his powers; yet, as if to shew that the 
force of his genius can at pleasure 
triumph over mean associations, he 
has ventured tointroduce intoa scene 
of very serious and terrible interest, 
the three cheers of Old England, and 
with so noble an cffect that we do 
not hesitate to give this passage the 
preierence to any other in the poem. 
‘While all around was danger, strife and 

fear, 

While the 

the sky, 
And wide destruction stunn’d the list’ning 
ear, 

Appalied the heart and stupified the eve ; 

Afar was heard that thrice repeated cry 
In which old Albion’s heart and tongue unite 

Whene’er her soulis up, and p ulse beats 

high, 
Whether it hail the wine-cup cr the fight, 
And bid each arm be strong, or bid each 
heart be light. 
Don Roderick turn’d him as the shout grew 


earth shook, and darkened was 


loud : 
A varicd scene the changeful vision 
show’d ; 
For where the ocean mingled with the cloud, 
A gallant navy stemm’d the billows 
broad.” liv, ly. 


After a highly spirited description 
of the British army, in their several 
divisions of English, Scotch, and 


Review of Scott’s Vision of Don Roderick. 





[ Jan. 


Irish, the poct boldly breaks the 
chain of his fiction; escapes from 
Don Roderick, the Prelate, and the 
Vision ; and devotes the remainder 
of the poem exclusively to the cele- 
bration of British valour. We have 
already noticed some of the beauties 
of the piece. That our readers may 
have an idea of its deflects also, we 
copy the following lines, which are 
not more weak, or of more ordinary 
manufacture,than many others which 
we pass over without notice. ‘They 
contain an address to Massena. 


** But thou, unfoughten wilt thou yield to 
fate, 
Minion of fortune now miscalled in vain! 
Can vantage ground no confidence create, 
Marcella’s pass nor Guarda’s mountain 
chain ? 
Vain-glorious fugitive, yet turn again ! 
Behold where, named by some prophetic 
seer, 
Flows *Honour’s 
doomed the stain 
From thv dishonoured name and arms to 
clear— 
Fallen Child of Fortune turn, redeem her 
favour here. 
Yet ere thou turn’st,collect each distant aid; 
Those chief that never heard the lion roar! 
Within whose souls ,lives not a trace por- 
tray’d 
Of ‘Talavera or Mondego’s shore ! 
Marshal each band thou hast, and sum- 
mon more ; 
Of war’s fell stratagems exhaust the whole; 
Rank upon rank, squadron on squadron 
pour, 
Legion on legion on thy foeman roll, 
And weary out his arm—thou can’st not 
quell bis soul.” Conclusion, Vill. 1X. 


Fountain, as fore- 


And afterwards: 


‘© Go baffled boaster 
mood 
To plead at 
throne ! 
Say thou hast left his legions in their blood, 
Deceived his hopes and frustrated thine 
own; 
Sav that thy utmost skill and valour shown 
By British skill and valour were outvied ; 
‘Last say thy conqueror was Wellington! 
And if he choose,be his own fortune tried— 
God and our cause to friend, the venture 
we'll abide.” Conclusion, Xi. 


' teach thy haughty 


thine imperious master’s 


We conceive that this is mere 
rant, without the least pretension to 


* The literal translation of Fuentes d’Ho 
noro. 
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carments, we do not forget that this 
scenes. communion has never 
formally renounced the elementary 


of the Gospel. They are 
combination with 


—" . aAwmenternts 
t expert cnaiysts 


doctrines 
indeed tound 
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ba ser matters; bu 


have succeeded in incon the 
mass; and, after examination, have 
chosen the good fart. Yn all reli- 

ious communities there will be a 


un. vulgusy Which wili take its 
th upon trust; that ” to say, will 
have no faith at all, although ol- 
fensively impatient w ith any party 
but its own. ‘This is not Popery 
nor Protestantism, but human natur 
in religious masquerade ; some- 
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times in a Slack k, then in a purple 
domino; and in fact, in evers 
colour and costume which can be 
invented. Fenelon never assumeé 

character. His own — 


ad robe. 


cual Huet was driven to persona 
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7 one to which he was unabie to im- 
part spirit and nature. He wore the 
M@ mitre with such counterfeit dignity, 
©@ and waved the crosier with so clum- 
» sy a grace, that many who watched 
— his feats at the masquerade, won- 
4 dered he should have chosen the 
> very character which he was irre- 


sistibly fated to spoil. 





Christian Liberty ; a Sermon fireach- 
> edat St. Mary’s, before His Royal 
> EMghness the Duke of Gloucesicr, 
20 (Chancellor of the University), and 
| the University of Cambridge, at the 
Installation, June 30, 1811. By 
Samuel Butler. D.D. late fellow of 
St. John’s College, and Head 3 
terof Shrewsbury School. Shrews- 
bury, Eddowes ; London, Long- 
man. 12mo. pp. 129. IS11. 


ase 
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In the month of June, 1811, as the 
public well know, the Duke of Giou- 
)cester was installed Chancellor of 
* the University of Cambridge ; a dis- 
tinction which be justly merited, 
both on account of his public con. 





: duct and his private virtues. Our 
¢ readers will aiso remember, that on 

the occasion of his installation a pro- 
} ) cdigious concourse of people of both 
, sexes, and of all ranks, assembled 
» 9§ Withia the precincts oi the Aima 
~ og Mater. Amidst other p potas of as- 
° 4 scm lag renga creat pat ‘tof this mui- 
h liuide came towether at the Univer- 
sg @ sty church, to hear Dr. Builer ad- 
« @ dress them in his ministerial charac- 
" picr. Prepared for the nature and 
. extent of his audience ; expecting 
q | toaddress thousands of the young, 
3 tie fashionable, the dissipated; se- 
ia lected by the University asa sort of 
ef organ of their embodied opmions ; 
y g carrying, as it were, their reputa- 
pag on, for a day, in his hands; he 
# though: t proper to de liver the present 
ae f iscou: se. It might have been exe 
ic pected, that a preacher, raised to 
si @suc! ba vantage ground, would have 
ne pag Caserly smbraced the o} pportunlity of 
od aa. nehtins r bbs battle of Religion ; that 
i would have defended her cause, 
yo Where she was most rudely assauil- 
2 Christ. Observ. No. 121, 





Review of Butler’s Sermon on Christian Liberty. 


4} 


ed; that he would have fortified some 
weak point in our own camp, or seiz- 
ed some advanced post of the ene- 
my. We too fondly hoped, that, 
suiting the topic to the audience, the 
preacher would teach the worldly, 
the dissipated, the thoughtless, the 
perils of worldliness, of dissipation, 
and of neutrality. But whether it was 
that the elevation of some pulpits, 
like a station on the Alps, gives a 
clearer and more commanding view 
of the valley below ; or whether the 
magicians of that astrological unl. 
versity conjured up some phantom 
before the cycs of the preacher, we 
know not. Certain it is, he did not 
see his audience with our eyes, or 
contend with an enemy who appeurs 
to us to have any real existence. But 
these are points rather to be proved 
than asserted ; and althouehit will be 
at the expense of carrying our read- 
ers cver ground they have often ype 
they will, we trust, forgive, and, as 
far as they can, accompany us, title 
we review the work before us. If 
the hydra has seven heads, it must 
be beheaded seven times. 
The text of the sermon is from 
i \ taund fast, therefore, in 
e liberty wherewith Christ hath 
ma ak us free ;” andthe sermon is, as 
the text pipes pmises.a defence of Chris- 
tian ibe? the term, 
sech, Ina very 
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as will be 


peculiar sense. Itopens with declare 
ing, p. 9, that ‘Seven In infancy the 
verm ot this passion (for liberty ) is 


amon the earliest opera- 


; 
ps hog 
CC wvce we le 


tions of the Loaeeai will.’ ’ The aue 
thor proceeds to shew, in a well 


that St. Paul did 
sion us a Christian, 
hts as a citizen. He 

then states his intent inquire 
“whether the restraints and austeri- 
ties which some teachers (whom he 
does net name) would engraft upen 
religion are consistent with the doc- 
trines or practice of Christ and his 
apostles.” He states also, that he 
shall pursue this inquiry, not by ex 
amining “particular and detached 
texts,” but by regarding the “ gene- 
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ral tenor of Scripture,’’? and more 
especially the ** recorded actions of 
Cirist.”?’ And laying down as a prin- 
ciple of interpretation, “ that the 
precepts of the apostles may, in all 
intricate and disputable cases, be best 
understood by unequivocal and di- 
rect reierence to the actual practice 
of our blessed Lord,” he contrives, 
very conveniently, to free himself 
from the * bondage’? in which tbe 
Epistles of the New Testament were 
not unlikely to hold him. 

Dr. Butler gives us, at p. 
catalogue of things and qualities in- 
terdicted in Scripture. The enume- 
ration is as follows: ** Absurd and 
extravagant gestures which may at- 
tract notice, gloominess or dejection 
of countenance, affected professions 
of humility, severe, censorious, and 
uncharitable judgment of our neigh- 
bours, strict and literal interpreta- 
tions of metaphorical phraseology in 
contradiction to the spirit and gene- 
ral meaning of the contex', usurped 

spiritual pre-eminence, blind and in- 
fatuated zeal for proselytism, mo- 
roseness, prides and selfishness.” 
Why theauthor has collectedaiithese 
atrocities lito a catalogue, it is dilii- 
cuit io say. Certain preat writers, 
indeed, as poets and botanists, have 
their catalogues. Other writers also, 
as Dante, love tocenjure up and hold 
converse with the most tremendous 
images. In human nature itself, 
moreover, there Is an occasional love 
ofthe horrible: this passion may, for 
the moment, have seized our author. 
Whatever be the solutionof the dif. 
ficuity, however, we can di 
no rattonal cause why the 
of our Lord should be 
wiih the fictitious personage : 
pounded of these qualittes. Cicero 
says, Indeed, that there is 10 Opinion 
so absurd which some pa 
has not been found absurd cnouga to 
defend; but certainly we will ven- 
ture to afiirm, that the name of the 
writer who defends qualities such as 
these is not yet upon record, much 
an English termination, 
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In justice to Dr. Butler, as well as 
to ourselves, we will now lay a rather 
lengthened extract before our read- 
ers. We prefer doing this io giving 
them a brief abstract of the passage, 
because we are anxious, that if the 
comment should not be borne out by 
the text, they may have the means 
of rectifying our misconceptons. 


“With regard co the practice of our Sa. 
iour,”’ observes’ the preacher, ‘* we may 
remark, that his first miracle was performed 
for an occasion of festivity; we find him 
also constantly partaking of social inter- 
course with those about him, and so far 
was he from recommending or performing 
any acts of ascetic* mortification, that he 
Was reproached by the over-righteous sect 
of Pharisees as fa glutton anda wine-bib. 
ber, a friend of pubiicans and sinners.” We 
find no particular acts of penance enjoined 
by him; no rigorous austerities recom. 
mended, no ceremonious strictness of out- 
ward deportment practised by him ; on the 
contrary, H& who was greaier than the 
createst, and wiser than the wisest, and 
holier than the holiest of the sons of men, 
lived among them as one of themselves. 
Not distinguished from the truly pious wor- 
shipper by unsocial gloom, or by uncharita- 
ble censoriousness, or by forbidding severi- 
ty, or by hau ighty abstraction ; but visibly 
and uniormly distinguished from the su- 
perstitious or hypo critical Pharisee by ra- 
seaeal cheerfulness, by engaging affability, 
by active and unwearted benevolence, car- 


rying his piety onward from words to things. 


and employing it to regulate every act of 
lite; and by its mild, steady, but uno! btru- 
sive and unostentatious influence, to direct 
and sanctify the performance of every so- 
Thus Ife threw fresh radiance 
and fresh endearments around the sacred 
daty of Ts itself, by uniting the occa- 
sional cxereise of it with our convivial en- 
ce ‘niss for he instructed his followers, 
prepared a feast, to call the 
and the maimed; and he 
ted that however unable such persons 
mieht be to return the kindness they had 
received, yet they who thus mingled cour 


cial duty. 


yi 
Ww) " they 
blind, the poor, 


* We are no friends to acts of ascetic mor- 
tification: but we should be glad to kno\ 
in what preetse light Dr. Butler views the 
facts of our Saviour’s fasting forty days in 
the wilderness, and of his- retiring to 4 
mountain to pray; His intimation, that 
‘this kind goeth not out but by prayer and 
fasting :” and the rules He’ lays dow 
(Mat. vi.) to regulate the practice of fast: 
ine. Does Dr. Butler suppose that fastirs 
does not imply mortification 7 
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tesy with bounty, and made things tempo- 
ral subservient to things spiritual, should 
meet with a recompense at the resurrection 
of the just. 

“ May I be permitted to remark, that an 
adumbration of this conduct is to be found 
in the life of him whom Piate deseribes as 
the inost gust man he ever knew, and whom 
we are accustomed to consider 
the wesest philosophers of the heathen 
world. prePrasing: his usefulness without 
diminishing bis dignity, Socrates associ- 
ated with the lost. seep of the gentile 
flock ; even with courtezans, libertines, and 
sophrisis ; ; and by expedients the most gen- 
tle, he ende: th Mo to rec ily them crrors 
and correct their irregularities ; did not 
our Master, tor the same benevolent pur- 
pose, Mingle iniamiliar converse with pub- 
socrates, on the most 
serious topics, drew his imares from sur- 
rou.ding scenery and tie objects of com. 
mon lire; have not the most judicious and 
learned expositors observed the same beau- 
ties in the discaurses of Christ? Socrates 
condemned the mischicvous subtleties of 
those declaimers whe displayed their inge- 
nuity and fondness for paradox, in separat- 

ne the usefi:l from the honourable ; dic 
not our Lord in the same menner combat 
the doctrinal refinements of those teachers, 
who not vnly tore asunder what God had 
joined together in the religion of Moses, 
but set the ritual above the weightier mat- 
ters of the law, and made of Iittie or no ef- 
fect some express prolibitions in the Deca- 
lorue, especially those which are puited 
agi inst perjury and adultery? Socrates, a 
Cicero justly remarks, brought down phi- 
losop hy from the skies to the bosoms and 
business of men in social hie ; did not our 
Lord, in a yet nobler strain of simplicity and 
sublimity, inculcate the first and second 
ereatcommandments ; and when revealing 
or enforcing the will of his Father, did he 
not uniformly appeal to those clear and sa- 
lutary apprehensions of right and wrong 
which the hand of God has deeply engraven 
upon the tablet of the human heart > 

“ Plato, we may farther remark, and 
Xeno phon, however dissimilar from eacn 
other in the colour of their style, the choice 
cf their subjects, and the purposes for 
wuich they recorded the opinions and ac- 
tions of Socrates, yet seem to have been 
equally impressed with these characteristic 
qualities to which I have adverted, in the 
daily life of the Grecian sage. Inthe same 
manner the Evangelists, however they 
might differ from one another in the sources 
oftheir knowledge, or in the peculiar tem- 
Peraments of their*own minds, uniformly 
ascribe to their Master, the marked and 
entire exemption from affected singularity 


licams and sinners? 


as one of 
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and exterior austerity, which I consider 
not only as shedding additional graces on 
his personal character, but affording addi- 
tional evidence for the divinity of his mis- 
sion.” pp. 15—19. 


In this passage, there are some 
sentences In which we cordially con- 
cur with Dr. Butler. We concur with 
him in admiring the uniform cour- 
tesy, the active aid unwearied bene- 
volence of our Lord. But when it is 
said of him, that ‘** he lived among 
1¢ sons of men as one of them- 
selves,’ we cannot but apprehend 
that Dr. Butler has formed a very 
inadequate conception of the charac- 

both of our blessed Saviour and 
of the world which he came to re- 
decm. ‘Ye are not of the world,” 
suys Christ to his disciples, ** even 
as 1 am not of the worid. If ye were 
of the world, the world would love 
its own; but now the world hateth 
you.” And he tells them not to 
tnarvel at this, because “it hatedone 
before it hated you.” Detferring for 
the present our further observations 
on this subject, we would only ask 
Dr. Butler, whether he thinks to 
establish the fact of our Saviour’s 
conformity tothe world, by the refe- 
rence he has made to the particular 
description of guests whom he re- 
commended to his followers as the 
partners of their convivial hours? 
Whatever it might have been in the 
days of Christ, we apprehend that 
this species of feasting is not very 
common in the convivial circles of 
the present day; and that if it were, 
those persons would be the very last 
to object to it, whom this sermon so 
vehemently condemns as fanatics, 
puritans, austere, unsocial. We 
would humbly submit to the decision 
even of Dr. Butler, which class of 
men most abound in the luxury of 
feeding the hungry and clothing the 
naked, of being eyes tothe bline and 
feet to the lame, of cheering the af- 
flicted and instructing the ignorant : 
—the vilified preachers and profes. 
sors of “evangelical religion,” of 
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‘‘ vital Christianity ;’’ or those who, 
hike Dr. Butler, delight in holding 
these men up to the scorn and deri- 
sion of the world. Ie may.be able, 
we doubt not, to solve this question, 
Without extending his view beyond 
the limits of Shrewsbury itself. 

A parallel between our Saviour 

and Socrates is nota new idea. [t was 
attempted by Rousseau before Dr. 
Butier was born. And how much su- 
pertor, in justness ol conception, as 
weil asin strength and beauty oi co- 
louring, is the parallel of the iniide! 
philosopher to that of the Christian 
divine, sd be seen by turning to cur 
volume for 1810, p. 272, \ where the 
former isinserted. In ove re 
however, Dr. Butler’s paraliel is per- 
fectly original. He is, we believe, the 
first person who has attempted to 
vindicate the conduct of oer in 
associating with courtezazs, by the 
cxample of Christ; or who has at- 
tempted to stain the purity of our 
Saviour’s character,or te degrade the 
standard of Christian practice, by so 
indecent (we had almost said proiane ) 
acomparison, We careeceity 28 equest 
that such of our readers as ure sufh- 
ciently acquainted with classical lite- 
rature to Institute the examination, 
vould turn to the eleventh chapter 
of the third book of the Memorabilia 
of Xenophon, and we are persuaded 
that they will not think our repre- 
hension of Dr. Butler misplaced. 
The very title of the chapter, we 
should have tho ught, have 
precluded any Christian 
much 


spect, 


would 
scholar, 
more any Christian divine, 
from the possibility of “eon guilty 
of a profanat 
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sopher of his having laboured to re- 

claim the vicious, or to console the 
penitent with the hope of pardon. 
For ourselves, we know of no such 
instances. But what will be his sur- 
prise to tind that the micrcourse of 
Socrates with COUPIEZUDS, as It is 
here recorded by On, was of 
the most licentious and proiligate de- 
scription ; that partofthe enjoy ment 
of this likeness of the holy Jesus, 
izing at the ~vosed 
iota, as she wus mo- 


maenoph 


* eo 
cil OS 4 


persoh of Phew 
destly lending herseli as a nodel to 
the 


from 
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painier 9 O'S exebyay emscciuvvesy EakvU= 
“5 OTe KaAWS Exot s—th at his while 
rsation with ber is directed to 
the periecting of this courtezan in 
the arts of seduction ; that not 
even one remote hint drops from him 
calculated to Impress her with the 
dishonourabile nature of her pursuits? 
And yet Dr Butler dares (is it possi- 
ble not to feel indignant ?), from the 
rt pulpit of Cambridge, not 
only to hold up the conduct of So- 
crates, in thus associating with cour- 
tezans, to the admiratic n of bis au- 
dience, but to represent it as a fair 
parallel to that cf our Saviour. Had 
aman wished insidiously to under- 
mine every sentiment of purity, in 
the minds of the lettered youth who 
iitled St. Mary’s on this occasion, 
could tic have pursued a more effec- 
tual course than this? These young 
men would naturally look tothe same 
work te » which we have 3 elerred, wd 
an cnt lation of - . Bade 
[the character of our Saviour, 
anid of the Lderéy which he allows to 
Howers ; and what weouid they 
ind? Phey would find that, under 
mame of Christian hberty, a li- 
eiven toem to indulee in 
most polluting intercourse.— 
Weare not charging Dr. Butler with 
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ed this; but 
the effect is the same as if he had 
intended it. It certainly is much to 
be laniented, that a man who pos- 
sesses so little moral discrimination, 
or, to speak more properly, so defec- 
tive a moral taste, as to be capable of 
confounding the conduct of Socrates 
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: £ in “his associations with courtezans;” 
, i with that of Christ, in calling sinners 
. © of this class to repentance, and con- 
1 | soling the weeping penitent; should 
- © be charged with the tuition of so 
f Pie many of our youth, and should also 
s —) be numbered among the ministers of 
f —) the Church of England.* Her foes 


- FF are indeed they of her own house- 





t fF hold. But we proceed. 

5» F. Dr.Butler,afier having stated with 
d — tolerable correctness the nature of 
- f the hberty which the Christian dis- 
0 f pensation imparts, draws from his 
 — statement this general inference: 
e ‘* Hence whatsoever tends to conline 
0 the operation of the Christian rell- 
n — gion, tecramp it with needless aus- 
nt — terities, to make it burdensome or 
n —) unamiable in the sight of mankind, 
e must be contrary to the very spirit 
sf of Christianity, and to the benevolent 
1 designs of its blessed Author.” Now 
.¢ — tothis inference we decidedly object, 
ot BF as false, unscriptural, and mischie- 
o- — vous. We admit, indeed, that to the 
re — true Coristian; to him who has been 
u- FF “renewed in the spirit of his mind,” 
ir and become “anew creature ;”? with 
ad whom * old things are passed away, 
r- — and all things are become new ;”’ 
in — who is therefore not “of the world,” 
1 > even as his Master was °** not of the 
ny fe world ;”? w ho, no lon ger “ carnally 
ce weet cd, which itis death to be,” has 
ue attained through Divine grace that 
ne — “spiritual mind which is Ule and 
or peace :”? we admit that to him Chris- 
ti. F Uuanity presents no needless austeri- 
it's “if any thing were wanting to justify the 
lo ; sevel "ity VO fihese remarks, it might be jound 
ey - in a note at p. 55, where Dr. Buticr quotes, 
oy BO With marked approbation, the following 
tL passage irom Erasmus: “ Vix mihi tem- 
ey vere guin dicam, sancte Socrates, ora pro 
0 hovis ;? and again, * At ipse mihi sepenu- 
— micro non tempero, quin bene ominer sancte 
ith @ “me Maronis ac Flacei.” Vo the holy 
sit ee crates we have alre: ady adverted. But 
fee Oo apply the term / oly to Horace, is a pros- 
AG Te Ae. of it, of which we a] pprehend that 
10 BR 0 man could be guilty se moral taste 
os: Pee tad | been for med by the New Testament, 


on, Be will be a consolation fs ie “ modern 
switan” to find, that the accusation brought 
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of “Sanst him as over-righteous, is prefer ‘ed 
 § °y one who appears to contemplate with 
tes BF “dmiration the purity of Horace. 
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ties, nothing burdensome, nothing 
unamiable. His heart is cast in the 
mould of the Gospel. He loves the 
holy law and the holy service of Ged: 
and guided by ihe example and 
strengthened by the grace of Christ, 
and animated by the hope which He 
has inspired, he is ready, itke him, 
to deny himself, to endure the cross, 
and to despise the shane. But Dr. 
Butler’s words would imply thatthe 
spirit of Christianity is such as will 
accord with the views of mankind at 
large. What, then, is meant by the 
self-denial which Is universally en- 
joined in Scripture; by the cruci- 
fixion of the flesh, with all its affec. 
tions and lusts ; by the mortifying of 
our members which are in the earth; 
by our even dying to the world, an 
attachment to which is represented 
as *“ enmity against Ged’? What is 
meant by the solemn engagement 
which we ail make at the baptismal 
font, to renounce the world, the flesh, 
and the devil? Is there nothing ar- 
duous in the performance of this 
vow? What, also, is meant by the 
reiterated exhortations to * watch 
and pray,’ to ‘* strive to enter in at 
the strait gate,’ to “press forward 
towards the mark,’ with which the 
New Testament abounds; and by the 
promises of Divine aid which are 
annexed to these exhoriations, since 
‘“ without Me ye can do nothing ?” 
What, we would ask Dr. Butler, is 
meant by all this, if it was the design 
of Christ to make his religion such 
that mankind should fall in love with 
it, as It were, spontaneously, and at 
first sight? Let Dr. Butler fairly 
make the trial: let him go to the 
first tien or twenty men he can think 
of, who are ia the habit, after the 
example o of Socrates, and, as he al- 
lows it to be > prof. incly implied, after 
the example of a greater than So- 
crates, of ** associating with courte- 
zans :’’? Jet him preach the Gospel 
to them ;—** Repent and be con- 
verted ;--ilee youthful lusts;--whore- 
mongers and adulterers God will 
judge ;—cleanse your hands and pu- 
rify your hearts, ve sinners ;—for, 
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know, that he who even looketh ona 
woman to lust aiter her hath already 
committed adultery with her in his 
heart, and that no unclean person 
shall inherit the kingdom of God :— 
therefore turn from your evil ways, 
that your souls may live, and acce pt 
the pardon, the vrace, the peace of 
the Gospel.” —lIlow does he suppose 
they would relish such a doctrine? 
Would they or would they not deem 
the preacher needlessly austcre, aud 
his injunctions burdensome and un- 


amiabie ? Will Dr. Butler deny, 
that to preach thus would be to 


preach the Gospel? Or, allowing 
this, will he deny that such preach- 
Ing would meet with much contra. 
riety in the hearts and livesoiagrect 
part of our population, and especially 
of our youth’ And if so, has ni 
Butler, ov has he not. — ou] 
in the representati on which. in tinge 
sermon, he has givenoi Chi alain, 
of misleading those whom le is ¢s- 
pecially bound to guide into ail 
truth? ‘Ve think he has; and 
this opinion we are confirmed by 
what follows : 


y 


Vv 


‘Let us suppose a sensible heathen were 
told that the first man having transgressed 
a positive command of God, was subjected 
thereby to a curse inflicting death and 
multiplied sorrows on himself and his pos- 
terity. Let him then be told, that by the 
Christian dispensation this curse was re- 
moved in all its fatal consequences, and 
happiness and immortality restored to man, 
Would he not immediately perceive and 
acknowledge the benevolence of this dispen- 

sation ? Let him, while this xatural im- 
pressionis fresh and vivid, be farthe rimade 
acquainted with the precepis* of that dis- 
pensation. Would he not say, in ail that 
I learn and hear on this subject, 1 find new 
confirmations of the benevolence of God. 
The new law which he has given, contains 
nothing which does not harmonize with the 
great act of mercy and goodness from 
which it originated ; nothing that does not 


* For example, ** Love your cnem ies 
bless them that curse vou,” ‘ dciiv your- 
selves,” “take up your cross,” 
the fiesh,” “love not the world, neither 


“erucHy 


the things that arein the world,” © cnt of F 


the right hand, pluck out the rieht eve, 


¢ c < 
~"e “ ‘ X-f 
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suppress terror,* and encourage confidence, 
that does not awaken love and soften appre- 
hension,tiat does notenkindle gratitude and 
enliven hope.j 1! am indebted, he might 
s2y, to God, for life and being, in the midst 
of a world stored with every “thing adapted 
to the wants and jiappiness of my nature, 
and for 2 rule of life tending as well to se. 
cure that happiness as to exalt my gratifi- 
cation in the enjoyment ¢ fall the temporal 
blessings around me.” pp. 23, 24. 
The author here supposes a hea- 
then to be told, that ie ** first man, 
having transgressed a positive com- 

mand of God d, was subjected thereby 
to a curse inflicting deaih and wul- 
himself and his 


tiplied sorrows on 
be told also, that 


posterity 3” and to | 

“ by the Christian dispensation, this 
curse was reimoved In ail its fatal 
CONSCGUENCES ; _ and he then asks 
“whetuer the heathen would not ac- 
knowledge the benevolence of this 
ee sation 2? Weatnswer. Perhaps 
not, for he might, like many others, 
to whom the moral law God Is 
unpalatable, have condemned, first, 
the issuing such alaw,and,secondly, 
the infliction of its penalties. But, in 
our vicw,the statement of the author 
would afford the heathen a very In- 
adequate conception of the evils con- 
sequent upon the fall. Were “death 
and multiplied sorrows” the only 
consequences of that event ? Did no 
moral evils result from it 5 no depra- 
vation of the nature of man? [ven 
when he would do good, was not evil 
(henceforth) present with him? Did 
he not reduce himself by his disobe- 
dience to a state in which his bias 
and determination, as it were, was to 
what is bad ?~Neither would the 
sccond clause of the auther’s instruc- 
tion to the heathen be more accurate. 
Docs Christianity remove al the 
mn juphied sorrows”? of man? It 
provides, indeed, a b alm forall. It 
weichs them down, us it were, and 


* «© Nothing that does not suppress ter: 
or “ . depart ve curse’, into everk: asting 
fii e, prep: Lape ed for th ie ea and his angels 


‘ 
——where their worm dicth not, and thei 
99 


fire j is not qi ic nc } ied. 
+ “© Many will say to me in that day, 
Lord, Lord,” &c.— and then will I profess 


Be 
‘knew vou,” &c. 
VOU, 
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reduces them tothe mere dust of the 
balance, by the eternal weight of 
elory which it places in the other 
scuic. But is the best Christian ex- 
empt from sorrows! Is not his state 
represented asa state of trial; arace, 
a warfare, a life of selit-denial, taking 

up his cross, and bringing his body 


into subjection! So much for the 
author's accuracy as a divine. True 


itis, indeed, that Christianity Is a 
benevolent system ; that, like its dis- 
~~ whatever house it enters, it 
says ** peace be unto that house ;""— 
but, then, the character of her be- 
nevolence 1S not taituifully celineated 
here. The painter has pot Jelt her 
in her naked majesty and beauty, 
bui has patched and painted her to 
the heathen tuste. 


suit ¢ 


he 
il 
} 
1c 


‘But what,” asks the author, ‘* wo su 
this heathen say, if, after thus far soothing 
his benevolence, and thus far indling r hi is 
were also to tell him that his ra- 
tivval enjoyment of temporal blessings wii 
ruin iis eternal happiness’ — that he may 
see the birds exulung in their liberty ; the 
beasts bounding over the plains, &c.; but 
that he (man) alone must erieve for his un- 
worthiness in voluntary and mysterious 
cloom ; that the senses with which his 
Creator has framed him, are but the in- 
struments of his ruin in the liand of the 
tempter, and that his desires, which are the 
natural and only spurs to action, are to be 
subdued into supine indifference and list- 
fess insensibility. ‘Tell him farther, that 
when he has done and willed to do all that 
man ts capable of doing; when, by a life 
of mortification and melancholy and entire 
abstraction from all worldly interest, he has 
wroucht bhimselfinto habitual and invinerble 
apathy; when he has accustomed himself 
to look with sullen and sour disgust upon 
‘rasures, and with carelessness, or, it 
may be, with scorn, upon the empl: 
and, as I should call them, the cuties of so- 
clal life, his labour, even in the Lord,’ may 

have been ‘in vain;’? that as to him, 
Christ may in vain have shed his bleed upon 
the cross, and that the God, whose mcrey 
isover any his works, may have 
and irrev: ocably doomed ion. evon before 
his birth, to everlasting perditien, from 
Which no contemplations, however SCLIOMS, 
upon the attributes and works of the Deity, 
however sincere, in his revealed 
word, no thanksgivings for mercies already 
received, no ae s for protection and suc- 
‘our, no remorse for sins past, no resolu. 
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come can rescuc, I had almost said the 
hopeless, helpless, guiltless victim :—and 
that nothing but certain tumultuous, irre- 
sistible, inexplicable intimations can afiord 
him any safe and well-grounded assurance 
of pardon or reward.” pp, 24—26, 


The author thinks that every man, 

‘ oifted with the feelings of humani- 
ty, wouid shrink from such a doc- 
trine and discipline.’? In this we very 
cordiaily agree with him; but not so 
in the declaration which follows, that 
“for the prevalence ot such doctrine, 
and the 
such discipline, he need only appeal 
to the observation of those who hear 
lim.’ Ifhedesigned to * appeal to 
the observation’’? of the deau monde 
by whose magic circle he was chiefly 
enuyvironed, we, who live in London, 
do assure him, who lives at Shrews- 
bury, and therefore can know little 
uboutthe matter,tl hat the repose ofour 
various modish chapelries is never 
molested by this specics of hornet. 
if he meant his university audience, 
our re has also rested pretty con- 
stantly upon the pulpit of St. Mary’s, 
and we certainiy have heard neither 
this discipline vindicated nor these 
doctrines broached. If he appeals 
to the members of the university 
who listened with such profound ate 
tention to Dr. Buchanan, at the Com- 
mencement 18i0, we should expect 
them to rise up i” a body and chal- 
lenge his accuser to make good his 
charges. Ii, once more, he appeals 
to the hearers of Mr Simeon (whose 
university sermons we have more 
than once judged it right to notice), 
we are persuaded that the quickest 
cye at a likeness can discover no re- 
semblance here. Besides, the doc- 

trine and ciscipline which Dr. Bu- 
chanan Mr. Simeon are in the 
habit of vindicating, are placed dis- 
tinctly on record in their own nume- 
rous publications. Where, indeed, is 
the writer In the universe, with the 
exception of the author, who ever 
darkened paper with such words as 
these: ** no belicf however sincere, 


and 
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amendment, can rescuc,l had almost 
sald (he has quite said) the hopeless, 
heipless, guiithess victim {”’ 

Dr. Butier, however, does not 
leave us in doubt respecting the per- 
sons whom he intended to charac- 
terize by this extraordinary descrip- 
tion. He iets us know distinctly 
that they are “ the evangeilcal cler- 
gy.” LTlere, however, we would ob- 
serve, that, atter the wrong which 
Dr. Butier has done to the character 
of our Saviour, we cannot wonder 
that the tendeucy of his sermon 
should be to vilify and degrade his 


servants. ‘* [tis enou;h jor the dis- 
ciple that he be as his “td and 


the servantas his Lord. they nave 


called the Sfuster of the house Beel- 


zebub, how much more shall they 
’ is . iy oe ~ , ae a “ys 
cuili tnpem oi his waa lia 


mi can so mistake our Lord’s prin- 
Cipies of action, as to re pre seni the 
conduct of Socrates in associating 
With courtezs noration 
of inat of Chrs: wonder 
that be should tind a 
after this, no parallel can be exi 
cant) between those * modern Purt- 
tans,” as he calls them. * the evan- 
greiical clergy,” and the adherents 
of the Church of Rome. In order 
to ussist the paraliel, he — * 
declaring that the ** @reat and cha- 
racteristic blessing of the Reforma- 
tion, w2s the removal of neediess and 
burdensome ceremonies,ol an usurp- 

ed doniinicn, &c. of authority, &C. 

&c.’? Now we unquestionably owe 
itothe Refornicrs for the resti- 
aud slain form 
n no- 


nS aS all addi 
of, We Cuaniot 
Daraited { ior, 


ravVae 


~ 
eriuci 
tution of a simple 
of worship ; but do 
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thins ) —— - *¥V 42S HC CRIAAECIPaciocn 
4 ‘ 


*I' 7? > 7 } , « 
we owe tne! 


from absurd ceremonies really the 
bs chiet nd charac j ic b sop 
of the Reformation?” Did Luth< 
call this ee “articulus stantis aut 


cadentis ecclesin £??) Gr wus it not 
the doctrine of © justification | 


Py, ee Slee oe 
ALON, WillCn 


very doctrine with which the evan- 
eclical clerev ave sometimes charg- 
ed as their crime, and their ** foul 
disgrace ;’° taat doctrine, which, at 
af] cycnt Y it a | 10% he de sicd thn if 
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they hold and preach? Now then, 
supposing them to be (as the author 
extravagantly enough does suppose) 
guilty of endeavouring toilmpose a 
sort of papal and menkish ritual 
upon the world, might not their 
firm adherence to the grand distin- 
guishing doctrine of the Retorina- 
tion be tairly sct agatist this proof 
of thetv papacy £ Could Luther be 
calied from the throne, which we 
trust he occupies in heaven, to or- 
eanize a church on earth, would he 
launch his thunders at the heads of 
those who were the champions and 
apostles of his chosen doceting! 
Would he predict the revival of 
popery under their administration ! 
Would he not say—*® Tis, this was 
the ¢ and characieristic bless- 
ing of the Retormation, that men 


creat 


were again taught to seek their 
salvation at the foot of the cross ?” 
Woud not his discovery of their 


fide diy to this great arucle, persuade 
him to a generous interpretation of 
their sentiments and conduct as to 
other points’ Would it not spreada 
sort oi glory round their heads, 1 
vhich the minor defects of their 
features wouid be lost? Ifso, Luther 
and Dr. Butler do not sce with the 
sume eyes, or Interpret upon the 
ame principle. But we must repeat 
it, it was not to be ex ‘pected that one 
who conid so entirely mistake the 
cuaracter of Christ, should rightly 
appreciate that of his servants. This 
must be our answer to much of what 
the author has written between pages 
28 and 35, and in which we scarcely 
which to admire most, the 
ss of the author’s fab- 
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rications, or the occasional slits 
and profancne: ss of his statements. 
most — that, as re- 


the clergy called evangelical, 
one word of ores 4 in 
ie representation 3; and if we 

ii so, We are not sure that we 
should have had any thing to retract. 
We do not, however, charge Dr. 
Butler with repre: 
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usurping the office of his own con- 
science. Such of them as may not 
be fairly explained on the principle 
of sheer ignorance of the subject on 
which he writes, may, we think, be 
reierred to that defect in tis moral 
taste, to Which we have alreacy ad- 
verted, as lying ut the root of some 
of his other misrepresentations. 
The substance oi the several suc- 
ceeding pages tay be summed up 
in the imputation, that the evangeli- 
cal clergy are even worse than the 
' papists—for whereas the latter “ ap- 
- peal to antiquity for the vindication 
| of their creed, the former vindicate 
their’s solely on the score of its 20- 
velty.”? The same charge is reite- 
~ rated in the notes, en a passage 
from Erasmus is extracted,which we 
-_ suspect did not merely suggest itself 
_in defence of the allegation, but sug- 
g-sied the very allegation itself. 
Now of this charge, as of much that 
precedes it, we are compelled to say, 
that itis wholly unfounded ; and we 
here publicly defy the author to 
produce a single passage from the 
works of the clergy he calumniates 
to maintain it. If he cannot do this, 


oucht he not either to retract his 
Charge, or to be content that some 


men should have so little charity for 
him as to accuse him of wiitully mis- 
representing his brethren! JVe can 
tei Dr. Butler that the sfecific ground 
on which the objects of his vitupe- 
ration rest their vindication ; «nd he 
could not open one of their books 
Without seeing this; is not the no- 
velty, but the antiguity of their opi- 
Their appeal is uniformly 
lade to the Scriptures, to the au- 
rized formularies of the Church 
of England, and to the writines of 
her blessed reformers and martyrs. 
We really cannot consent to pol- 
lute our pages with an more of the 
sanders which more or less fill those 
ofthe author, till he «omes to the 
distinct charge in p. 41, * that strong 
indications of even mors than con- 
‘empt for literature, are Occasionally 
Manifested in the writings and dis- 
“ourses of the fanatics of te present 
Christ. Obsery. No. 121. 


nions, 


* 
is 
4} 
.: 





Review of Butler’s Sermon on Christian Liberty. 








49 


day.’ We ask, in what writings, 
and in what discourses, are they io be 
found? It is true, indeed, that a iew 
sentences (and to these we suspect 
the writer refers), which may lead 
to a construction of this kind, may be 
found iu a sermon of Mr. Simeon’s, 
reviewed by us in our last volume, 
p. 504, where we spoke of it more 
harshly, perhaps, than it deserved. 
A hberal adversary, (we are sorry 
ever to use this epithet in opposiuon 
to that which we think more appro- 
priate to Dr. Butler.) upon finding 
that every other page of Mr Sime- 
on’s writings breathed a contrary 
spirit; that he cuitivated literature 
himselt; that he recommended the 
pursuit to others; that he displayed 
in his printed sermons no jnconside- 
rable share of learning ; would have 
referred these few sentences, at the 
worst, tosome unguarded moment 5 
or,which would be the candid course, 
have interpreted them by the pe- 
culiar circumstances of the audieuce 
which he addressed. When a large 
body of men are occupied in one pur- 
suit, they are likely to be absorbed by 
it; therefore, in every university, it 
may be conceived, that in the pursuit 
of learning every other object will 
be apt to be forgotten. Above all, 
religion, which, from our natural cor- 
ruption, is least likely to present any 


powerful magnet to the mind, is 
itkely to be abandoned. And more 
especially if there arises any disun- 


euished teacher, who, himself pos- 
sessing much learning, unduly ex. 
alts it; who, occupied in sacred cri- 
ticism, forgets too often the subject 
matter af the criticism 3; who, border- 
ing continually upon sacred greund, 
seldom enters it ; who, holding his 
lamp to the vestibule of the temple, 
lets nor 5) of it fall upon the interior; 
who, by degrees,is doing that which, 
however unintentionally, has a ten- 
dency to withdraw the minds of Bib- 
licalstudents frem doctrinesto words, 
and from the obvious meaning to the 
various readings of the passage ;— 
we can conceive that a man zealous 
for his God, and for his young and 
i[ 
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lettered ennapid. igh should lift up 
his warning voice, and, in a strain 

vuich other cHcumscances would not 
jus’ ify, imsisi upon the Comparative 
INsieniicance ol iiterature. liweare 
Not vilstaken In the dates of the iec- 
acd the 
we 


tures of Protessor Marsh, 
guilty seruion of Mir. Simeon, 
Iinagine that the one muy serve as a 
sort of key to the But what- 
ever might be the opinion,or the lite- 
rary heresy, of an individual, his ol- 


other. 


fence musi not be visited upon aiarge 


body. To say nothing of 
himself, was Mr. Miner, the eccie- 
Slastical bis orian, or is his brother, 
the Dean of Carlisic, a despiser of 
knowledge?) Or is Dr. Joweit, or 
Proiessor Farish, or Mr. Faber, to be 
Classed among the reitgious Goths 
and Huns of the nineteenth century ? 
Is Mr. Wilberforce the foe of elo- 
quence, or Mrs. More the extirpater 
ofwit? Arethe sermons of Gisborne 
and of Cooper, breathing as they do 
the purest evanvelical religion, inie- 
rior in point of composition to any of 
the ave $ 
There is nothing in the discourse 

beiore us which is more remarkable 
than this, that while the author pro- 
fesses to regard. with pec uitar abhor- 
rence the vices of * acrin:onlous cen- 
soriousness and austere intolerance; ” 
asked to characterize 


SChe 


2 . 
Mir. Sunmeon 


yet if we were: 
his own sesinlbinisec nina single 
uld think these very 
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tence, we su 
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terms tne best 
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and if the terms © profane leviny and 


unfounded assertion’ were super- 
addcd, we do not know that any thing 
would be wanting to complete the 
description. We donot mean, how- 
ever, to enter the lists with him tn 
favour either of Calvinists or VE i 


dists, excepting to say, that he mis- 
represen's both. He seems to attr 
bute 
ers, the errors (if errors they be) oi 
Calvinism, although their decided 
lity tothat system is well known, 
although W eslev himself y 


euurr 


host?! 
anal 


the ablest oppugner of its peculiar 
doctrines which the last century pro- 
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duced. Nor is he less mistaken as to 
the opinions oi Calvinists : he attri. 
butes to them novions which, we will 
venture to say, are 10 where record- 
ed, cxcept, perhaps, in the annals of 
Rcdienin Of this, at least, we are con- 
fident, that they are not to be found 
in the writings of any divine of the 
Church of England to whom Dr. But- 
ler would give the appellation of mo. 
dern Puritan. We again, iherctore, 
callon Dr. butler either to name the 
writings which contain these obnox- 
ious opinions, or io retract his 
charges, under pain of being accused 
of intentional misrepresentation. 
Our author, in one of his notes, has 
attacked Dr. Buchanan for appearing 
to favour Unitarianism,by remarking 
in his 
Licht, that **the true criterion of the 
faith of a Christian at this day is to 
acknowledge the continued influence 
of God the Holy Spirit ;”? a remark 
which obviously means no more than 
this, that as there are many In the 
presentday who will readily acknow- 
ledge the love of God the Father, and 
the mediation of God the Son, but 
who are nevertheless very averse to 
the admission of the continued Influ- 
ence of the Holy Spirit in sanctify. 
ine the hearts of believers, it becomes 
especially important to insist on this 
last truth. Indeed, the language of 
Dr. Butler, in this very publication, 
is of anature which seems to call for 
some such remark as that of Dr. Bu- 
chanan. ** Let us bear in mind,’ he 
says, ** that tac age of miracles has 
long ceased, and that we are now left 
to the common operations of reason 
and investigation, for advancementin 
our red gious as well as all our other 
inteliectnal improvements. ? p. 114. 
Yiow widely aifferent from this lan- 
euare is that of the Church of Ing: 
land ! jaja is the language of her 
litur sy! * Sendthy Holy Ghost, and 
pour into our hearts,” &c. ‘ Thou 
atone canst order the unruly wills 
and affections of sinful men.” ‘0 
Lord, from whom all good thing es do 
come, grant to us, that, by ‘thy ‘holy 
inspiration, we may think those 
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chings that be good.’’? ‘* Grant us 
by thy Holy Spirit to have a right 
judgment in ali things.’ % Wechout 
thee nothing is strong, nothing is holy.” 
« Lord of aii power ond might, who 
art the the Author and Giser cf all 
good things, gratt in our hearts ihe 
love oi thy bame, Increase In us ue 
religion,’? &c. °* Grant to us the 
spirit to think and do aiways sucna 
things us be rightiul; that we, 


, , / f ; . rr fis oveen 
Ciu222i00 ao Gili LA? il 5 ‘ hal iss & ood “ee iiile 


out theey May by thee be Chabvicd LO 


live accovains r LO tay wiil.’’ = Uf Ay 
only gift it cometh that thy peuple 
do unto thee true and laudable sere 
vice; und * Forasmuch as wiihout 


% 2 >) a ao f f f s , / se 
iee we Gare uot ah ¢ aD) [eCaSOE LUCE, 


rant that thy Holy opirit 
nes alvect abd ruce our 


merciluliy & 
muy in ali thi 
hearts.” 
all hearts be open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secreis are hid, 
cleanse the thoughts oi our hearts by 
the imspiration of thy Holy Spirit.’’ 
—And what say the Articies on this 
ubject! They teil us, that * Works 
done before the grace of Christ, and 
the @vsfiration of Ais Spirit, are not 
pleasant to God 5” and that © POLY 
persons are such as feel in them- 
selves the wee dita of the Spirit of 
Chiist, mortifying the works of the 
flesh, and drawing u niind to 


* Alilgity God, unto wom 


1} lypir 
0 Chek 
«a 


high and heavenly things.’—Sull 
more In point, if possibic, are the 
Homilies of the Ciureb. cit is 


the ifoly Ghost, and no other 
that doth quicken the minds of men, 
surring up good and godly motions 
in their hearts, which ure 
to the will and 
God. such as otherwise, of theirown 
crooked and perverse nature, they 
should never have.’ “ As for 
table and godly motions, if man have 
any at all in him, they procecd enly 
of the Holy Ghost, vho is the only 
worker of our sanctification, and 
maketh us new men in Christ eer 7 
Homily for Whitsunday, ed. 
pp. 389, 390 —Can it be that ‘Dr. 
butler is a minister of the church 
Which thus speaks; the same 
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) rsahyty 
Ler 4 & CAVIC 


commandment of 


charl- 


2. 


Dr. 

Butle 19 
utler who scems to contend (p.1i9) 
the divine inspiration of some ot 
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the Greek and Roman classics, and 
yet tells us, as one having authority, 
to bear in mind that we are ow jeltto 
the common cperations of reason and 
udvancement In re- 
lunprovement’ We must 
igave it to him to expiain this para- 


Ivestigaticn iov 


lerte ‘ 
lous 
ry 


Cox. 


We deem it Incunibent on us to 


notice another misrepresentation of 


a ? 
Dr. Buchanan -Inibe sane 
ermonus Dr. Buchanan had sald, that 
66 rei € usual hame ol rep roach’ for re- 


j _ e , . $93 
Liclous ben “al this day is Me thodist; 
e « 


© Hicabily 


aud tbat (his hame “is now appiled to 
any men of pure and uhaiiectec pie- 
ty, and 1s, in short, another term for 
Christ Dr. Butier — angry 
with him for saying so, and, 1 1 the 
warmth of his displeasure, n 
sis What he has said. 


99 
beth). 


tisie- 
¥ 


presel Tie ase 
suines that Dr. Bechanan’s proposi- 
tion amounts to this, that all men of 
pure and unsifected piety are metho- 
dists (p. 109; whereas Dr. Bucha- 
nan only says that they are socalled; 
and that, in the phraseology of the 
irreligious, methodist is, in short, 
another name for Christian. Fie be- 
jreve that Dr. Buchanan hasnotmuch 
overstated the matter, although of 
late the current term of reproach has 
been somewhat varied, and * Calvin- 
ist,” or Puritan,” is occa- 
sionally substituted, as the pages of 
Dr. Buder bear witness. 

We had resolved, in the outset of 
our review, to carry on a sort oi fly- 
warfare with the author throu; oh 
ve whole of his notes, as well as his 
sermon. But, really, the number of 
objectionable passagesdeters us. Not 
oniy is there much wrong; there is 
scarcely uny thine right. ‘To attack 
every fauli would exhaust all the 

f our critical cannister, 


* meEdern 


small shot oi 
wear out our readers and ourselves, 
and perhaps, after all, not materially 
affect the author, who may now be 
healing his wounded reputation as a 
divine, by the issue of another play 
of (we presume Saint) Aischylus. 
We pass over, therefore, among 
many other passages, what he quotes, 
at p. 1412, as a fine observation, but 
which we always thought a most peri- 
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lous and even heretical apophthegm, 
of his master, Erasmus: * ubicun- 
que pura mens est, 1bi Deus est ’’— 
also the high commendatton — 
ed, atp. 119, on a quotation in whicl 

Evasmius contends for the divine in- 
spiration of some of the classical 
Writings, ‘cum lila scriberent numen 
aliguod bonum agitaverit ;’—as well 
as a note exiracied from that dis- 
tinguished writer, Jeremy Taylor 
(whose quiver, we regret lo Say, OC- 
casionaliy furnishes an arrow to a bad 
cause), in defence of dice, &c. horse- 
racing, cock-tighting, the fighe of 
quails and pariridges, bull-baiting, 
&c.—on all which we had projected 
some remarks. After the quotation 
from Bishop Taylor, to which we 
have aliuded, we entirely lose sight 
of Dr. Butler; for, leaping into a 
sort of classical Gar, constructed of 
an infinity of hard names, Greek and 


Latin, cut short, for the confusion of 


us unletiered readers, he disappears 
ina cloud, with Casaubon. 
madv. in Athenzxum, an ; Valcken. 
ad Theocr. Idyll.” (p. 129.) We 
trust that he was found, or ‘pie ked UD; 
after his flight, at Shrewsbury. 

There is, however, one pas 
in this publication which we 
thought it right to reserve fora more 
extended comment. It occurs at p. 
92, and is as follows :— 


A . 
£~ni- 


Sage 
} ‘ 
uve 


“In the sermons which I mysei7 preach, 
and read, and hear, there 1S ice 5 RN ON. 
press mention of the name of our Holy Re- 
deemer, or a reference to 


the purpose i tinaesninng some dve 


oa] 


hit 1S Gos} ye}, for 


trine.sor 


“ 9 ogee . . . , . er 7 your , ed 4 ' + 
enforcing some practical duty, or contivm- 
ine the deductions of reason from the attri- 


Sa ee feet. thovchiwe 
butes and works of God. When, therctfore, 
the last appe: al j iS made dire ¢ tly Or HR 
directly to the authority of Holv Writ, by 
the preachers of the Established Chure!; 
when questions purely script ural are often 
discussed by 
preceded by asup He) 

entialiv 
TY of nor 
‘ 


and taue! 


s thus 


? 7 . 
+7 Wis Peyyr OU Ly st isco > fe. . 
cLuaem ,Wi SH Ere;ryv <i OUPrSE TS 
a ae 
, eS panies 
AWAICA THe name 


cation,: 
of Jesus is revere introduced, anc 
that verv for 

setfcommancded : 


eee ee, ee 
WillCil ne 145 HIrMe 


Pray fas y 


4 - ¢\ »Myie 47 
“a US £0 €4 ipa, 


? ’ ° , . 
what, LT would ask, is the ground for the 
loud and = trequent accusations brought 


aorgine 2 ae “anc , ret socal 2? 
arainst us as preachers i.s¢ evanvelical?” 
e e 


rey ’ 
he author here eae a question 
W h ich OuUS rit to ue oils J Vy ok . ed: eV) hat 
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is the ground for the loud and fre- 
quent accusations brought against 
me asa preaciier oc a q% 
Hud we been told by whom these 
‘loud and wee uentaccusations” were 


brought, we could better have repli- 
ed to the query. Itis possibie, for 
Instance, that the antinomlan follow. 


Huntington might use 
this language toall who would i-sist 
on the regulation of the heart and 
= by the precepts of Scripture, 
{eal churchmanship, in like manner, 
mr possibly bring down the tre- 
mendous imputation of “ pot evange- 
lical” from some classes of bicoted 
dissenters. ‘* Not evangelical’’ also 


ers of Mr. 


miay be the tide by which a good s'iff 


papist might designate a sound pro- 
testant. Butiithe author cesires to 
know why we should a fittle question 
his pretensions to it, we shall endea- 
vour, very faithfully, to give the rea- 
sons. ‘he author refers to his own 
sermons as evidence of the fairness 
of his claim to this title 5 and as that 
before us evidently contains a preity 
full developement of his principles, 
and probably not an untavourable 
specimen of his manner, we shall 


satisfy ourseives with the induction 


of particulars went itsupplies. Our 
readers, we trust, will excuse our 
touching briefly on sone points to 
which we have before adverted. 

In the first place, then, we should 
complain that this sermon displayed 
avery inaccurate statement of some 

lamental doctrines of Chris- 
When he speaks of the fall, 


ofthe fund 
tianity. 


for instance. merely as productive ol 


6. wiawe% 
ci€< clial 


SUY 


and multip lied sorrows s,’’ we 
that the catalogue of con- 
was ceficient by the al- 
ess hist of moral evils by 
Wen socicty is scourged, The 
eath’’ Sposel 1 Of In Scripture, as 
i Jot of man, is net mereiy 
the ce the body ; for, says the 
apostle to living men, ** You hath he 
juickened who were dead in trespas- 
Nor was bodily sorrow 


should 
SCOUEHCES 


7 
most enc! 


the eecner 
7 


ea Of 


ses and sins.” 
the only evil engendered by the fall; 
fur, says the same inspired writer; 
“Tn us, that isyin our flesh, dwelleth 
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no good thing.” In like manner, we 
should complain that the statement 
of the author is no less detective 
upon the doctrine of the Divine 
Agency. Buton this point, as well 
as the former, we have aiready suiii- 
cienuly enlarged. 
the author thus either opposing or 
failing short of Scripture, upon two 
points of paramount im portance, 
could it be a matter of surprise if 
persons who profess co adhere close- 
Bible, should refuse to as- 
sociace the epithet of * evange slical”’ 
with the name of Dr. Butler ? 

if we proceed trom the investiga- 
tho) o- ts creed to that of his scaie 
of scitsious and moral practice, as 
exbibt:ed tn this sermon, we think 
thet we should still be equally justi- 
fiedin refusimg him the title of evan. 
eclical Thar cannot be an evangell- 
cul standard of practice which differs 
from the model exhibited to us in 
the conduct of Christ himself, 
fron the rujes which he laid down 
for tue conduct of others. But such 
isthe standard of the author. He 
neither inculcates the devotion by 
which eur Lord was so strikingly 
char sclerize d, nor even tolerates the 
self-denial which Christ so continu- 
allyenjomns. Dr. Butler’s Christian, 
lor what we can sce, might be sen- 
sual, self- mgs geut, worldiy,a “lover 
of pieasure 3’? whilst the evangelical 
Christan must be spiritual, must 
“take up his cross,” must ® not be 
conformed to this world,’’? must be 
a “lover of God.” What, then, be- 
comes of the Doctor’s complaints at 
auv negation of his title? The very 
papers and witnesses by which he 

endeavours to substantiate his claim 
bear testimony against him. Ilis 
own sermons, like some other men’s 
Swords and pist tols, are the instru- 
ments of his ruin. In our critic’s 
eve, we can see him sit, like another 
Cato, with the fatal roll before him. 
Lut before he again pronounces the 
fatal it must be so,?? “ I muse sign 
the death-warrant of my th ecological 
reputation by publishing another ser- 
mon,” let him remember that an aw- 
‘ul felo de se awaits the Christian. to 


ly to the 


Now the creea of 
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which those“divinely inspired”’Greek 
and Roman sages were not exposed. 
Bui to speak more seriousiy, we 
think well of Dr. Butler’s solicitude 
to obtain the name of evangelical. 
It is, we conceive, an honourable ti- 
tle ; and we shall be sincerely glad 
to attend him to this font, and to see 
him baptized with this baptism. If, 
thereiore, he will do us the favour of 
listening tous fora few moments, we 
will teil him the measures by which 
he may infallibly obtain the name. 
Let him begin by giving his most 
serious attention to the whole of the 
New Testament; not only to the Gos- 
pels.but to those of the Epistles of the 
companions and followers of Christ 
which he appears so completely to 
have overlooked in his discussion of 
the Christian character. Let him, 
with earnest prayer to God, study, 
in these several works, the Christian 
creed and practice. Let him endea- 
vour to seize upon the promt ent 
ideas exhibited by our Saviour and 
his apostles; upon the master icel- 
ings which employed the afiections 
and prompted the conduct of the 
eatly Christians. Let him satisfy 
himself, as eo S serious incuirer will, 
we think, always do, that the leading 
topics there are the redem \puion of a 
lost world by the blood of Christ, and 
the sanctification of a corrupt nature 
by his Holy Spirit; that every thing 
else serves as a sort of scaffolding for 
these, is framed and fitted so as to 
dispiay them In their proper symme- 
try, and in their strongest point of vi- 
sion. Having satisfied himself of the 
yaramount Importance oi these doc- 
trines, he will feel that a Christian 
minister must make them the key- 
stone of his whole spiritual erection. 
‘These doctrines he must preach, he 
must make plain to the undersiand- 
ing, he must press upon the con- 
science, he must carry home to the 
hearts and affections of his hearers. 
At this point he will perhaps think 
it worth while to stop,and to ask him- 
self, whether the evangelist, the dele- 
gated herald of these truths, has lei- 
sure, especially in addition to the 
eccupation of a school. to be the la- 
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borious editor of a Greek tragedian ? 
He may then, perhaps, be tempted to 
substitute Paul for Auschylus, and for 
the ** Prometheus vinctus” the deli- 
verance of man. Let him learn that 
the Christian minister is to “ give 
himseli whelly to these things,’— 
to be ** instant In season, and out of 
season,’’—to preach as a dying man 
to dying men,—to keep back no part 
of the * whole counse! of God,’’—t« 
* spend and be spent” in the service 
of his crucified Master :—and under 
this impression Iet him preach the 
plain, practical, awakening truths of 
the Gospel; let him institute schoois, 
Visit the poor, withdraw himsei:irem 
all occupations which may chen 
him from these objects, abandon all 
amusements which are calculated to 
desecrate him in the cyes of hb. 

hearers, to divest him of any of the 
sanctity which awes the bad, the se- 
riousness which convinces the wise, 
the spirituality of mind which, like a 
sort of sacred radiance, at once dis- 
covers the messenger of Siesienn, 
Let him carry down this zeai and 
sanctity even Into the conimon walks 
of life ; there,also “ warning the un- 
ruly, comforting the feeble minded, 
supporting the eee Let bim con- 
sider himseli as a man pledsred, {ii 
another pangaguednaliigi 
by a more noble destina- 


7 


S 


altar, and 
tion, to he ht the baitles of his God. 
Let him “count all things but joss 
for the excellency of the knowledge 
of Christ Jesus his Lord.??) Let him 
vive his classical zeal a spiritual di- 
rection ; and if he must imitate 
herocs ofthe heathen world, iet hi: 
do that for his God witch they some 
times did for their country. ne 
transfer to the altar of Jehovah. 
some of the fire which occasionally 
burned upon the altars of their su- 
perstition. 
they had gods of the “ hearth” aa of 
ti re § tab! aCy * 
ple ; and thus canis even from hea- 


ae . 


? — ‘ wa. ‘ Sy 
tnens, to- Seat and to drink?’ in the 
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name of God, and witharefcrence to 
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one of his OW heroes deemed urs 
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Let him remember that 
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city, and bore them, as such, from its 
flaming walis. Imitating this model 
(since these must be his models), 
ict him rejoice to lose all, if he may 
but -*win Christ, and be found in 
hia.’ Let bim thus act; and then, 
if he do not ain the title of an evan- 
vclical minister, he wiil, at least, have 
this satisfaction, that he deserves it. 
Aiter this transformation, whatever 
others may ac, we at feast shall re- 
yoice to hail hin: in his new charac- 


, f nee ae { : ee oe Ba 
ter, an bind a =E LLE Yr wrea ul Liah 


: ‘ ig , f~ ‘ 4 
that ci the Capitol, er even of the 
senate-house, around his brows 


Beiove we conciv&e out review, lift 

7 ’ } er ‘svg* car s* , a: } iad # . 
muy be necessary to apoclopize for 
. — i ¢ i . en - .t 

tic severity of the terms 1h which 


, "a Be a: 8 

we huve thoughtit rieht to pass our 

mcement upon the sermon belore 
' 

owever, both its 


niatter and Its manner. we cid not 


sce how we could avoid the plain 


dealing we have used. ‘The refine- 
ment of the ave, indeed, has done 
much forthe nianners of controver- 
Stalists. OF late the assailants, even 


Rate oe, ae OR, aa | 
Or the @vahrelicai vody, aave carrlec 


chs under a orasked bate 
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Proic. 10RD Gi mrnher, claJ UD ve tiS to 


borrow a metaphor from them) with 
Lh ihere has been some- 
thing subdued and measured in the 
charges they have advanced. But, 
ona sudden, up starts the author in 
one of the most public spots in the 
nation, throws away the gloves, and 


alms, sans ccremonie, to deal his 
black eves and bloody — a]! 
black eyes and bloody neses upona 

tic miserable wichts who chance to 


tle ofevaneclical. Where, 
where was the pine of the Gracchi 
mpoered the wrath, the 


Bie . ore? a / sy ? ad "YT ” 
the Gracchi: "Phis new, and most 
LbiW cai rantavic mode Oi alltack, re 


ouived to be es not indeed with 


the same w C2] ons, but by a distinct 
exposure of the ans weakness of the 
aSSi Want. 

We must further request those 


who mav stil be hicpeued to con: 
+ cat ities - x 3 > ae bi a we 
the severity of our censure: 
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«o remember,that Dr. Butler has been 
guilty in the present Instance, of 
wastile or rather abusing, one of the 
erandest oppor tunities of duing good 
which could be presented to a human 
being. Piaced at the fountain head 
of retigion 1m the land, where he was 
calicd upon, like the prophet, to re- 
move the bitterness of the water, to 
swecten it of all bigotry and error 

he retused the oitice, and cast in 
herbs additionally bitter and perni- 


* cious. Piaced with half the noble 
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hand ; when called upon to check 
the movements of dissipation and 
self-indulgence ; he only taught his 
ardent hearers to do that upon prin- 
ciple, which their corruption had be- 
fore inpelled tbem todo from inclina- 
tion. iis our consolation, however, 
that the late conduct of many of these 
distinguished youths, in the erection 
ofanauxillary Bible Society at Cam- 
bridge, proves at once their rejec- 
tion of this new apostle, and their 
determination, in despite of his rea- 
soning, to ** deny themselves,’’ in 
order that they may serye their God 
and benefit the world. 





» youth of the country at his feet, in 

> the centre of action, and with an in- 
) strument of the largest power in his 
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ly the press:—The Second Part of Dr. 

Cla Ke’s Travels, con iprehending Greece, 


Syria, and Keypt ;—in two Svo, vols.a Voy- 


‘to the East [nclies, in the years 1802 to 
1805, giving an account of the Isles of 
Fr Bourt bot 1, Jas a. &c. ;—Strictures on 
>, by the Rev. W. 


‘the Church servic: 


Fatizner of Worcester:—The Father’s 

Reosons for being a Christian, by the Rev. 

»C. Powle v j3—Letters on sicny, by Dr. Ir- 

vine by subse ript on) ;—And anew Edition 

PS ofthe Greek y cages and Englisiv Scrip- 

ture Lexicon, by the Hev. Greville 2wing 

| of Glas: row, in one sper ne, royal Svo. of 
about 400 pages 

Mr Wilson, who hasalready stereotyped 

several hundred volumes of the books of the 


Psreatest sale, has prepos “dito print a tere. 


/ot'pe edition of the Br tish Essayists in 


; — volumes, for six peunds 


*R. Philips proposes to print by stup- 
z F ; ‘ - 
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240d also ascertained its chemical proper- 


lies. The trials which bave been made to 
“scertain its fitness for candles, are said to 
satisfactory, The addition, it appears, 
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of Origen against Celsus, 


iT trate the arsument 
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of from one-eighth to one-tenth part of tal- 
low is sufficient to obviate the brittleaess 
of the wax in its pure state, without giving 
it any unpicasant effect. 


A general Bill of all the Christenings and 
Burials, from Dec. 11, 1810, to Dec. 10, 
1S11. 

Christened in the ninety-seven parishes 

within the walls, 879.—Buried, 1164. 
Christened in the seventeen parishes 

without the walls, 4480.—Buried, 3479. 
Christened in the twenty-three out-pa- 


—— Se es af 3 St awa : » 4 
rishes of Middlesex and Surry, 11,242.— 
Buried, 8742. 


? P i 7 . 
Christened in the ten parishes in the city 
an liberty of Westminster, 4044.—Buried, 
3758, 
Christened: Males 10,445 ) 
. ana ¢ inall 20,645 
ty , .. 1; i « 120 J 
ae a .s ems uiecS iU, 202 5 
AT alne Qs df 
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I “an prize has this year been ade 
madzed to Francs Cu ningham, Esq. fcl- 
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sophers derived from the Jewish Scrip- 
tures.” | 

The following subjects are proposed for 
the Chancellor’s prizes at Oxford for 1812: 
For Latin verses, ‘Colom ab Angha ad 
Americe oram missi.” For an En lish es- 
say, “On ‘Translation from dead Lan- 
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guages.’ For a Latin essay, ** Xenopiion. 
tis res bellicas, quibus ipse interfuit, nar. 
rantis, cum Cesare comparatio.” 

Sir Roger Newdegate’s prize for the best 
composition in Kaglish verse,not containing 
more than fifty lines : Apollo Belvedere. 
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Love to Christ: a Discourse delivered 
at Coventry, June 11, 1811, before the Uni- 
tarian Raines Society established in Bir- 
mingsai, for Warwickstire and the neigh- 
“ali ing Counties. By James Hews Brans- 
by. is. 
The Circular Letter of the Rev. Robert 
Luke. Is. 6d. 
A ‘Treatise on the Government of the 


Churca: compiled froin the most cele- 
brated Divines. By Edw. Barwisk, A, B. 
i) ee 


rhird Report of the Committee of the 
London Society for promoting Christianity 
among the Jews. 2s 6d. 

A Defence of the Ancient Faith; or 
Five Sermons in Proofof the Christian Re- 
ligion. By the Rev. P. Gandolphy. 8vo. 5s. 

Letters to a Friend on the Evidences, 
Doctrines, and Duties, of the Christian Re- 
ligion. By O. Gregory, LL. D. 2 vols. 
12mo 14s. 

An Entire New Version of the Book of 
Psalnis; in which an Attempt is made to 
accommodate them to the Worship of the 
Christian Church. By the Rev. W. Goode, 
M. A. 2 vols. 8vo. 1. Is. 

The Excellence of the Liturgy. 
Rev. B Woodd, M. A. 1s. 6d. 

A Body of Divinity, wherein the Doc- 
trines of the Christian Religion are ex- 
plained and defended. By 1. Ridgley, B.D. 
8yvo. Vol. L. 9s. 

A Sermon preached in the Cathedral 
Church of Chichester, August &, 1511. By 
W.S. Goddard, D. Ds 2s. 

A Sermon preached inthe Parish Church 


By the 


of St. Mich: el’s, Lewes, before the Right 
Rey. J. Buckner, D. D. July 18, 1511. By 
the Rev. R Eliison, M. A. 


A Sermon on the Salvation which is in 
Christ only. By the Rev. E. T. Vaughan, 
M. A. Is. 6d. 

A Sermon onthe great Duty of bringing 
Children unto Ghrist ; preached i in the Pa 
rish Church of Hornchurch, June 23, 1811. 
By the Rev. M. Horne. 1s. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

Memoirs of the Life of Prince Potemkin, 
Field-Marshal and Commander-in-Chief of 
the Russian Army. Comprehending Origi- 
nal Anecdotes of Catherine the second and 
of the Russian Court. Translated from 
the German. Svo. 8s. 

Biographie Moderne ; or, Lives of Re- 
markable Caaracters who have distinguish- 
ed themselves from the Commencemeit of 
the French Revolution to the present ‘Lime, 
in which all the Facts which concern them 
are related in the most impartial and au- 
thentic Manner. S vols 8vo. 12. 11s. 6d 

Postscript to ‘Lrotter’s Life of Fox. 8d. 


A Brief Inquiry into the Merits of the | 
Bill for the better regulating, &c. Parish | 


and other Registers. By the Rev. W. C., 
Frith, LL. B. Is. 8d. 

The Asiatic Annual Register, for 1809, 
21s. 

Evenings’ Amusements, for 1812. By 
W. Frend, 5s. 

Instinct displayed, in a Collection of 
well-authenticated Facts ; exemplifying the 
extraordinary Sagacity of various Species 
of the Animal Creation. By P. Wakefield. 
i2mo. 35s. 

Lines, sacred to the Memory of the Rev. 
J. Grahame, Author ofthe Sabbath. 8vo, 2s. 


Substance of two Speeches, made by the | 


Right Hon. N. Vansittart, May 7 and 13, 


es eR 
es a. 





1811, 0n the Report of the Bullion Com- ; 4 


iin. 5s. 6d. 


Joilie’s Cumberland Guide and Directo- | 


ry; containing a descriptive Tour through 
the County, an ‘d a List of Persons in public 
and private Situations in every principal 
Place in the County: also a List of the 
Shipping. dSvo. 6s 


A Journey through Persia, Armenia, and | 4, - 


Asia Minor, to Constantinople, in the Year 


1808, 1809. By J. Morier, Esq. 4to. Sv. 
13s. 6d. with 25 Plates, bds, 


Travels in the Island of Iceland, during 
the Summer of the Year 1810, with 19 
Plates. By Sir George S. Mackenzie, Balt 
4to, 3/. Ss. 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


SOCIETY FOR PROMOTING CHRISTIAN 
KNOWLEDGE. 

Tus Report of this Society, for the vear 

ending at Ladyday 1811, lias reached us. 

It contains an account of the society’ s Pro- 


testant missi ns for the vear 1810, of 


which we purpose, as usual, to give an ub- 
stract. 

The Rev Messrs Kolhoff and Horst, in 
r lester dated Panjore, January 30, 1810, 
eperte a they and their tellow-labourers 
had had many opportunities of e x planing 
the mportant truths of our boly relizion to 


& 


@ heathens and papists, and of wiviting them 


io accept the grace of God shewed to usin 
Chiest Jesus. Phey had als» meulcated on 
(heim Congregations ‘and schools the creat 
importance, the necessity, and the mesti- 
mn sable advantage of living according to the 


3} Gospel of Christ; and thev pray that God 
Smay bless their poor labours, and render 
a g the m eHectual by animating every one of 


cheir hearers to work out their salvation 
B with fear and trembling 


Among the different rasts, those called 


*% Tehinger are more inveterate against Chiris- 
Ptianity than any other, except the Bramins 


A man of this ~ admiited ito the con- 
ration some vears since, had evinced 


ered 


Christian life under many sutier- 


4 


@ianily to Christianity ; in which he lias 
Bhappily succeeded. 


ae 


Amons all the cate- 
chumens, the family of this man had given 
em the greatest si atist: action 1 v ther love 
of mind. 
\meng the deaths that had occurred, 
ee reeretted, were two ca- 
_— racay am and Arecla ip? 

! both nee caciadied om pay Cale 

» aid trained up and employed as tea- 
e late Kev. Mr. Swartz. Al- 

tulents were not brilliant 

somite other native labourers, 

aithfal in improving them, and 

emseives greatly esteemed by 

lens, as well as among Christians, 
Christian disposition, their un. 

i pietv, and their prudence and zeal. 
country pr iest Sattianaden. who was 
iploved on the Vinnavelly province, 

Bis WC i as all the other teac ih ers, h ad faith- 
ally assisted them in church ond ~~ 
4 golag ebroad and preaching Jesu 
, arnone mewevers and unbe Eee 

urist. Observ. No. 121. 


omg 


The number of communicants had great 
lv increased. Albof them had been fully 
instructed and those xdmitted for the first 
time attended a special pi pars Won of 3 
month or more, and were alicrwarcs care- 
filly examined, if ay ofthem had been 
at variance with others, and not fuily recon- 
ciled (a case which did not often cecur), 
they were not allowed to partake of the 
Holy Sacrament. Whoever sine turned his 
back on this divine ordinance, When in 
health, was seldom admitte wy to it on his 
sick bed. Such a paticnt, however, was 
visited andexnorted unrcmiitingly to cry to 
God for merey and for givencss through 
Cihrst. © ‘Phose who had not received the 
sacrament for a veer or upwards previous 
to their death, and died tmpenitent, were 
interred at a dis aice from other Christians 
and without the burial scrvice.” 

he missionaries acknowledee with gra- 
titucde the mercy God in inclining the 
Court of Directors to reise their allowance 
forthe schools from five hundred to twelve 
hundred pagouas anauaiiy. The news had 
reached them when overwhelmed with 
anxiety, and the supply relieved them from 
the necessity of contracting new debts, in 
erder to maintain the many native labour- 
ers 1a the . innavelly district, for which the 
annual produce of Mr. Swartz’s legacy was 
insuthcient. 

The progress of Christianity, and the 
conversion of the heathens resident at a 
distance from any of their congrepations, 
having obliged them to increase the wn 
ber of their native teachers, to enlarge the 
oid places of worship, or to erect new o hes, 
ard to visit them from time to time, their 
funds were unable to bear those expenses, 
but  zhey trusted that the Lord af the har 
vest would incline the hearts of his servants, 
the Honourable Socrety, if ; ssible , to enable 
them vigorously to carry on his work in that 
nation”? On this account, thev were anx- 
ious for a printing press at be pie The 
brethren at Tranquebar had assisted, as 
much as was in their power, but their sup- 
plies were utterly insufficient. “ Their 
qane of Bibles, Testaments, Psalters, and 
other religious books, was greater than they 
could describe.’ Vf it were in their power 
TS) ore at least every Protestant family 
with a copy of the Scriptures, 
greod tock, numbers of infidels ae 
man Catholics would be beneditied ; 
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ye . . . + . 
Gistance of most of their mission places from 
ae ~~ . . ,* f j 

& of consicerable advantaze 
j : oF . 4 } ‘ ’ 
for the converston of the natives. UW Malabai 
ivnes could not be procured, thev might 
sult do niuch § od by printing Portuuese 


books, there be Ing ereat numbers of Ro 
ast? 


eo * / 4 - 
f, OPCAS VEING 


nian Cathoties of that ec: 


tap tol - a re 3, 
4 letter from the Rev. Mr. Kaltho is, Ute 
4) “T’narary a0 ee »1/) 
fx ad yrae 4 oth Aurust, lt iV, commnunt.- 
. ‘ } .. r H 
Cates the iad of Mir. Horst. ‘The learn- 


inv and abilities of this worthy missionary, 
his ardent desire to prove useful, the jer. 
vour aud delight with which he ever pur 
. wed his work, and the essential services 
he had rendered to the mission, had given 
Mr. Kolioil great cause to ta iment $0 early 
and unexpected a death, which had depriv- 
ed the engrsiee of a fith ia pastor, an 
nume z 


ae a. ee “ee 

Us astray CY a AK 
ered 7% } . . n . 
te CLEC) nee husband. it 


suflicting, in the present dearth of mission- 
aries, to lose one who was likely to nrove 
a reat biessinss to a missions, Tis 
sulierings had been ve severe, but he en. 
dured them wWiil t!) eC. D ci ceo ad WINNESs 
ofa Christ: an. dis “a nbie submission to 

ty awake MINS, anc 


the will of God was tru! 


the peace he enjoved to bis last breath was 

ae fom <n rwwiinis = ¥ } aa Tt. ? bn } 
a lively example of the inestimable happi- 
Aen #th< , ae Po Iitea at ondiinacc "rhe 
Hess that attends a nfe or cockhness. ihe 


thou ht of his family, whom he should 
leave without anv provision, was the only 
thins which aMict a his mind. A few days 
before his death, he res juestec d Mr. Pohle 
wolholi to intereede with the So- 


, 


b, 


and Mr. 
ciety in favour of his wife and. six infant 
childven. The small property left to his 
famiiv was =insuiticient to provide the ne- 
— “a ic sof life. 

Phe “tee eee of the mission continued to 
be carvied on as usual. Sattianaden had 
been visiting the congregations in the pro- 


vinee of Palamatta, where he had been of 


His health, however, being 
new assistance had become 

and Mr. Kothoff, 
therefore, beg: red the Society to permit 
the ordination of some of their native tea- 
hers, and to grant them salaries. 

The Society, having taken Mr. Kolhoff’s 
sugrrestions into amend ini te acreed 
to grant Mrs. Horst and her family the 
hundred pounds which they were about to 
send to her husband, ‘trusting that God 
will be pleased to furnish them with addi- 

nal aid from other quarters ;” and also, 

that one or two of the native catechists 
hould be ordained according to the rites 
cf the oe church, when salaries 
shonid be given to them also, as has here- 
tofore heed d con 

Mr. Pohle, in a letter, dated at Trichi- 

March 3, 1810, mentions, that in 


much service 
on the decline, 
absolutely necessary ; 


nopoly, 


the preceding year there had been in tha 


- 


ore, ss! 


[ Jan, 


place 28 baptisms, including heathens ; 42 
Portuguese and 206 Malabar communi- 
cants ; Ube number of the congregation be- 
ing 168 Portuguese and 504 Malabars ; 
and at Dinde eul, 17 Portugucse and 28 
Stalabars. In the English garrison, there 
had becn 44 bantisms and 70 communi. 
cants. His six native fellow-labourers in 
jon continued as heretofore, four 


the miss 
as PE and two as eget aes “athena 


Beside these, there were two English 


schoolmasters. All went on well. 

Mer Pohle mentions, that it was expected 
that the British and Foreign Bible society 
would establish a printing press at ‘Tan. 
Speaking efthe death of Mr. Horst, 
he observes, that the senior judge, and 
the resident at Tanjore, had been making 
a contribution for the relief of the widow 
and children. Mr. Pohic besought the 
Society to sid the same charitable « design, 
Mr. Horst having been cightecn years a 
servant of tie Mission, and tour years one 
of the Socicty’s missionaries. 

Mr. Pohie, after mentioning with thank. 
fulness the safe arrival of the annual stores 
and presents forthe mission, adds, **Would 
to God that we could also receive new 
missionaries ! Lam upwards of sixty-six 
vears old; my strength fail eth me, and I 
may soon be gone, and the mission be an 
unprovided orphan, w hereof to think only 
is painful to me. Nianv the Lord hear our 
prayers, and help us, for his mercy’s sake.” 

“jtis with regret that the Society have 
still to report, that they have not been able 
to obtain any suitable supply of new mis- 
sionaries. Hopes, nevertheless, are still 
entertained, and cflorts used, for the ac- 
complishment of this design, in behalf of 
their Indian missions.’’* 

Letters from Mr. Pezold at Madras 
state, that in the Malabar congregation at 
Vepery every thing was perfectly quiet. 
The European invalids at Trippatore hav- 
ing applied to him for an English school- 

master to instruct their children, he had 
sent one, torcther with a suitable supply 
of books. He had also sent a Malabar 
schoolmaster to the same place, for the in- 
struction of a considerable number of na- 
tive females, reported to him as married 
to Christian soldiers. Some of them had 
wished to embrace the Christian religion. 

The Danish missionaries, in a letter dat- 
ed at Tranguebar, March 27th, 1810, state, 


— 





* How is it that this Society should, for 
so Many years, have been unable to pro- 
cure a single missionary ; while every other 
missionarv society in the kingdom has bee? 
able to procure as many as they can sup: 


port ? 
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that Mr. Jobn had lost his sight, but by the 
erace of God was still able to preach alter- 
ntely in the Portuguese and Malabar 
churches. ‘Lhe monthly allowance from 
Government, of two hundred pagedas, had 
heen found insufficient to support these 
harity schoois, deprived, us thev still 
were, of remittances from Denmark and 
Germany. TPhey had therefore diminished 
the number of children in the a 
but retained the usual: ne Y 
schools. “Vhey had, ho, 
increased the children inthe sc ben a at 
linattam, and begun a new one at Por 
year. ‘Pheir well-informed _ faithful se- 
nior catechist, Savary-rayven, as acting coun- 
trvpriest, had been sent .o visit the country 
congregations, | and had given them much 
his reports. ‘They had been 


SCii ols, 


the Portucucse 
L *) 


iC 4 


ne 


s 
PE ch he - 
satiSiactian bs 


much e@ratified by a visit from sn Kol. 
hoil’; and they had thereby had the opnor-. 


tunity of an conicrence with 
hin, on the 
of their respective missions, 
means Of preserving unity 
selves. 

We have omitted, for the present, 
tice of what is inserted in this Report on 
he subject of the Syrtan Christians. The 
reasons for this omission may appear here- 
aficr 

The plan which we announced, in our 
volume for last vear, p. 58, to have been 
adopted by this Society, of forming dicce- 
san and district eee apt has been at- 
tended with considerable success ; thirteen 
diocesan and thirteen district comp nittces 
having been formed ; which, it is stated, 
have proceeded to pursue the methods re- 
commended by the parent board, for ex- 
tending the usefulness and inc rreasing’ the 
influence of the Society, and for promoting 
the co-operation of the clergy and other 
friends of the church throughout the king- 
dom. It has been resolved by them—to 
apply to the newehbouring clergy who are 
not members of the Society, and also to 
the opulent laity of the Establishe d Church, 
requesting them to become members ;— 
to request the officiating clergy to make 
annual collections for the Society ;—to 
request the clergy and others to inquire 
into the state of instruction of the poor in 
the prisons, hospitals, qockinenes, and 
almshouses in their respective pari 
“9 how far there exists in them, or amonge 
the labouring poor generally, anv want of 
Bibles, Testaments, and pray “ hooks, and 
Where any such w ant is found, to supply it 
gratuitously ;—and with a view to defray 
the expense of supplying such wants, to 
promote parochial and other subscriptions 


interesting 
various at ae important aig 
and on the 


’ 
alone tucm- 


S 


oo 
Ait nO. 


’ 
eC, erg 
eS, 


for procuring books at the reduced prices 
of the Society. 
Encouraged by the 
by the esan and district com 
promote the designs of the Society, 
Board in London has established a Com- 
mittee wd Corre SpOn den Ce, which is to sit 
he summer recess. Since the adop- 
tion of ‘this new pian, that is, from July 
1210, v.12, 1811, the Society has re- 
ceived an acce ot fewer than 1500 
members ; anda hepe is expressed, thata 
ated to further the de- 
experience 2 


.exertions, thus made 
clioe mittees, to 


tlic 


— 
to NO 


3$i:0N of 1) 


siyns of the Society, mav 
cabin aes 

( Pavie CALE 

certainly very gratifying to witness 
S ae “—e ner 

p taken piace 


bsion. Itis 
the re- 


in this 


Si CICLV. 
, ° 
Inthe course of the year, the Society bas 
td ‘ 5 7 OCA FY “ry nRargy rr 
GitSti tbhuted 10,22 b 91S, 16 wth ssw r Te S. 


ta2inents and Psaiters, <0.559 Common 
EBay. ' 2 i ? o 4 P — — 
Prayers, 20,905 other bound books, and 


g@as 7 ‘ i 
j Pos ty + eta 
are Pe ae smal ; a 


"ret 
LIBLE 


NILIARY 


December, at the town- 


¥ ’ 
hall at Huntinedon, na numerous and re. 
; On sat ‘ ee ; Remar & Zee ge . 
= i favie A 7. 0: , the ») ~edare Nyt his Garace 
i . ‘ 
H re Z ™% 4 a ° . ne 28H | 
e Puke of Manchester, being unavoida- 


inbrook 
he bu- 


’ \ } | a eo 
avusent, ] ord \ iscoubt 33 erie 
) t 
conviction oft 


ir, and { j ec 
siness by declaring his firm 
the magnitude and importance of the ob- 
jee ct for which they were assembled. 
Lave meeting was enlivened not oniv bv 
the eleguence oi the three taries of 
th eC narent 1 =titut i 


. , 7 ° — ; 

lon, but bv the animated 

PP sien - = ae Yon cease oa Cc ania nial 
aGadresses "; Lord Carvsi Mt, OO. JS ioht, 


Esc 2 Y iT sma | e { * ‘ oT, _ It 82 
58d. ayn d Li: t nse aig, Oi ule INCVE- 

, ’ : TF anecrem. 6 én 
) MCisS } ope ri B yurd t lo 449 is sabaa eC, and 
~* F ‘ } } 


Martyn, of the ¢ tabtiched chureh ; 
Reverends Arrow, Morcil, and Crisp, dis- 
senune ministers ; of the Rev. F. Calder, 
of the nethodist connection ;: and of Mr. 
Wim. iat 8 0 


| r..° ® 
rf 2riends, 
q - ¢ ce ane on OY 
Mio: €tiian (Uv as as 


the society of 
been already received. 
REGIMENTAL SCHOOLS. 

In our number for November, p. 73 
noticed the orders which had been eiven 
by the renin der in Chief for the institu- 
tion, universally throughout’ the army, of 
Gecaued Schools for the instruction ef 
the children of the solditery, to be conduct- 
ed on Dr. Beil’s plan, 

Military Asylum at Chelsea, On the Ist 
} General 
from 


ne awamni Gal at 
tot X¢ bed peated, ara 


instant, the following aglditiona 

Orders onthis su! issucd 

the Horse-Guards ; 
fe With a most 

’ Hest Ser! P, th a he Yeu 

fir! Vek exiecet to % 1€ ENC VC 
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rnest Cesire to give the 
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Government tn favour of the soldiers? chil. 
dren, to which his Roval Highness the 


ia the name and be- 
roval sanc- 
muinancder in Chief calls on al 
iments, and 


Prince Revent has, 
half of jis M UJesty, CVE the 
tion, the C 
generai olicers, colonels ee 
commanding officers of corps, to take un- 
ip serinees aa nee the 1CQt- 
vO their respec. 
Koval Highness 
is persuaded, that, a aring ma mind the im- 
portant benefits which 
under proper wuidance an 
are caiculated to produce tothe indivicuals 
themselves, to the army, and to the pation 
in general, they will consider them as de- 
ww their constant personal care and 
attention, 
Tt will 
selves, when arrit 


+ 


der tieir Specht $ 


Peni a echools be Tay os 


tive commands 3; and his 


. 


these mstituuons, 


| Wial avremMenht, 


SsCrviy 


rest with the children them- 
al 


ed at a proper age, to 


adopt the line of tife to which they give 
} a . 
the preierenc S = but itis oN remedy Ce ile 


tial that their minds should be impre: 
vith early habits of order, rewu 
discipline, derived from a well-greu: ded 
respect and veneration he yr the es! 
religion of the country. With, this view, 
the Co mmander ino Chief directs, that 
the regiment 
on military principles ; and that, 
circumstances will permit, their establish 
ment, shall be assiniulated to that ofa regi- 
ment, and formed on a system invented by 
he Rev. Dr Beil, which has ann 


al schoojs shalt be conducted 


t. 2S far as 


adopt - 


ed with the most comp ilete success at the 
Gvil Military Asyium. 

His Royal Hiehness has directed, that 

‘xtracts shall be made from Dr. PelPs *In- 


aschool, sthiough 


ictions for ¢ =o i 
Agency of the Scholars themselves,’ 
which, having reecived Dr Bells ipproba- 
tion, arc subjcined, as the best di rections 


bis Roval Hizhness can vive for the con. 
duct ofthe regimental schools of the Bri- 
aISh) ari av. 
“lt is necessary to observe, that al- 
natructions, tl ~ are 
vet the female childr of the 
‘2 also intended to partake ofthe 
benefits of this svstem of education, where- 
ver the eae i we a aud other cireum- 
stances, will permit. 

“Phe Commander in Chief considers it 
pecultarly incumbent on the chaplains, and 
other clergymen engaged in the clerical 
duties of the army, to give their aid and 
assistance to the military officers in pro- 


aha vcr} sm tila : 
chvuusi), in Lille af 
7 ‘ 

a 


mentione 
soldiery a: 


ious IntelligencemRegimental Schools. 


| Jan. 


moting the success of these institutions, by 
frequentiy visiting the ere schools 
of their divisions and garrisons ; by dih- 
gventiy scrutuimsing the « conduet of the ser 
jeant schoolmasters ; examining the pro. 
gress aid seneral behaviour of the chil. 
dven; aud reporting the result of their ob. 
servations to i commar ding officer of the 
regiment. 

* it must ever be remembered, that the 
Main purposes, for which the regimental 
schools are estabtushed, are, to give to the 
soldiers the comfort of being assured, that 
the education and welfare of their children 
are objects of their sovereign’s paternal 
soheitods and attention ; and to raise from 
the iv offsoring a succession of loyal oun 

jects, brave soiaiers, and good Christians,’ 


‘These General Orders are tollowed x 


instructions with respect to the details of 
Dr. Bells system, which we may take 
an wont opportunity of imserting. The 
Ww hk ‘closes with the following injunction; 

a attention of every person directing 
and superintending the school is particu. 
larly called to watch over the moral and 
rerigious conduct of the clildren, and to 
Implant m them, as well by daily practice 
as by perfect instruction in the beoks re- 
commended for that purpose.” such habits 
as may best conduce to guard them against 
the vices to which their condition is pecu- 
liarly hable: ia particular, the most rigid 
observance should be enforced of the grand 
virtue of truth, both for its own sake , and 
as supplying one of the readiest means of 
correcting vice of every kind  Un_ this 
ground, a lie should never be excused ; 
and i yee aggra ated by a lie, should al- 
Ways © punished with exemplary severity 
i portions of their revgieus bo oks 
should be strongiy rivetted in ther minds, 
which warn against ling, swearing, theft, 
illesess, provoking conduct, and the use 
of improper expressions one towards ano- 
ther ; and which are fitted to impress on 
them, from their earliest years, the princi- 
ples of om holy rel: as establ: shed in 
this kingdom, being the surest means of 
promoting their success in their various 
pursuits inthis world, and of insuring their 
everlasting happiness ” 
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Sron, 


~ 





ck peo ncigani pn Ab ‘dements ot the 
Bible, Che chief ‘Prutis of Religion, The 
Catechism, Prayer-Book, and Bible 
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VIEW OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS. 


Py 
Over review of Public Affairs for the pre- 
sent month must be pete more brief than 
we liad intended. We had hoped, by 
throwing a quantity of matter into the Ap- 
nendix, to have brought up our arrears, 
S icularly uncer the bead of Rehgious 
| gence; a department of our work 
* hich we Know to be particularly interest- 
Se ing to our readers in general; and thus to 
have obtained space fora more extended 
consideration of general politics But the 
events in the religious world are so impor- 
tant, and follow each other in such rapid 
succession, that we have been obliged to 
me «veto them the room we had allotted for 
* Getic Pull ialrs. 
SPAIN. 
On the Spanish Peninsula, there have 
heen some very important occurrences, 
e army of Lord Wellington has made « 
rwandl movement ; and, on the 9th in- 
stant, it invested Ciudad Rodrigo, after 
B having carried, in a most gallant style, a 
B strong redo ubt which had been thrown up 
me for the defence of the place. It is expect- 
Be cdthat Ciudad Kodvigo w i fall befor any 
ri “wine can arrive to its succour—General 
A Hill, with his column, has driven the French 
me every where betore him, and entirely 
© cleared the country in the neighbourhood 
m of Merida.—A force of 10,000 men having 
im iaid re gular sicre to ‘Variila, garrisoned 
ee only by : about 1000 British aud 800 Spanish 
troops, under Colonel Skerrett, a practica- 
@@ bic breach was soon efiected, the place be- 
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ing defended only by an old wall. The 
enemy twice advanced to the assault, but 
Were repulsed on _ th occasions with con- 
siderable loss ; and on the night succeed- 


liant exploits, it appears that Suchet had 
forced the Spamsh lines before Valentia, 
ci ge the army of Blake, who, with 
part of it, bas taken refuge in that city. 
No accou nt has yet been “received of its 
full —The Guerillas are still active, and, in 
many instances, signally successful. 


RUSSIA, 

It has been confidently stated, that peace 
has taken place between Russia and the 
Porte ; but no oficial intelligence bas been 
received of that event. The Government 
of Sweden SCeT.S disposed to maintain 
fisendly relations With us, if possible. 


UNITED STATES. 

The proceedings of Congress, relative to 
the differences between Great Britain and 
the Untnted States, are marked by con- 
siderable violence. War is loudly talked 
of, in case we do not immediately repeal 
our obnoxious Orders. Our Government 
says, * Shew us the proof that Bonaparte 
has repealed his decrees : shew us even 
the official act of repeal: you may then, 
but not tll then, call upon us to repeal 
ours.” This, bowever, does not. satisfy 
America ; and, if we may judge from the 
tone of their proceedings, war is now 
scarcely to be avoided, 

JAVA. 

Intelligence has been received of the 
comp lete conquest of the island of savas 
after a succession of very brilliant and al- 
nost chivalrous exploits on the part both of 
our army and navy. Geners] — at 
leneth capitulated, with the residue of his 
force, and obtained terms for te part of 
the istand which was not already in our 
Possession ‘Lhese terms are so little dis- 
advantageous to us, that we presume they 
will be extended to the whole ef the island. 


GREAT BRITAIN 


ine the last es they silently decamp- 
ed, leaving the ‘cannon, an il a great part 
of their stores, beh madthem. Our loss has 
becn small.—'lo counterbalance these bril- 
PARLTAMENTARY PROCEEDINGS. 
ParLIAMENT met on the 7th instant. 


? 
‘ne Prince Regent’s speech + 


It begins wi 
the continua mec of his Majesty 
tien, and the C) appointm ent of the hc pes 

verished of his recovery ; 
and recommends that a suitable and ample 
Provision should be for the Kine 


yas read by 
th lamenting 
$ 


s indispost- 


. 


ee P 
Mace 


c 
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during his illness, and means taken to pre- 
serve to him a facility of resuming his roy- 


al functions, in the event of recovery. ‘Lhe 
speech then adverts to the effectual de- 


fence of Portugal, and the biilhant enter 
prise of General on in Estremadura ; and 
extols the valour of the British and alied 
forces, and the consummate judgment and 
skill displayed by Lord W ellington in the 
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conduct of the campaign. In Spain, the 
spirit of the pe ‘ople is represented as un- 

gebdued, and the guerilla system of war- 
fare, aided by our navy, and promoted by 
the force we have on thei frontier, has 
been extended and improved, and this even 
in provinces chiefly occupied by the French 
forces. ihe Prince Regent hopes to be 
enabled by Parliament efiectually to sup- 
port the contest. ‘The achievemeits of the 
British arms in the Indian Seas are spoken 
of in terms of appropriate commendation, 
Vhereby security has been given to the 
Buitish commerce and possessions in Tndia, 
and the colonial power of Ft rance has been 
entirely extinguished : and it is 
mended to Parliament to consider * the 
propriety of providing such measures ior 
the future government of the British pos- 
sessions in India, as shall appear from ex- 
per iene ce, and upon mature ade lsberation, to 
nal pros- 


fal 


@ flourish. 


Pecontle 


be calculated to secure their nite 
perity, and to derive from thes 
ine domintons the utmost degree of advan- 
tage to the commerce and revenue of the 
United Kingdom.” The differences with 
America are stated to be stili unadjusted ; 
the difficulties caused by the affair of the 
Chesupcake have, however, been removed ; 
and the Prince Regent assures Parliament, 
that everv means ‘of concilix! ion will be 
ised consistent with the Crown’s honour 
and the rights and interests of the empire. 
The attention of Parliament is again called 
to the finances of ireland, which are stated 
to have improved in the last year. The 
speech thus concludes ‘The Prince 
Regent is satisfied that you entertain a just 
ense of the arduous duties which he has 
hewn called upon to fulfil, in consequence of 
his Majesty’s continued indisposition, on 
der this severe calamity, his Roval High- 
ness derives the greatest consolation hl 
his reliance on your experienced wisdom, 
loyalty, and public spint, to which in every 
difficulty he will resort with a firm = confi- 


dence, that through your assistance and 
support he shall ‘he ‘enabled, under the 
blessing of Divine Providence, suecessful- 


iy to diac harge the important functions of 
the high trust reposed in him, and, in the 
name and on the behalf of his beloved fa- 
ther and revered sovereign, to maintain 
unimpaired the prosperity and honour of 
the nation.” 

In the House of Lords, the address was 
moved by the Earl of Shaftsbury, and se- 
conded by Lord Brownlow, and it passed 
without a division; Lord Grenviile enter- 


ing his protest against the present system, 
both of commerce and fin 1ance, and severe. 
ly condemning the conduct pursued with 
vespect to Ireland. 


| Jan, 


vce. 


In the House of Commons, the address 
was to have been moved by Lord Jocelyn 
and seconded by Mr. Vyse ; but Sir Fran. 
cis Burdett rose without any previous no. 
tice, and afier a long speech, in which he 
went over the various topics on which he 
is accustomed to dweli, moved a long ad. 
dvcss in which ali those topics were enu. 
merated : he was seconded by Lord Coci- 
This reduced Lord Jocelyn to the 
moving his address as an 
It was carried by a majori- 
ty of two hundred and thirty -eight to one, 

AN EXAMailon of the ns i at. 
tendance on his Majesty las been taken by 
both THiouses of P: 
bargedidy shies I 
recovery 1s) pronot uuced to i 
babie ; ‘and Be or two, a Stil stronger 
expression was weed to denote the nee 
Oa receiving the Report of this 
examination, the House of Commons pro- 
cecded to arrange his ‘sty’s hiouse- 
hold and civil establishment, the 
which it is intended to transfer to the 
Prince Regent ; Lene him, at the same 
time, 100,000/. for the purpose of detraying 
the expense indies his exercise of the 
rereacy during the last year, and for 
which no provision was made. For the 
care of his Majesty’s person, and the house. 
hold which he will reguire, and which is to 
be under the management of the Queen 
100,000. per annum is to be allotted, toge- 
ther with an addition of 10,000/. a year to 
her Majesty’s allowance. 

Resolutions have been adopted in the 

louse of Coramens for stopping all distilla- 
tion from grain in Great Britain, from the 
15¢h of February next until the 31st of De- 
cember, and for regulating the duties on su- 
garwash. ‘This restriction not extending to 
Ireland, it became necessary to prohibit the 
importation of spirits from that country. 

Lord Folkstone having brought under 
the notice of the House of Commons some 
cases of severe oppression, which had oe- 
curred in consequence of the proceedings 
of some of the inferior ecclesiastical courts, 
‘as manifested by the house 
yedy to the evil; and sit 

consented to prepare 4 
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a disposition w 
to apply some ren 

Villiam Scott ha 
bill which shall have the ctlect heal 
the administration of those court 

A Committee of the House of Commons 
has been appointed to consider the state ol 
the Police. 

By the returns under the Population Act, 
laid on the table of the House of Commons, 
it appears that there has been an increase 
of our population, since the last (’ensus was 
taken, to the astonishing extent of one mil- 
lion six hundred thousand souls. We hope 
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fore our readers in some futur 


DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE, 


We. are happy to state, that the 5th day 
vary is appointed to be held as a 


We 


nd that itis the intention of many 


eReh 
of 2! 
fasting and humiliation, 


dav of public! 


' . ; 
Tikes st aet 


clergymen, inand pear Lone ts tomukea 
collection on that ocession for the Naval 
and Military Bible Society, whose exclusive 
gbiect it is to supply our naval and milita- 


ry force of 450.000 men with Bibles. 


yecent inquiry, il appears, that, 
1 


4 Rev, fesid W lian Garrow, M. A. and 
B Rev. John Welboe Doyle, B. A Chaplains 
F in Ordinary to the Prince Regent. 
Rey. T. T. Haverfield, B. C.L. Chaplain 
in Ordinary to the Duke of Sussex. 
Rev. W. J D. Waddilove, M. A. 
bendary of Ripon, Yorkshire. 
Hon. and Rev. Armine Wodehouse, M. 
A. Barnham Broom R. with Bixton and 
Kimberton annexed, Norfolk. 
Rey. Sherard Becher, M. A. Ea 


Saas! 


ae Pe 


Pre- 


ast Marl ive 


1, Ottingham Perpetual 
hire, vice Snaith. cle Cease A 


Mackcr< 
Yorks 


milan V. with West Drayton, Notts 

5 Rev. J. R. E. Nelson, Congham St. Mary 
4 R. with St. Andre W, Norfolk. 

ql Res W. Clarke, M. A. SI heckling V. 
Bwith Burstwick, Holderness, vice Spaith, 
B ceceased. 

) Rev. J 


c c urac Vs 


a Rey, Thorpe Fowke, M. A. All-saints 
es V. Sud! i be 

uw 

e Rev. W. Karslake, Colmstock V. Devon. 


“aa Thexton, Beetham V. Westinior. 
Rey, Jonathan Holmes, Kildale R. York- 
q shi re, 
pe Rev. ain to the 
Raine, 


: Mr. Mansfield, Chap! 
tHon. Society of Gray’s Inn, wice 
b deceased, 

Rev. Charles Plumptre, Houghton R. 
Durham, vice Byron, deceased. 

Rev. George Heywood, B. A. Ideford 
_ Iddesford R. Devon, vice Bradford, 


ceased, 
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destitute. While we are annually expend- 
ing such immense sums in preparing the 
weapons of destruction, let us not grudge 
to our countrymen, who stand for our de- 
fence in the perilous edge of battle, the 
means of spiritual health and salvation. 
NAVAL INTELLIGENCE. 
We are deeply concerned to state the 
loss of no less than one ship of 98 guns, two 
of 74, and one sloop of war, on their return 
from the Baltic. One of the 74s, the Hero, 
and the sloop of war, the Grasshopper, 


were wrecked on the coast of Holland. 


fm mcn who re read, only one insix has a ‘The whole of ihe crew of the former, and 
Bopible; and there ‘are now upwards of a ereat part of Uiat of the latter, P rerished. 
) ),G00 s ane who have applicd to the So- The_St. George, of OS guns, and the De- 
eicty for Bibles ; with whose request, ow- fence, of 74, were driven asbore on the Da- 
ine to the state of its funds, the Society nish coast, and the crews of both, amounut- 
inds it impossible, without further aid, to ing to near 1400 men, were Crowacd, with 
B comply. Vhe army is equaliy, if not more, the excep tion Of siX mcn. 
2 wisi 
ECCLESIASTICAL PREFERMENTS, 
Rev. John Tench, B. D. Great Rol! right Rev. Thomas Melhuish, sen. St. Ervan 
R. Oxon R, Cornwall, wce Molesworth, deceased. 
F ev.John Parsons, M.A.QOborne V. with Rev. Thomas Melhuish, jun. Ashwater 
§ Castleton, Dorset, vice Digby, deceased. 2. Devon, vice Melhuish, eo, 


Rev. F. Belhield, jun. M. A. Tormoham 


and Cockingham Pe roet Curacies, Deven. 
Re a W ° Bolland, M A. vicar of Sw ines- 


head, Frampton V. 


Whieldale, resigned. 

Rev. Robert Hales, M. 
R. Horton. 

Rev. Andrew Quicke, B. A. 
Rh. Somerset, WCE 

Rev. John Rouse, St. 
wall. 

Rev. Oliver Rouse, Tetcott R. Devon. 

Rev. Mr. Perney, Oxendon Perpetual 
Curacy, co. Glouc. vice Bradstock, dee. 

Rev. J. H. Hall, Risley and Breaston 
Perpetual Curacies, Derbyshire. 

Rev. George Stanley Faber, B. D. rector 

f Redmershall, Lone Newton R. Durham. 


Lincolnshire, vice 
A. Herringswell 


Ashbrittle 


red. 


V eaile, rc Sith 
Breock R. Corn- 


Rn . ‘ ‘> ™~w?? Y 7° , ° + wes 
Rev. Mr. Cleaver, Newton R. Niontgo- 
t 
wajetacem ree leaanc 
Ineryshire » VICE Lewis, decease be 


Rev. Dr. E. Barrv, rector of & 
Wallingford, St. 
town, with Satwell Chupelry annexe 

Rev. O. Cooper, Otterden R. Kent, vice 
Hawker, resigned. 


tinnelte tes - 
Teonard’s R. in the 


Rev. C. Ord, M.A. vicar ofS St. Mary’s, 
Lincoln, Gretton V. with Doddington, 


Northamptonshire 
Rev. J Chilton, B. A. Easton R. Suffolk. 
fev. Luke Booker, I.L. D. vicar of Ted- 

stone, Delamere, lerefordshire, Dudley V. 

Worcestershire 
Rev. J. F. Williams, 
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conduct of the campaign. In Spain, the 
spirit of the people is represented as un- 
subdued, and the guerilla system of war- 
fare, aided by our navy, and promoted by 
the force we have on their frontier, has 
been extended and improved, and this even 
in provinces chiefly occupied by the French 
forces. ihe Prince Regent hopes to be 
enabled by Parliament efiectually to sup- 
port the contest. The achievements of the 
British arms in the Indian Sexs are spoken 
of in terms of appropriate commendation, 
whereby security has been given to the 
BKiitish commerce and possessions in Tudia, 
and the colonial power of France has been 
entirely extinguished : and it is recom- 
mended to Parliament to consider * the 
propriety of providing such measures for 
the future government of the British pos- 
sessions in India, as shall appear from ex- 
perience, and upon mature deliberation, to 
be calculated to secure their internal pros- 
perity, and to derive from these flourish- 
ing dominions the utmost degree of advan- 
tage to the commerce and revenue of the 
United Kingdom.” The differences with 
America are stated to be stili unadjusted ; 
the difficultics caused by the afiair of the 
Chesupeake have, however, been removed ; 
and the Prince Regent assures Parliament, 
that everv means of conciliation will be 
ised consistent with the Crown’s honour 
and the rights and interests of the empire. 
The attention of Parliament is again called 
to the finances of ireland, which are stated 
to have improved in the last vear. The 
speech thus concludes :—* The Prince 
Regent is satisfied that you entertain a just 
sense of the arduous duties which he has 
been called upon te fulfil, in consequence of 
his Majesty’s continued indisposition, Un- 
der this severe calamity, his Royal High- 
ness derives the greatest consolation from 
his reliance on your experienced wisdom, 
loyalty, and public spirit, to which In every 
difficulty he will resort with a firm confi- 
dence, that through your assistance and 
support he shail be enabled, under the 
blessing of Divine Providence, successful- 
iy to discharge the important functions of 
the high trust reposed in him, and, in the 
name and on the behalf of his beloved fa- 
ther and revered sovereign, to maintain 
unimpaired the prosperity and honour of 
the nation.” 

In the House of Lords, the address was 
moved by the Earl of Shaftsbury, and se- 
conded by Lord Brownlow, and it passed 
without a division; Lord Grenviile enter- 
ing his protest against the present system, 
both of commerce and finance, and severe. 
ly condemning the conduct pursued with 
vespect to Ireland. 


<8 


In the House of Commons, the address 
was to have been moved by Lord Jocelyn 
and seconded by Mr. Vyse ; but Sir Fran- 
cis Burdett rose without any previous no. 
tice, and after a long speech, in which he 
Went over the various topics on which he 
is accustomed to dweli, moved a long ad. 
dress in which all those topics were enu- 
merated : he was seconded by Lord Cacii- 
rane. This reduced Lord Jocelyn to the 
necessity of moving his address as an 
amendment. It was carried by a majori- 
ty of two hundred and thirty-elght to one, 

An examination of the physicians in at. 
tendance on his Majesty has been taken by 


! 
b thy Visas See ‘+ | rlhainent i} > pag il °c 
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lightly unfavourablie. By all of them, his 


recovery Is pronounced to be very impro- 
babie ; and by oie or two, a still stronger 
expression was used to denote the absence 
of hope. Onreceiving the Report of this 
examination, the House of Commons pro- 


ol aypPpane 13 f seocty? “ 
ceeded to arrange his Miajest s licuse- 
«J a 
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\ 
hold and civil establishment, the whole of 


which it is intended to transfer to the 
Prince Regent; granting him, at the same 
time, 100,000/. for the purpose of detraying 
the expense attending his exercise of the 
rereacy during the last year, and for 
which no provision was made. For the 
care of his Majesty’s person, and the house. 
hold which be will require, and which is to 
be under the management of the Queen, 
100,000/. per annum is to be allotted, toge- 
ther with an addition of 10,000/. a year to 
her Majesty’s allowance. 

Resolutions have been adopted in the 

louse of Commons for stopping all distilla- 
tion from grain in Great Britain, from the 
15:h of February next until the 31st of De- 
cember, and for regulating the duties on su- 
gar wash. ‘This restriction not extending to 
Ireland, it became necessary to prohibit the 
importation of spirits from that country. 

Lord Folkstone having brought under 
the notice of the House of Commons some 
cases of severe oppression, which had oc- 
curred in consequence of the proceedings 
of some of the inferior ecclesiastical courts, 
a disposition was manifested by the house 
to apply some remedy to the evil ; and Sir 
William Scott has consented to prepare a 
bill which shall have the effect of reforming 
the administration of those courts. 

A Committee of the House of Commons 
has been appointed to consider the state ol 
the Police. 

By the returns under the Population Act, 
laid on the table of the House of Commons, 
it appears that there has been an increase 
of our population, since the last Census was 
taken, to the astonishing extent of one mil- 
lion six hundred thousand souls. We hope 
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‘o be able to lay an abstract of the returns 
before our re eaders in some future number. 


DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE, 


We are happy to state, that the 5th day 
February is appointed to be heid as a 
dav of public fasting and humiliation. We 
madersiand that itis the intention of many 
lergvmen, 1n and pear 1.0 ndon, to makea 
Vection on that ocession for the Naval 

ie Society, whose exclusive 
it is to §! apply our naval and milita- 
vy doree of 450,0G0 men with Bibles. Bva 
heh inguiry, it appears, that, of the sea- 
men who can read, only one in six has a 
ible: and there are now upwards of 
0,000 sailors who have applied to the So- 
ciety for Bibles ; with whose request, ow- 
Ing to the state of its funds, the Society 
‘nds it impossible, without further aid, LO 


wmiply. The army is equaliy, if not more, 


! 
; tary ‘Bib 


ECCLESIASTICAL 


John Tench, B. D. Great Rollright 

6, Oxon 

Kev.John Parsons, M.A.Oborne V. with 
Castleton, Dorset, vice Digby, deceased. 

Rev, Dasid W jiam Garrow, M. A. and 
Rev. John Welboe Doyie, B. A Chaplains 

n Ordinary to the Prince Regent. 

‘Rev. T. T. Haverfield, B. C. L. Chaplain 
in Ordinary to the Duke of Sussex. 

Rev. W. J D. Waddilove, M. A. Pre- 

bendary of Ripon, Yorkshire. 

Hon, and Rev. Armine Wodehouse, M. 
A. Barnham Broom R. with Bixton and 
Kimberton annexed, Norfolk, 

Rev. Sherard Becher, M.A. East Mark- 
lim Ve with West Dray ton, Notts. 

Kev. J. R. E. Nelson, Congham St. Mary 
R. with St. Andrew, Norfolk. 

Rey. W. Clarke, M. A. § Sheckline Vv. 
ith Burstwick, Holderness, vce Snaith, 
deceased. 

Rev. J. Mackreth, Ottingham Perpetu: ul 
( wiggg Ys YorKshi ne, vice Sn: ith, deceased. 

Thorpe Fowke, M. A. Al)l-saints 
V, Suc 1h py. 

Rev. W Karslake, Colmstock V. Devon. 

Rey. J. Thexton, Beetham V. Westmoyr. 
, Rey, Jonathan ticles,’ Kildale R. York- 
shire, 

Rev. Mr. Mansfielc, Ch aplain to the 
Hon, Society of Gray’s Inn, vice Raine, 
deceased, 

Rev. Charles Plumptre, Houghton R. 
Durham, vice Byron, deceased. 

Rey George Heywood, B. A. Ideford 


al as Iddesford R. Devon, vice Bradford, 
4eCea ised, 


‘) 


Denham V. Somerset, 
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destitute. While we are annually expend- 
ing such immense sums in preparing the 
weapons of destruction, let us not grudge 
to our Countrymen, who stand for our de- 
fence in tlhe perilous edge of battle, the 
means of spiritual heaith and salvation. 


NAVAL INTELLIGENCE. 

We are deeply concerned to state the 
loss of no less than one ship of 98 guns, two 
of 74, and one sloop of war, on their return 
from the Baltic. One of the 74s, the Hero, 
and the sloop of war, the Grasshopper, 
were wrecked on the coast of Holland. 
The whole of the crew of the former, and 
agere / part of that of the latter, perished. 
‘the . George, of 98 guns, and the De- 
— GC, or? 74, were driven ashore on the Da- 

ish coast, and the crews of both, amouut- 
ing to near 144 UU men, wel 
the exception of six mcn. 


ea lier yy va sy 
e Crowned, with 


DMN TDORAITIOATTC 
4 REFERMES ie 


Rev. Thomas Melhuish, sen. Ervan 
R, Cornwall, vice Molesworth, deceased. 

Rev. Thomas Melhuish, jun. Asiwater 
R. Devon, vice Melhuish, restgned. 

Rev. F. Belheld, jun. M. A. Tormohan 
and Cockingham Perpet Curacies, Deven. 
Rev. W. Bolland, M. A. vicar of Swines- 
head, Frampton V. Lincolnshire, vice 
Wheldale, resign é 

Rev. Robert Hales, 3 M. A. Herringswell 
R. Norfolk. 

Rev. Andrew Quicke, B. A. Ashbrittle 
R. Somerset, w/ce Veale, resigned. 


Rev. John Rouse, St. Breock | . Corn- 
wall. 

ae Oliver Rouse, Tetcott R. Devon. 

Rev. Mr. Perney, Oxendon Perpetual 


Cur ania co. Glouc. vice Bradstock, dec. 

Rev. J. H. Hall, Risley and Breaston 
Perpetual Curacies, Derbyshire. 

_ Rev. George St tanley Baber, B.D. rector 
‘Redmershail, Longe Newton R. Durham. 
lov. Mr. Cleaver, Newton R. Montgo- 

mmeryshire, vice Lewis, deceased, 

Rev. Dr. E. Barrv, rector of St. Mary’s, 
Wallingford, St. Leonard’s R. in the same 
town, | with § Satw ell Chapelry annexed. 

tev. O. Cooper, Otterden R. Kent, vice 
Hawker, resigned. 

tev. C. Ord, M. A. vicar of St. Marv’s, 
Lincoln, Gretton V. with Doddington, 
Northamptonshire 

Rev. J Chilton, B. A. Easton R. Suffolk. 


tev. Luke Bocker, I.L. D. vicar of Ted- 


stone, Delamere, Herefordshire, Dudley V. 
Worcestershire 


Rev. J. F. Wiliams, B. A. Buckland 
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G4 Answers to Correspondents. 


ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Pasror;IL.; J. ; and the corrected edition of a Hymn by E—y D. 2. will be inserted, 

PHILOCARITES 3 CHristicoLa ; and Beadyrss, have been received. 

We beg to inform Marcarer Dutt, ibat aithough the British Review is a Quarterly 
Review, itisnot Ze Quarterly Review. ‘The w orks are perfectly distinet. 


It is not consistent with the general plan of our work to insert the Ictter of Oppresgo. 
RUM AMICUS. 


An Impartial Osserver complains of us, we apprehend, without rezson. We still 
think the attention which Lord Sidmout! i has paid to the state of religion in this coun- 
try, as well as many of his projected improvements, particular! ly with respect ty 
the building and appropriation of places of worship, highly “ daudadble.” tt is nog 

thence to be inferred, that we coincide with his Lordship in every thing which he pro. 

vosed to effect with respect to the Poleration Act —Our Correspondent assumes, that 
we have left it doubtful whether dissent or riet be the greatest evil, because we hap. 
pen to have recommended an evening service in the church, on this ground, among 
others, that it will tend * to counteract the growth of riot on the one hand, or of dis. 
sent on the other” Now it surely is not to be mferred from this, that we consider 

“rot and dissent” as evils of the same kind, or of the sume degree. It 1s impossible 

to have read our work, and to think so. ‘Vhere is a difference between a typhus fe. 

ver, and atooth-ache; yet both are evils to be deprecated. So, though we infinitely 
prefer dissent to riot, we should like much better, in a parish comm: itted to our car *y to 

cor v are no friends to dissent, as such; although we think ‘t 


far better that men should be rood Gissenters than bad churc hmen ; and alt ho a. we 


most cordially rejoice in beholding the union of churchmen with dissenters, for purpo- 
sat will our Correspondent himself 


have neither. We 


ses which they can conscientiot uisly t unite. 
that there is no description of dissent, the growth of which in a parish it would be de. 
sirable to use such means as we recommend for stopping, even although those means 
should tend to stop the growth of riot also? What inde sa ‘ven he say, in the case of an 
attempt to establish an Antinomian “interest” ina parish ; or to form a society of 
Universalists, or Socinians, or Swedenborgians; or to gain adherents to Johanna 
Southcot ? Would it be allowable to consider such cases of dissent as evils, the growth 
of which a minister might labour by all lawful means to repress ? And supposing the 

ose to be ever so favourable, in respect to the doctrines taught and the practice in- 
culented, can a faithful pastor, who is conscientiously devoting himself to the care and 
improvement of his fc ack, regard without uneasiness wee pros prose of dissent and sepa- 
ration among them? We believe that no persons would feel the separation and disu- 
nion of their focks more keenly than dissciting ministers themselves would co. 


A valued Correspondent objects, and we think justly objects, to the referenve occasion- 
ally made inthe Advertisements on our blue Cover to “ the principles of the Christian 
Observer”? And he says, “It is often asked, What are those pranenes ences e' 
those of the Church of England ? If so, why give them any other name ? if other 
then I have done with the Christian Obsc: ver” We have only to =~ erve, i 
with the advertisers, and not with us, to discontinue such a moce of express! 
we sincerely wish they may discontinue it. Butif they do hot, wd shou idl think it hare 
that any one should thence infer that the Church of E: neland and the Christian Obser- 
ver are at variance. The Bishop of Lincoln has given us Ais interpretation of the 
principles of the Churca of England ; Dr. Haweis and the Editors of the Evangelical 
Magazine, have given us another ; the Christian Observer arrees with neither, mn ti 
view which it takes of those principles. Now is this work to be condemne d, because 
a person, wanting a situation, chooses to tell the public, and pays money forthe priv! 


’ 
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lege of telling them so, * I wish to afford you the means of aectatiad my sent 
ments in reli: gion. They are those of the C hurch ph Eng sland, a s held, not by the Bishop 
of Lincoln oY Dr, Hawe Cis, bi it | ws ry t he Chr istian (}) Servei 








